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ALGERIA 


Germany Restricts Kebir’s Political Activity 
94AF0089A Algiers AL-KHABAR in Arabic 8 Feb 94 p 2 


[Article by A. Karim: “Rabah Kebir Persona Non Grata in 
Germany”] 


[Text] According to a statement issued yesterday in Bonn, 
Rabah Kebir will be forbidden to engage in any political 
activity on German soil. The German foreign minister 
announced that Kebir had made public statements about 
Algerian political matters in a manner conflicting with the 
foreign policy of the German Federal Republic and endan- 
gering Germany’s interests. 


The German Foreign Ministry statement added that ihe 
situation in Algeria was disturbing. Many assassinations of 
foreigners had been reported. The danger to foreigners in 
Algeria, continued the statement, had real effects on 
German citizens. 


The Germa: "oreign Ministry indicated that Kebir had 
requested polit .1l asylum some time ago. The declaration 
forbidding him to engage in political activity on German 
soil follows the statement that AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE carried quoting from a close associate of Kebir, 
the head of the FIS’ [Islamic Salvation Front] provisional 
executive body overseas. The statement, made in the name 
of this body, announced that in the period between 26 and 
31 January, 45 persons had been killed by armed groups in 
Algeria. The source close to Kebir said that the executive 
body was announcing these assassinations but not claiming 
credit for them. 


The announcement forbidding Kebir to engage in his 
political activities, including contacts with FIS partisans 
and statements to the press, will be made by the interior 
minister of the state of North Rhine-Westphalia, who 
made the request to the German federal foreign minister. 
Kebir has made the state of North Rhine-Westphalia his 
headquarters since 6 September of last year. 


Last Saturday, German Chancellor Helmut Kohl made an 
appeal to Europeans in which he indicated that a funda- 
mentalist regime might come to power and that this would 
represent an immediate danger to the Mediterranean 
basin. Referring to the influence of the Algerian Islamists, 
the German chancellor added that the missiles that Iraq 
launched against Israel and Saudi Arabia during the Gulf 
war could be refurbished and placed in other countries. 


Following these changes in the official German position on 
the presence of Algerian Islamists in Germany, German 
authorities are expected soon to announce a decision 
forbidding Kebir from engaging in political activities. If 
his request for political asylum is rejected, he may be asked 
to leave German territory. One should bear in mind that 
his German residence card has almost expired. 


Rabah Kebir, 36 years old, a high school teacher, head of 
the FIS’ information committee following the Batna con- 
ference in summer 1991, became the FIS’s official 
spokesman after the arrest of Abdelkader Hachani. He was 
placed under house arrest in the city of Collo after January 
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1992. He has lived in Germany since August 1992 with his 
wife and five children after being abie to leave Algeria in 
the company of Oussama Abassi. He began to move 
politically in November 1992 and requested political 
asylum from the German authorities. 


Although he has received no response to date, he continues 
to enjoy German laws that allow foreigners to engage in 
political activities nor nally, including making statements 
to the press. At the end of May 1993, the special court in 
Algeria sentenced him to death in absentia in a case 
involving the bombing of the airport. Through Interpol, 
Algerian authorities presented the German Federal 
Republic with a request for his detention. 


The German police detained him on 7 June 1993. He was 
released three months later, on 6 September 1993. The 
Munich ourt stated that the documents submitted did not 
prove that Kebir had participated in the bombing of the 
airport. Kebir subseqr ently chose the state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, whe.. he has resided until now. 


Perhaps for security reasons, Rabah Kebir has chosen 
secrecy during the last three months. His contact with the 
press now takes place through one of his close associates. 
On 17 December, he emerged to hold a press conference in 
Bonn, where he enunciated positions described as “a 
positive turn”’ in the position of the overseas FIS leader- 
ship regarding the appointment of President Liamine 
Zeroual and continued dialogue, though with conditions. 


With the decision to forbid Kebir from political activity, 
the EC’s appeals to combat violence and terrorism and 
tighten the grip on FIS partisans on European soil have 
gained a response from German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
after an initial step taken by Charles Pasqua [the French 
interior minister] last December. 


GIA Statement Contradicts Kebir, Haddam 
94AF0089B Algiers AL-KHABAR in Arabic 7 Feb 94 p 3 


[Article by A. Karim: “Following FIS Representatives’ 
Statements Halting Violence, ‘Armed Islamic Group’ 
Announces It Is Decision Maker’’] 


[Text] Yesterday's faxed statement by the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) presented the group’s stand on dialogue in a 
way that contradicted the view that Rabah Kebir and 
Anwar Haddam presented last week. The GIA thus is 
trying to register its presence forcefully in preparation for 
the next phase. 


Regarding negotiations with the government, the GIA said 
that “the mujahidin are those who make the decisions; no 
one may speak as a mujahid or in their name except the 
GlA—certainly not those who live overseas.” 


Kebir, Haddam Seek To Go It Alone, Obtain 
Prominence 


The group, which in the past has announced that it does 
not belong to the FIS, added a warning about how “media 
glitter and the temptation of enticing positions 1s causing 
some groups to forget our mutual promise to unite the 
ranks of mujahidin in a unified organization. A clique has 
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appeared, alleging that it speaks for the mujahidin, in 
order to participate in talks and negotiations with the 
regime in the manner of the FIS leaders at home an 
abroad.” 


Externally, the GIA’s statement goes on to confirm the 
existence of talks with the government—what it terms 
“maneuvers” —saying that it had warned against them, but 
that they have now become a tangible reality through 
positions taken in various places to stop the “jihad’’ and 
embark on dialogue with the regime. The GIA, which is led 
by Djaafar Seifalla [God’s Sword] (called “El Afghani”), 
was alluding to Rabah Kebir’s statement linking continued 
talks by the FIS to the extent of Liamine Zeroual’s accep- 
tance of the five conditions that Ali Benhadj has 
demanded, as well as to the statement against violence that 
a delegation of FIS representatives made overseas through 
Anwar Haddam. In the latter statement, Haddam came 
out demanding a halt to acts of violence against Algerians 
(civilians and military personnel) and foreigners who did 
not become involved in security operations. The GIA 
thinks that “these men and others are trying to go it alone 
and obtain prominence at the expense of true Islam.” 


Makhloufi an Intelligence Agent, Traitor 


On a related matter, the statement mentions what it calls 
“internal maneuvers” that it said coincided with a number 
of maneuvers that Said Makhloufi engineered to split the 
ranks of the mujahidin from within. Among these was the 
discovery of elements that the latter had planted in muja- 
hidin ranks. The statement added that 70 of these infil- 
trated elements had been executed and that the others’ 
turn would come—especially that of their leader. 


The statement opens fire on Said Makhloufi, whom it 
accuses of treason and threatens with execution. This 
seems to explain the disputes between the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA), which is said to consist mostly of partici- 
pants in the Afghan war, and the Armed Islamic Move- 
ment (MIA), which, according to circulated reports, has 
turned into the FIS’ army. Said Makhloufi and Abdelkader 
Chebouti head the latter. 


No Presence for FIS and Its Army 


In an earlier statement, the GIA said that it is not the FIS’ 
military wing, but an independent group. The same state- 
ment, issued about two and one-half months ago after the 
tape by Said Makhloufi and the statement by Abdelrezak 
Redjam, contained threats against Makhloufi’s group and 
the “‘big butcher’s friends,” [as published] whom it 
described as “opportunistic groups whom everyone knows 
got on the train when it was about to pull into its destina- 
tion.” Yesterday’s statement, however, did not allude to 
“the big butcher's friends”; it merely described Kebir and 
Haddam, who are close to this current, as “those who are 
seeking to go it alone and become prominent.” Also, the 
GIA did not include in its last statement its stress on 
continuing the “jihad,” nor did the statement include the 
words, “No dialogue, no compromise, no negotiating, no 
discussion, no handing of power to a neutral government or 
transition government, and no half-solutions”—words that 
occurred in the previous statement. 
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The authors of the latest statement preferred not to use 
these words. The group’s concern may bs to record its 
presence during this period so that it is not overlooked in 
any proposed solutions to stop the violence. In this con- 
text, it has adopted the method of intensified media 
activity. Speaking in an interview with AL-WASAT mag- 
azine before the date of the national convention, one of 
Djaafar El Afghani’s assistants—he said he was head of the 
political and legal committee—tried to claim responsi- 
bility for all the assassinations reported throughout 
Algeria. He said that although the GIA was founded in 
1989, its military activity began on 18 December 1991. He 
added that most of its members were Algerians who had 
been in Afghanistan. 


Speaking for Djaafar El Afghani about assassinations of 
foreigners, the speaker declared: “We have attacked for- 
¢ gn Jews, Christians, and pagans, because they are part of 
the imperialist plot. They represent the vital artery and the 
heart of every occupation, whether external or internal.” 
He added: “Those foreigners represent the regime’s eco- 
nomic backbone. Their safe presence indicates that the 
country is living in a normal state.” 


Responding to a question about possible merger or coop- 
eration with the army of the FIS, he said: “We wonder who 
this front is to which you are referring and what army it is 
about which so much has been said, especially now that 
peaceful solutions involving capitulation are being brought 
forward. If anyone has something else to say, let him 
confirm it inside the country in the land of fire and dust, 
not in Intercontinental, Holiday, and Hilton hotels.” 


Regarding a possible FIS accommodation with the govern- 
ment, he said: “The position of the GIA will be defined by 
the Shura Council of mujahidin and the courts of Islamic 
law.” 


No Government Contact Yet With Opposition 
94AF0089C Algiers AL-KHABAR in Arabic 6 Feb 94 p 3 


[Article by Habit Hannashi: “Government-Opposition 
Contacts Have Not Yet Begun’’} 


[Text] Officials of some of the major parties have 
announced that contacts between the political parties and 
the government have not yet revived. Responsible sources 
in Hamas, the Movement for Democracy in Algeria 
(MDA), and the National Liberation Front (FLN) said that 
contacts might not begin before the new president 
announces the broad outlines of the policy he will follow. 


Liamine Zeroual has not yet spoken. He has not addressed 
the nation in the week since his appointment as head of 
state. However, the president may address the nation on 
Tuesday, 8 February. Some sources say that Zeroual will 
deliver his “second speech to the nation” before 9 Feb- 
ruary, the second anniversary of the declaration of the 
state of emergency. 


The big political parties that boycotted the conference say 
they are waiting for concrete political measures that will 
help begin serious dialogue and restore civil peace. This is 
the basic demand before the government now. 
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Officials in National Human Rights Watch, the organiza- 
tion directly concerned about such measures to calm the 
situation, say that they “have made steps in this direction 
and are awaiting a response from the authorities.” How- 
ever, they did not clarify the nature of these measures and 
instead denied knowing of any amnesty measures that the 
government has taken or is in the process of taking. 


As for contacts with the FIS, signs of relief are becoming 
increasingly clear. In an interview with AL-WATAN, 
Youcel El Khatib said that the FIS has accepted the 
principle of dialogue and has agreed to participate in 
bringing the country out of the crisis and ending the 
bloodshed. This statement agrees completely with the 
“declaration against violence” that the overseas FIS par- 
liamentary delegation signed on Sunday. In a similar 
interview with the daily AL-MUJAHID, El Khatib said 
that the dialogue with FIS representatives was positive and 
that the FIS personalities enjoyed credibility and were 
representative of the party’s base, even if the dialogue did 
not specifically involve Ali Benhadj and Abassi Madani. 
According to El Khatib, “members who are founders and 
officials of the FIS can be found among these personali- 
ties,” but he refused to give the names—“for security 
reasons,” as he said. 


It appears that the crisis of representation latent in the 
parties, including the FIS, will find a solution. In the wake 
of progress regarding relations with the FIS, El Khatib 
expressed the hope that the major parties would partici- 
pate in forming the transitional National Assembly of 170 
seats to be split between the political parties and the 
associations. 


ISRAEL 


PLO Adviser Calls For Intifadah 


94AA0052A Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Weekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 4 Mar 94 pp 8-9 


[Article by ’Orli 'Azoli-Katz: “I Am for a Return to the 
Intifadah”’) 


[Text] Jibril Rajub was the first to hear about the slaughter. 
Five minutes to six, Jerusalem time, the phone rang at his 
home in a Tunis suburb. The report was choppy: Blood in 
the mosque, bodies in the courtyard. The Jewish army is 
shooting. 


It was one of his commands that phoned right from the 
field. Rajub jumped out of bed and ran to wake up 
Chairman ’Arafat. 


He was born 42 years ago in Hebron. His father and 
grandfather were also born there. He knows the area like 
the palm of his hand. That may be why, after he was 
expelled from there by the IDF [Israel Defense Forces) 
more than seven years ago, Yasir "Arafat made him com- 
mander for ine West Bank at PLO headquarters. ’Arafat 
listens to him, and in Tunis they say that what Jibril says 
reflects what ‘Arafat is thinking. He is absolutely loyal to 
his boss. 
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You have to understand the nature of Jibril’s job: The 
person responsible for the West Bank in the PLO is also the 
operations officer of the intifadah. At its height, he was the 
one who would relay instructions to the field by satellite 
telephone. He would also dictate the manifestos and plan 
the operations. “Yes, I am a terrorist,” he confessed, and 
there are legal grounds for saying so: He spent 17 years in 
Israeli prisons for planning and being involved in attacks. 
When he was released, he was suspected of plotting to 
assassinate Yitzhaq Shamir and ‘Ariq Sharon. Defense 
Minister Moshe ‘Arens decided to expel him. 


When the Oslo talks began, Rajub was the most ardent 
supporter in PLO headquarters of the agreement reached 
with Israel. Since then he has been careful to stay behind 
the curtains and not take a direct part in the negotiations. 
Israelis involved in the agreement rememer long night- 
time conversations with him by telephone, especially when 
the negotiations hit a snag, and they were looking for a 
channel to ‘Arafat. 


“I felt that the terror and the intifadah had justified 
themselves. We had fought, and now we were going to 
make peace,”’ he said in those days. This week he was 
singing a different tune: “I am stuck here in Tunis while 
crazy Jews from Brooklyn are entering my house in 
Hebron. Everything is lost, how can we continue now?” 


On the morning of the slaughter he went quickly to 
Arafat's house. Suha opened the door for him. For four 
hours Suha, Yasir ‘Arafat, and Rajub sat by the telephone 
trying to gather details from Hebron: How many were 
killed, how many wounded, what was the situation in the 
field? Alongside a list of the dead, they began to put 
together lists of the wounded. 


The shock was great, and only later did they begin to firm 
up their reactions. The opponents of the agreement signed 
with Israel began coming out from where they had dug 
themselves in. And even as his image was burned in effigy 
by his own countrymen calling him “traitor,” ‘Arafat 
began releasing radical declarations: He swore not to 
return to the negotiating table until Israel did away with 
the settlements, brought UN troops into the field and 
immediately began negotiating on the final agreement— 
conditions that were unacceptable. 


Still, "Arafat was not yet closing the door all the way. At the 
end of the week he hinted to Clinton: “Give me a week or 
two for passions to calm and we will see what will be.” He 
gave those Israelis who were in contact with him to 
understand that he did not intend to “break all the dishes.” 


Either way, ‘Arafat is trapped. He is now caught between 
American-Egyptian-Israeli pressure from above and the 
pressure of the residents of the territories from below. A 
difficult and fragile moment. So fragile that many Western 
analysts believe that if he does not return to the negotiating 
table, ‘Arafat will lose his leadership. 


Jibril Rajub, ‘Arafat's close adviser and confidant, has an 
altogether different interpretation. “I know ‘Arafat well,” 
he said this week in a special interview with YEDIO'T 
AHARONOT, “ ‘Arafat would prefer to die now and lose 
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his leadership rather than be portrayed as a traitor in the 
eyes of his people. I also see the pressures from the field. In 
the West Bank they do not want to hear any more about 
the agreement with Israel, and ‘Arafat cannot follow 
through on the agreement without the support of the 
majority of the Palestinian people.” 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT]A terrible thing happened in the 
mosque, but would you miss the opportunity for peace 
because of one madman? 


[Rajub] First of all, it is now clear that the slaughter was 
carried out in two stages. In the first stage the settlers 
entered the mosque and opened fire, and I also have 
testimony that it was not just the madman Goldstein. Our 
people who escaped from the mosque were killed by IDF 
soldiers outside. A settler kills people at prayer, they flee to 
save themselves—and your soldiers kill them. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] The facts that the IDF and the 
Israeli Government have are different. They claim that 
Baruch Goldstein was alone in the mosque. 


[Rajub] In any case, with whom, precisely, can we now 
make peace? With those from Qiryat Arba’ who kill and 
afterward dae and party? Killing people at prayer and 
afterward celebrating? 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] Some of your people killed 
more than a few Jews over the last few years. Nevertheless 
Israel opted for peace with you. 


{Rajub] If we were to kill people at prayer on the Sabbath 
in a synagogue, a world war would break out. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] The slaughter pains all of us, 
but try to be logical now. What must happen in order for 
the process to continue? 


{Rajub] Rabin must remove all the settlers from the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. “Transfer” them to hell. That is 
what must be done. Those settlements are illegal. Move 
them to Petah Tiqva or Tel Aviv, wherever. As long as they 
are on the West Bank there will not be peace. What 
happened made it very clear to us that we cannot coexist 
together. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] You certainly must know that 
Rabin will not dismantle the settlements. 


[Rajub} If not, we will distribute weapons to the Pales- 
tinian inhabitants and go back to armed struggle. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] You mean back to the days of 
the intifadah? 


[Rajub] Much worse, and I am not prepared to go into 
detail. You are always boasting that you have the tanks and 
the planes, but still there are plans. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] You supported the peace agree- 
ment and said it was dear to you. Maybe you can think of 
a reasonable solution that would allow a return to the 
negotiating table. 


[Rajub] For six months you have been claiming that you 
would not come to an agreement if there was no protection 
for the Jewish settlers. In order for the Palestinians to have 
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security, the Jewish settlers have to be removed from there 
and you have to withdraw the army forces from Jericho 
and let us come in immediately. Look, it is absurd: One of 
your soldiers was killed and you expelled 417 of our 
people. We also want security. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] You are encouraging your 
people to take revenge. 


[Rajub] The people in the field are pressuring me to go 
back to armed struggle. They want revenge bu also to 
protect themselves. I am not encouraging them but I 
understand them. A boy speke to me whose brother was 
killed in the mosque. His father ran to the hospital to give 
blood and within the hospital confines a soldier shot him 
and killed him, too. How can I tell this boy that he cannot 
take revenge? 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] It is hard to believe a soldier 
shot someone in the hospital. 


[Rajub] Check with the military administration. The family 
name is Abu-Sanin. The incident occurred in the Al-Ahala 
hospital. A sh »cking incident. In another family a father of 
six girls and seven boys was killed at prayer. What do I tell 
the orphans? That there is a peace agreement? 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] If that is your line, the only 
thing we can look forward to in the area is a bloodbath. 
Your people will kill and so will ours. 


{[Rajub] What I am saying is: Tear down the settlements, 
give us our territory. We do not want to live alongside 
people who kill us. You say they will not tear down the 
settlements. Then there is nothing to talk about. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] You sound desperate. 


[Rajub] I am not desperate. I was born an optimist. You 
know how much effort I put into getting this peace 
agreement. But today I feel they tricked us. I am in the 
position of field commander. I hear what people are 
saying, how they are pressuring. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] Are you sorry about the 
agreement? 


[Rajub] I was for it, but today I see things differently. It 
cannot be that the army did not cooperate with the 
madman Goldstein. I will explain to you again: The people 
fled from the mosque and the soldiers killed them. Nothing 
like that happened with the Nazis. 


{[YEDIO’'T AHARONOT] You are exaggerat 1g. 


[Rajub] I am not exaggerating. And I am not even talking 
about the fact that the murderer was in uniform, entered a 
mosque during prayers, and no one stopped him. 


[YEDIO'T AHARONOT] A commission of inquiry has 
now been appointed. 


[Rajub] It is an Israeli matter to establish a commission of 
inquiry. Why, for example, were steps not taken against 
those who danced from happiness after the slaughter? 
Hanan Porat was there to encourage them. Can I make 
peace with someone like that? I have a feeling that you 
have people both in the political and diplomatic echelons 
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who have regretted the agreement and are doing every- 
thing they can to sabotage it. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] If ’Arafat retreats from the 
agreement, politically he is lost. 


[Rajub] Arafat cannot and does not want to keep the 
agreement now. He must first of all provide security to the 
Palestinian people. The situation is critical. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] Do you think it ‘s preferable to 
skip the Oslo agreement and get right to work on negotia- 
tions for the final agreement? 


[Rajub] I know we have people who want that. I hope that 
the Americans will exert pressure where they have to and 
that Israel removes the settlements. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] Rabin also has public opinion 
and a government that he has to watch out for. How can he 
remove the settlements now? 


[Rajub] If he cannot remove the settlements, he can take 
the Oslo agreement, put it in a picture frame and hang it on 
the wall. 


[YEDIO’T AHARONOT] Jibril, you are a terrorist, you 
served time in prison, you were expelled from your home. 
You fought and were fought against. Peace was so close 
and you wanted it. Are you prepared to give it all up 
tomorrow? 


{[Rajub] We have done everything. Now the ball is in 
Israel’s court. 


Nationalist Camp Said Facing ‘Post-Zionist Era’ 
944A0040A ‘Ofra NEQUDA in Hebrew Jan 1994 pp 18-21 


[Article by Rahel Gini: “Is ‘Hatiqva’ the Hope?’’} 


[Text] Only 100 years have passed since Naftali Herz 
Imber’s poem, which became the anthem of the Zionist 
movement, was written. A short time historically, but suf- 
ficient in order to result in the coming together of a group of 
persons, which has the same name as that of the poem 
(stress on the final syllable), confronted by a situation that is 
an expression of the disintegration of that movement, which 
had constituted the basis for the realization of the Zionist 
dream—and its collapse. 


The founding conference of the “Hatiqva” [the hope] 
movement was held more than a month ago (6 December 
1993) in the Writers’ House in Tel Aviv (the location, by 
the way, is not a casual or incidental geographic detail). 
Representatives of tens of movements, bodies, and circles 
that identify themselves as part of the broad definition of 
the national camp arrived there. Beginning with the “Sky 
Blue” circle that is at the left end of the right-wing scale, 
through the youth of the Likud, to the “Peace Guard,” 
which calls for separation of the peoples. All of them came 
out of a feeling of public abandonment of persons with 
similar ideological structures, but lacking a unifying roof. 
Representatives of the parties of the right also arrived, and 
MKs [members of Knesset] Rafa’el Eytan and "Uzi Landau 
even spoke at that event, even though the need for a 
movement above parties testifies, without doubt, that the 
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institutionalized parties that they represent do not answer 
the felt need for the unification of the national camp and 
for much more substantia! activity for saving Eretz- 
Yisra’el than what is carried out today by the parties. 


The yearning for unification was expressed in the unclear to 
murky wording of the principles of the movement (see the 
box), in order to allow the members of the various move- 
ments, including those with a narrow definition of affiliation 
(such as the Circle of Professors for Political and Economic 
Strength, and the “Follow Me” movement of reserve offic- 
ers), to find a place under the roof of Hatiqva. The failed 
attempt of the “One Israel” movement, which was meant to 
unite the movements of the right, led “Hatiqva” to abandon 
the idea of unification and to prefer an unclear formula of 
cooperation, while maintaining the uniqueness of each move- 
ment and party that would aid Hatiqva.... 


The founding conference was preceded by a process of 
about half a year, which began with a modest meeting of 
the “Ohalo” circle. The members of this circle come from 
the United Kibbutz Movement kibbutzim in the Jezreel 
Valley, the Beyt She’an Valley, and the Jordan Valley, and 
they regard themselves as the remnants of the followers of 
Berl Katznelson and Yitzhak Tabenkin, some of the ideo- 
logical fathers of the Labor Movement. Efrayim Ben- 
Hayyim, a member of Giv’at Hayyim (Me’uhad) and one 
of the founders of the Greater Israel Movement and the 
Tehiya movement, participated in the organization of the 
“Ohalo” circle, and now in the founding of “Hatiqva.” He 
does not see any reason for amazement about such an 
initiative on the part of members of the United Kibbutz 
Movement. Regarding this group of persons he says that 
“it is not we who have changed our opinions, the kibbutz 
movement is the one that has changed its opinions.” 


He complains about the loss of activism in the kibbutz 
movement, and of the backpedaling that borders on denial 
of the ideas that Tabenkin expressed when he said that the 
Jordan River is the central avenue of Eretz-Yisra’el. 


The meetings on the banks of the Kinneret gained 
momentum. The human circle widened and touched other 
social circles. In the same period, Prof. Hillel Weiss pub- 
lished an article in HATZOFEH, in which he analyzed the 
depth of the Zionist crisis and offered ideas about the nature 
of the necessary solution. MK Moshe Peled, of Tzomet, who 
is a member of the “Ohalo” circle, made contact with 
Professor Weiss, a member of Elkanah. “A common lan- 
guage was found immediately, and the natural continuation 
of the meetings between us was the holding of a meeting 
between "Ohalo“ and the professor.” Their meeting was the 
first in a series of meetings, which were joined later by other 
persons, such as the author Moshe Shamir, and Shlomo 
Baum, the second-in-command of the mythological Unit 
101, where current problems and problems of the generation 
were discussed and clarified; the political-diplomatic threat 
and the spiritual-cultural crisis. The channeling of things to 
a practical direction led to the recognition of the need for a 
secular-national movement that would act and would acti- 
vate this significant segment of the population to thwart the 
government's plans to give up the Golan and Judaea and 
Samaria. However, says MK Moshe Peled, what makes the 
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movement unique is not, at least at this stage, the opera- 
tional aspect, but mainly the ideological aspect, which 
constitutes the basis for the tone of the movement. Its roots 
are in the analysis of the national-social crisis, which was 
G-fined precisely in the article by Efrayim Reiner 
(HA'ARETZ, 15 November 1993): “Israel was made into a 
post-Zionist society—that is, a civil society without a mis- 
sion, whose sole concern is the concerns of its individuals.” 
Prof. Hillel Weiss, who serves as chairman (temporary, he 
emphasizes) of the “Hatiqva” movement, regards Reiner’s 
words as an extra-anthropological statement. “As far as I 
know, there is no such state or society anywhere on the 
globe, and there also will not be one.” He sees in the concept 
of Israel as a post-Zionist society the troubling spiritual 
tendency to self-destruction, as it finds threatening expres- 
sion in the current antinational process, a process that 
parallels the attempt to establish a different nation. Patho- 
logical de-Judaization, which is intended to save the Jew 
from his Jewishness. In “Hatiqva” they understand that if it 
is desired to change fundamentally the process of de- 
Judaization, this involves ‘he creation of an educational and 
cultural system different t:om the existing model. The very 
model whose products the “Hatiqva’ spokeswomen llana 
Adam (a teacher of civics, history, and political science by 
profession, at the Ramat Eph’al high school) encounters 
daily. Ilana feels the pain of the indifference, the hostility, 
and the alienation of the youth from the language, the 
culture, and Jewish sources. “An entire generation has 
grown up without a mother tongue, without an anthem,” she 
says, bemoaning the failure of the second generation of 
Israelis, of which she is a part, to pass on to their children 
what she terms Yiddishkeit. In the secular “Hatiqva,” they 
implement three out of the four principles that Rabbi Kook 
enumerates and defines in relation to tradition— 
consciousness, esteem, love, and observance. For the 
average observant Jew, this phenomenon is grasped at first 
as an ideological dichotomy, perhaps even somewhat 
schizophrenic, but as regards the secular Jew, it is under- 
stood as an existential dialectic. Efrayim Ben-Hayyim, 
loosely paraphrasing the words of Our Wise Ones of Blessed 
Memory About the Sabbath, says: “More than the Jews 
observed tradition, the tradition preserved them.” There 
also is a bit of the declarative in the appointment of Prof. 
Hillel Weiss, the only one of the leaders of “Hatiqva” who 
wears a yarmulke, as chairman of a secular movement. The 
process of the loss of Jewish identity, they fear, leads 
necessarily to the loss of Jewish existence. They are inter- 
ested in preventing the realization and completion of this 
process. There is a plan to establish an ideological forum 
and the forming of think-teams that will be composed of 
intellectuals, professors, and ideological leaders. They will 
draw up a long-term and comprehensive plan, in several 
variations, that will include an educational, cultural, and 
even a political system, which will make possible attention 
to and deep grappling with the roots of the cultural- 
spiritual-political crisis. 


In the shorter term, the goals of “Hatiqva” are to create 
cooperation between the various factors that are operating 
in the field—both parties and extra-parliamentary move- 
ments—in order to stop the process of making an agreement 
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with the PLO of murderers, to topple the government, and 
to bring about elections. Even though these goals are clear to 
the point of being well-worn, and are shared by everyone, 
the competition between the political parties, and especially 
between the leading persons in them, makes the matter 
complicated to the point of paralysis. The need to 
manoeuver between personal and party ego of the compo- 
nents of the various factions, says one of the founders of the 
movement, demands a not inconsiderable acrobatic ability 
in the political circus. On the right, there is a worrying 
geological tendency to turn a point of disagreement into an 
obstacle. In “Hatiqva,” they hope to change these natural 
relations and to turn a point of disagreement into a corner- 
stone of creative competition. On the duality of the poten- 
tial, Saint Just said: “...you have the ability to build with 
those very stones either a temple or a burial site.” The 
absoluteness of these alternatives was made concrete for the 
national parties in the last elections. It is only to be hoped 
that the process of mourning that was experienced by this 
public and its electe¢, iopresentatives will lead to the neces- 
sary drawing of conclusions, which will aid somewhat in the 
coming into being of a different personal and political 
culture, as occurred on the left on the eve of the last 
elections, when it understood that the fragmentation would 
lead it to another term in opposition. 


[box, p 20] 


The Son of the Slave Woman Shall Not Share in the 
a With My Son [first paragraph is editorial 
comment 


The following words were spoken by Miryam Lapid (in the 
photograph [not reproduced]) at the founding conference of 
Hatiqva in Tel Aviv, about half an hour before her husband and 
her son, Mordecay and Shalom Lapid, may G-d avenge their 
blood, were shot by terrorists at the Harsina intersection in 
Hebron. 


“For G-d’s sake, for G-d’s sake,” cries Bialiq in his poem. 
“About what?,” he continues, “Do not ask, wherever it is! 
About whom? Do not investigate. Whoever has been 
affected in his heart by the trouble of the nation, the camp 
will gather him up, let us not make differences!” 


Words such as those have been spoken here at the confer- 
ence. But only now, when you heard prose, have | under- 
stood that it is not enough to shout for help, not enough to 
describe the trouble, rather it is necessary, and this is 
precisely the main thing, to ask about what and about 
whom. What shall we save and with whom shall we save. 
For unity alone is but nothing. With the words “Each man 
shall help his comrade and will tell his brother to be 
strong,” the prophet describes a wonderful unity...that 
exists among the builders of an idol to worship: one brings 
the boards, another brings tools.... 


Should there be unity in order to bring down the govern- 
ment. Is that the message? Is that the goal? Where will the 
government fall? Into the arms of the movement that 
carried and gave birth to the Camp David documents? To 
the movement that invented the “autonomy for angels” 
(for they are supposed to hover with their wings above the 
ground, as our genius patriots granted autonomy “only” to 
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them, and not to the ground under them)? For if with G-d’s 
help we topp/e the government into the hands of the 
founders of the Palestinian state at Camp David (LEGIT- 
IMATE RIGHTS) [peceding two words in English], there 
will be no greater despair than that. Is it really more 
pleasant to be uprooted by the Likud than by Labor??? 


Moreover, if it were envisaged that the talks were halted, the 
agreement blew up, there is ro autonomy, status quo, would 
the bloodshed cease? Can our eyes not see that the situation 
today is child’s play in contrast to what awaits us tomorrow? 
That we will never be able to match their rate of natural 
increase, which is three times ours...even in the area within 
the Green Line, they will be the majority. We can expect 
strangulation from within and intolerable pressure from 
without. 


If we are indeed coming to give hope, we must reveal what 
it is. And if we show the people a path and a goal, then it 
will be easier for us to call to the flag, then we will be able 
to gather and to topple the government. 


From every hill and under every blooming tree we must 
repeat the words of the matriarch Sarah: “For the son of 
that slave woman shall not share in the inheritance with 
my son, with Yitzhaq.” This is our peace plan, this is the 
political, moral, humane solution for the two sides. It will 
bring us all life and peace. True, it is not so simple, its 
implementation is not imminent, but if you will it, if you 
indeed believe and will it—it is no dream. [end box] 


In the labor of translating the short-term goals that were 
noted above—into action—works Moshe Leshem, a reserve 
colonel, who was borrowed from the joint headquarters for 
the purpose of strengthening the movement. He defines his 
role as director-general as an attempt to bring the movement 
to rise from an idea to a living and acting entity, and not to 
turn into another passing episode. A short definition with 
broad technical-organization significance, both from the 
office viewpoint and from the viewpoint of activity in the 
field. Alon Zuntz, a resident of Herzliya, “a quiet citizen who 
was pulled out of his tranquility by the situation,” as he puts 
it, is the field person, or, more formally put—the chief of the 
operations branch. Alon—as they say of him—has high 
operational and organizational ability, spiced with a not 
inconsiderable charisma. What guides the character of the 
action is the attempt to activate everyone in the sphere where 
he wants to act and for which he is suited and not to try to tie 
citizens to activity beyond their abilities and their desires. 
“The average resident of Herzliya will not participate in 
Operation Doubling, but will definitely participate in a dem- 
onstration near his home, will get people to sign, and will send 
postcards...” Alon began to work on establishing a stratified 
apparatus (regions, headquarters, branches, ceils), with his 
activity mainly in the center of the country, a population in 
which there is, as is known, a considerable gap between the 
level of identification (which is rather significant) and the 
level of action, which is low. In “Hatiqva,” they understand 
that it is not sufficient to run around in the corridors of the 
Knesset. “It is necessary to return to the effective method of 
Gush Emunim at its beginning, and to flood the country with 
home meetings,” recommends Efrayim Ben-Hayyim. The 


NEAR EAST 7 


realization of the program at the various levels requires a 
technical and economic infrastructure that does not yet exist 
in “Hatiqva.” 


[box, p 21] 


The Principles of the Movement 


The Jewish Zionist movement is a super-party political 
movement, that aspires to close cooperation between the 
public bodies—organizations, parties, and movements— 
that accept the following principles: 


1. The Jewish people have the exclusive right of ownership 
over Eretz-Yisra’el, which stems from its religion, its 
faith, and from its historical movement. 


2. The movement will insist on the extension of Israeli 
sovereignty over all the territories of Eretz-Yisra’el that 
have been in our hands since the Six Days’ War— 
Western Eretz-Yisra’el and the Golan. 


3. The movement opposes vehemently an Arab state west 
of the Jordan, any change in the status of Jerusalem, and 
the uprooting or moving of settlements. 


4. The movement calls for the unity of the existence of the 
Jewish people, Evetz-Yisra’el, and the heritage of Israel, 
and will act to instill the values of Judaism and Zionism 
in social life, in culture, and in education in Israel. 


5. The movement calls for the ingathering of the exiles by 
Jewish immigration from all over the world. 


6. The movement calls for mass settlement throughout 
Eretz-Yisra’el. The movement regards immigration, set- 
tlement, and loyalty to the Jewish heritage as the three 
pillars of Zionism. 


7. The movement regards national strength, security, and 
economic independence as the main guarantees of the 
existence and future of the State of Israel. [end box] 


“Hatiqva”—a few weeks old today, a movement in its 
infancy, with a not inconsiderable number of childhood 
diseases, an age known to be critical. The problematic 
exists not only at the technical-economic level, but, as 
expected, also at the aspect of the human component. 
Shlomo Baum regards the matter not only as expected, but 
also as necessary: “We are talking about activists with a 
dominant personality, will, and ability to influence. If they 
were lambs, they would go with the flock.” The heads of 
“Hatiqva” definitely are not lambs, and Baum finds him- 
self reminding them that their goal is to tear up the 
opponents and not each other. ile does this out of natural 
human understanding and cumulative experience, both as 
a commander (the reference is to human skill and not the 
technical ability to hand down orders) and in the different 
organizations to which he belonged over long years of 
activity. “Voluntary organizations,” he says, “do not fail 
due to arguments over the path and how to follow it. The 
conditions of the path e!so are not decisive, rather human 
problems.” And with the skill of an experienced sapper he 
deals with the human explosive iaaterial that threatens 
more than once to explode. 
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Prof. Hillel Weiss does uot see “Hatiqva” as a movement 
of a restricted circle of initiators. “The public is the hope, 
in more than one way, and it will determine the fate of the 
movement. People are waiting for something to happen, 
that the great message will be heard, but they musi 
understand that it is they who must sound it.” 


Along with the consciousness of the need for a movement 
of this type, there is a lively awareness among the heads 
and fou.uders of “Hatiqva” of the impediments and the 
various factors that can establish the reality of a gap 
between the need for a movement and its existence. The 
discussion with those involved on the various levels, all 
those who are trying to bring about the narrowing of the 
abovementioned gap, was accompanied not by a tone full 
of pathos, as might perhaps have been expected, but by a 
somewhat doubtful hope, which perhaps defines the dif- 
ference between the concepts of hope and faith. There is 
more than relevance in the sentence from the Jerusalem 
Talmud, in the Tractate Berakhot: “Let our hope not be of 
destruction nor of despair,” or, alternately, it should be 
hoped that “Hatiqva” is the hope. 


MOROCCO 


Boucetta on Islamists, Basri, Opposition 


944 F0096A Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE in French 
2 Mar 94 pp 26-30 


[Interview with M’Hamed Boucetta, leader of Istiglal, by 
Hamid Barrada and Francois Soudan; place and date not 
given: “Boucetta: ‘We Are a Bulwark Against Islamism’”} 


[Text] Morocco. M’Hamed Boucetta, leader of Istiqlal, talks 

about political blockages, Driss Basri, Youssoufi, and his 

own successor. He also has some things to say, especially 

ts religion, tha’ will be of interest beyond Morocco’s 
rders.... 


Since Morocco’s political alternation derailed, the country 
has been in a bizarre political situation characterized by a 
twofold anomaly: an all-powerful opposition cheated of 
the chance to govern in the foreseeable future; and a 
“temporary” technocratic government that has every pros- 
pect of staying on indefinitely. This situation, although 
detrimental for an embryonic democracy, probably is not 
so very unwelcome to the champions of a strong state, the 
eterna! “Makhzen.” But how are the major opposition 
parties coping with it? Are they not victimized by their 
own refusal to enter the government last November? 


This question, which was at the heart of the interview with 
Mohamed Elyazghi, leader of the USFP [Socialist Union 
of Popular Forces] (JA No. 1728), is also of concern to 
M’Hamed Boucetta, head of the Istiqlal party. Interesting 
comparisons can be made between their respective 
responses and the different tones they take. The former 
carries on his shoulders, for better or for worse, the 
ponderous legacy of Abderrahim and Abderrahmane 
(Bouabid and Youssoufi) and takes refuge in wooden 
rhetoric. The latter radiates the pugnacious serenity of 
someone whose political career is all behind him. Jumping 
ahead of the question about his retirement, he confirmed 
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his intention to pass the baton of leadership in April. To 
whom? To M’Hamed Diouri. A figure of some public 
notoriety, the heir apparent is not to everyone’s liking. But 
what counts, says the secretary general, is whether he’s to 
his own party’s liking! 


More important are M’Hamed Boucetta’s observations 
about Islam and Islamism. If Morocco has been immu- 
nized against the “fundamentalist virus,” he never tires of 
saying, it is because of the monarchy, which dominates the 
religious landscape. Of course. But it is another question 
whether Istiqlal’s writ extends equally far. The party of 
Allal el-Fassi has always taken to heart its hortatory 
mission, “praising Good and denouncing Evil.” Istiqlal’s 
inessage, the fruit of half a century of struggle for freedom, 
is thought provoking and even applicable beyond 
Morocco’s borders. It can be summarized as follows: Islam 
and democracy are not incompatible, so long as the citi- 
zens are also believers. The corollary, adapted to the 
current turbulent winds of change, is that Islam is too 
serious to be left to the Islamists. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Three months after the fact, don’t 
you regret not participating in the government? 


[Boucetta] Absolutely not. Even those in our party and 
elsewhere in the country who had misgivings are con- 
vinced now that we were right. Everyone realizes it would 
have been a major blunder to accept bad implementation 
of a constitution that had only just been revised, especially 
in a climate of insecurity. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] But now? 


{Boucetta] One of the main provisions of the new consti- 
tution stipulates that the government must obtain its 
investiture from parliament before it goes to work. Well, 
what exactly were we offered? “Participation” in the 
government, but without a word to say about its composi- 
tion, the king reserving to himself the right to choose a 
prime minister from outside the ranks of the majority. 
Moreover, participation in the government under these 
conditions would have signified our endorsement of the 
outcome of the elections, and in particular the 17 Sep- 
tember indirect elections for one-third of the deputies. 
Unacceptable things happened on that occasion, things we 
could not swallow. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] But you realize, at all events, that you 
would not have been able to get a ministry as strategic as 
Interior. 


{Boucetta] But why not? There’s nothing preordained 
about it. Every ministry should be put on the table, 
discussed among the responsible leaders, and I can very 
easily imagine it being headed by one of our people. That 
said, it is not a question of individuals or portfolios. The 
whole question is whether or not we in Morocco really 
want to hav a government responsible to parliament. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] If you had formed the government, 
would Driss Basri have kept Interior? 


[Boucetta] At this time, I do not think so. Because it is that 
very ministry and its head who by their action or inaction 
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were responsible for the recent elections being tainted with 
numerous irregularities. Thus it would have been difficult 
to keep the same man in the same position. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE} Is the interior minister only the 
meticulous implementer of what he is told to do, or does he 
have discretion to act? 


{Boucetta] Listen, I gm not putting anyone on trial here. 
Driss Basri in the past has saown himself to be a very 
responsible person; he ably managed and directed his 
ministi y, and even succeeded in coming to terms with his 
adversaries. But it also happened that he took initiatives 
contrary to the spirit of democracy and covered up for the 
unscrupulous actions of governors at the time of the 
elections. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Are you personally one of those who 
thinks there exists in Morocco a “clandestine single 
party”—to wit, that of the regime? 


[Boucetta] But it is not clandestine at all! It does its work in 
broad daylight. In certain sectors, the apparatus of the Inte- 
rior Ministry operates directly, not through intermediarics. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Isn't it too easy to blame all 
Morocco’s problems on Driss Basri? 


{Boucetta] At bottom, we are not challenging the minister 
but rather the government as a whole. At the same time, 
Driss Basri has such great influence on his colleagues that 
in the last analysis everything starts and ends with him. He 
is OMnipresent and omnipotent. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Wasn't the Interior Ministry equally 
powerful even back when you were in government? 


[Boucetta] Not to this extent. Since 1984, the last year we 
were part of the government, Interior has brought under its 
control the sectors of housing, infrastructure, and informa- 
tion, just to name a few. Quite a lot, really. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] One sometimes has the feeling that 
the pariiamentary opposition is creating a great deal of stir 
without getting much in the way of results. After all, the 
government is running things, and your criticisms, con- 
fined to the legislative chamber, carry hardly any political 
weight. There is something unhea!/thy in this situation. 


[Boucetta] It would have been even more unhealthy if we 
had participated in the government and turned parliament 
into an echo chamber! 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] What are your current objectives? 


[Boucetta] We must repair the damage done by the legis- 
lative elections: in other words, start back at square one 
and hold new elections. Dissolve the chamber, then pro- 
ceed to a new vote, but this time hold transparent and 
honest elections. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Is that realistic? 


[Boucetta] Of course. The dissolution could be only partial 
and cover, for example, just the seats filled in the 17 
September indirect elections. It can be argued that such a 
decision would be politically wise... At all events, we have 
filed so many appeals for annulment of results that if they 
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were all granted the entire composition of the chamber 
would be changed. Certainly the situation is blocked, 
unhealthy. But this can be remedied, if people will just 
listen to what we are saying. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] How are your relations with the 
USFP? Still idyllic? 


[Boucetta] Let us say they are agreeable and cordial. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] To the point of marriage, or just a 
return to living together, as in the past? 


[Boucetta] Nothing is ruled out. But before we think about 
merger, it would be better to increase our joint er deavors 
in every domain. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] How did you feel about the resigna- 
tion of Abderrahmane Youssoufi last September? 


[Boucetta] | was unhappy about it, if only because I had 
become accustomed to working with him on a daily basis 
for two years. While visiting France I took the opportunity 
to visit him, and I think I can say that he has not totally 
dropped out of the political struggle. But it does appear to 
me that his decision not to return to his position as first 
secretary of the USFP is irreversible. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Beyond what his friends are saying 
for the record, what in your opinion led him to resign? 


[Boucetta] I tink I know Si Abderrahmane pretty well. We 
first met back in 1939, when we were attending Marrakech 
college. it is in his character: He reached the point where 
he could not stand the game and its constraints any longer, 
and he disengaged. 


I did not expect his resignation, but in retrospect it was 
hardly surprising: His reactions in the days just preceding 
his decision should have tipped me off. Several times, in 
the course of meetings with members of the government in 
the national electoral commission, he literally <xploded: 
He found the behavior of the regime vis-a-vis USFP, 
Istiqlal, and even the National Rally of Independents 
{RNI] inadmissible and intolerable. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] You are not the sort to quii... 


[Boucetta] That is right. It is neither in my character nor 
in...my culture. I can resign from a government or from a 
football team, but not from Istiqlal. The party is like a 
second skin to me. I cannot see myself for one second 
writing the kind of letter Si Abderrahmane wrote. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] What do you think about the creation 
of a human rights affairs ministry? 


[Boucetta] It is a good thing. A week before the formation 
of the government, we had asked for establishment of a 
parliamentary commission on human rights. The idea was 
rejected, on grounds there was no ministry responsible for 
human rights policy! Now there is. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] What about the naming of a Jewish 
cabinet minister? 
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[Boucetta] It is not a first. Shortly after independence, | 
myself was a member of the government in which Dr. 
Benzaken also served. No problem. 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE] What about Serge Berdugo in 
Tourism? 


[Boucetta}] We know the lad well. We have nothing against 
him. He is serious and competent. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Istiqlal’s next congress will be held in 
April... 


[Boucetta] 21-23 April. Let me jump ahead of your ques- 
tion: I am still determined to step down as secretary- 
general. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] And will your friends let you? 


[Boucetta] They still refuse to believe it. But I have been in 
the job for 20 years now, and sometimes you have to know 
when to quit. My decision is unalterable. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Who will succeed you? 


[Boucetta] Mohamed Douiri will certainly stand for the 
position. More precisely, | will support him. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Will everyone support him? 
{Boucetta] I think so. 

[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Even outside the party? 
[Boucetta] It’s the party militants that matter to us! 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] And what about you? What will you 
do? 


[Boucetta] I will continue to be a party militant, of course. 
We have a presidency council composed of Istiqlal vet- 
erans such as Si Boubeker Kadiri and Hachemi Filali. I will 
sit beside them, if the militants agree. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Would you say that Istiglal is an 
Islamic party? 


[Boucetta] Absolutely. Istiqlal is totally Islamic. Islam is its 
primary foundation and inspiration. If you reflect on it, 
the question should never even arise in Morocco—and in 
fact it does not. No party can contradict me on this, not 
even the (communist) PPS [Party of Progress and 
Socialism]. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] What is your opinion of the Islamists? 


{Boucetta] I do not understand how they can say that they 
are Muslims while others are not—and I do not accept it. 
Neither do I accept the idea of them establishing a party to 
defend Islam against others. No one has a monopoly on 
religion. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] So you are against legalization of an 
Islamist party in Morocco? 


[Boucetta] If Abdesselam Yassine, for example, wants to 
establish a party, I will be the first to support him. But on 
one condition: that it not claim, in its name or program, 
any exclusive monopoly on Islam. The Islamic label 
belongs to all, and thus to no one in particular. 
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[JEUNE AFRIQUE] What about the Algerian FIS [Islamic 
Salvation Front]? 


[Boucetta] Our Algerian brothers have committed the sin 
of inconsistency. One day they legalize the FIS, the next 
they ban it. Once they had legalized it, they should not 
have banned it. But it would have been better to give the 
party a different name: Algerian Salvation Front, for 
example... 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Are the Islamists democrats? 


[Boucetta] With this type of question, it is best to respond 
on the basis of the specific program of the party concerned, 
not on assumptions or suspicions. We in Istiqlal know 
something about that: For a long time, we were accused of 
planning to establish a one-party system in Morocco. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Your newspapers do not disguise 
their sympathy for Algeria’s FIS. 


[Boucetta] We have been in contact for a iong time with 
the FIS, and with the Tunisian Islamists. We have sent 
lawyers to each other’s trials, because the most important 
thing was to defend humen rights. This position of prin- 
ciple does not mean we agree with everything the Magh- 
rebian Islamists say or do. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] And what if the FIS came to power in 
Algiers? 


[Boucetta] It would not bother me. It represents the 
electoral majority in Algeria. It also defends a return to 
certain values. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] What about the assassinations of 
intellectuals and foreigners? 


[Boucetta] We have told our Algerian comrades in the FIS 
we are against all violence, from whatever source. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] What is Morocco’s position on the 
events in Algeria? 


[Boucetta] That is very difficult to define. I am not sure I 
can tell. Let us just say that we certainly are not taking a 
dynamic position. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] With the FIS in power, would Algeria 
modify its position on the Sahara? 


[Boucetta] Who can say? Some time ago, I put the question 
to Madani and Benhadj. Their response was evasive. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Is the coming to power of Liamine 
Zeroual a good thing? 


{Boucetta] I hope so. But we will have to see how he does 
before we can tell. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Will there be a referendum this year 
in [Western] Sahara? 


[Boucetta] The UN Security Council is wasting enough 
time and money on it, it seems. There is talk of setting the 
referendum for the end of June, or even as early as May. 
Why not? One thing is sure: As far as Moroccans are 
concerned, at this point there’s no question of leaving 
Sahara. 
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[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Regardless of the results of the 
referendum? 


[Boucetta] Regardless of anything that may happen. 
[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Are Moroccans upset abou: Bosnia? 


[Boucetta] We are very sensitive on the subject. Much 
more so than one might think. The imams speak out about 
this tragedy on Fridays in the mosques, and afterwards the 
faithful are angry and upset. I could add that many young 
people are going as volunteers to Sarajevo. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] As they did during the Gulf war? 


[Boucetta] Yes, there is some paralle!. But the war against 
Iraq also had the character of an intra-Arab conflict; in the 
case of Bosnia, there is nothing to offset the powerful 
feelings of indignation and rebellion. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Meaning? 


[Boucetta] All Moroccans think the reason that the West— 
of which they are a part—and Europe in particular—does 
not come to the rescue of the Bosnians is because they are 
Muslims. It is just as if they were unable to tolerate the 
existence of this Muslim enclave in the heart of Europe, as 
if the war served as a pretext for annihilating this outpost 
of Islam. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] It seems you are campaigning for the 
prohibition of alcoholic consumption in Morocco. 


[Boucetta] That is nothing new. In 1977, we offered a bill 
that would accomplish this. Recently we decided to move 
forward with this legislation, and we will present it again to 
parliament before the end of session. The aim is to prohibit 
the production, marketing, and consumption of alcoholic 
beverages. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] In short, an Islamic state law. 
{[Boucetta] Exactly. An Islamic law. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Some might consider the debate on 
such questions to be sterile, of secondary importance. 


[Boucetta] Not at all. It is essential. It is precisely when one 
compromises on such social problems that one paves the 
way for the most extremist forms of Islamism. In our view, 
prohibition of alcohol is as essential as defense of the 
Arabic language or respect for the “zakat.” 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Do you consider yourselves a 
bulwark against Islamism? 


[Boucetta] You could say that. 
[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Banning alcohol might hurt tourism... 


[Boucetta] Non-Muslims will not be affected by this law: 
neither tourists nor our Jewish compatriots. It is just a 
matter of how the regulations are drawn up. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] In the eyes of many sub-Saharan 
Africans, Istiqlal is still regarded as the party that cham- 
pions a “Greater Morocco.” Do you still aspire to realize 
the cartographic vision of Allal El-Fassi? 
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[Boucetta] The official maps do not represent historical 
Morocco. Our ccuntry has been dismembered, carved up 
by colonialism. For example, Mauritania was split off from 
the kingdom: That is the historical truth, even if the issue 
has been more or less resolved by making it an indepen- 
dent state. More important, vast territories south of Tin- 
douf were torn away from us and given to Algeria when it 
was a French department. The Algerians actually acknowl- 
edged this in 1961, when they officially requested that 
discussions on the problem be postponed until after inde- 
pendence. Subsequently they reneged, and 30 years later 
the issue is still there. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Are you still standing by these 
claims? 


[Boucetta] That is not a problem anymore. It is 1994, Our 
task is to build the Maghreb, and in that context, borders 
will be of no importance. 


Sekkat Lauds Privatization, Foreign Investment 


94AF0104A Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 
6 Feb 94 pl 


[Unattributed article: “In an interview with LE FIGARO, 
the Al-Maghrib Bank Governor Emphasized the Spectac- 
ular Increase of Foreign Investment in Morocco Due to the 
Speeding-up of Privatization at the End of 1993") 


[Text] On Friday, Mr. Mohamed Sekkat, governor of the 
Al-Maghrib Bank. emphasized the resumption of foreign 
investment in Morocco at the end of last year, a trend that 
will be intensified by the efforts of the Investment Impetus 
and Follow-Up Committee set up to solve as quickly as 
possible any nroblems encountered by investors. 


In an interview with the French daily LE FIGARO, Mr. 
Sekkat indicated that the speeding up of privatization at the 
end of 1993 paved the way for a resumption of foreign 
investments, which amounted to $500 million (one-fourth of 
which was used to acquire equity in privatized companies), 
compared with $460 million in 1992. 


This is the equivalent of 5.029 billion dirhams, reflecting a 
“still more spectacular” 15.9-percent increase, according 
to the central bank governor. 


To reinforce this trend, Mr. Sekkat said, the Al-Maghrib 
Bank set up an Investment impetus and Follow-Up Com- 
mittee comprising the directors of the seven leading 
Moroccan bank; their objective is to “solve problems” that 
may crop up either when projects are being worked out— 
“financial engineering is not always up to what investors 
would expect”—or when applying for the various local, 
regional, and other permits. 


The Al-Maghrib Bank governor also expects growth to 
improve as a result of adequate rainfall, if it keeps up “at 
least until the end of March.” “If that is the case, growth 
might range between 7.5 and 10 percent.” 


Mr. Sekkat also mentioned a projected reduction of the 
budget deficit to 1.5 percent of the gross domestic product, 
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which will enable the Treasury to make “less extensive 
use” of bank financin: and thus “promote a rollback” of 
interest rates. 


As for foreign-currency reserves, they increased by $300 
million in 1993, to $3.8 billion, the Al-Maghrib Bank 
governor also indicated. 


Impact of Structural Adjustment Policy Questioned 


94AF0104D Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
in French 4 Feb 94 pp 16, 17 


[Article by Marcel Herzog: “Long Live the SAP (Structural 
Adjustment Program)!”—first paragraph is LA VIE 
ECONOMIQUE introduction] 


[Text] On 13 January 1994, a daily newspaper published a 
long study by Mr. Mohamed Said Saadi, entitled: “The 
Limitations of Structural Adjustment in Morocco.” In that 
article, we found many questionable passages. 


Citing exogenous factors that enhanced the positive results 
of the SAP (Editor’s note: Mr. Saadi write “la SAP” 
(Structural Adjustment Policy), but actually it is “le SAP” 
(Structural Adjustment Program)), Mr. Saadi enumerates: 
“Exceptional weather conditions, favorable worldwide 
economic conditions, 1985 aftereffects of the oil crisis, 
rescheduling of the foreign debt, and cancellation of $2.8 
billion in debts owed by Morocco to Saudi Arabia, all these 
helped achieve the above-mentioned financial results.” 


We shall remember, therefore, that some of the SAP 
positive results are due to external conditions. 


Second, Mr. Saadi writes: “The Moroccan economy expe- 
rienced growth rates that were modest (3.5 to 4.0 percent 
during the eighties, and only 2.0 percent on the average in 
recent years!) and uneven (negative growth in 1983, 1987, 
and 1992; near stagnation in 1993). If we compare these 
rates with demographic growth rates (2.6 percent), we 
realize that per capita income remained practically 
stagnant during that period.” 


Curiously enough, the author does not mention the growth 
rates experienced since 1988. They were as follows: 1988: 
10.4 percent; 1989: 2.5 percent; 1990: 3.7 percent; 1991: 
5.1 percent. 


In other words, from 1988 to 1991 the GDP [gross 
domestic product] rose by 11 percent in constant dirhams 
[DH] (from DH101.525 to DH113.460 billion) over a 
three-year period; if we take 1987 as a basis, the GDP grew 
by 23.4 percent in four years! For Mr. Saadi, it is an 
established fact that the GDP growth rate is low: “The low 
GDP growth rate,” he writes, “is wue first to the fact that 
Moroccan economy is very vulnerable to weather condi- 
tions and to economic conditions worldwide. But the SAP 
also contributed to it in two ways: on the one hand, it 
increased the involvement of Moroccan economy on the 
world market, based on ill-advised specialization in low 
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value-added products, the prices of which fluctuate con- 
siderably on the world market; second, it triggered a 
shrinkage of the domestic demand as a result of the 
austerity imposed to the State—especially as far as eco- 
nomic intervention is concerned—and to low-income 
social strata. 


The author overlooks the disastrous harvest of 1992—and the 
1993 harvest as well—although he just wrote that the SAP 
benefited from “exceptional” weather conditions. Actually, 
these exceptional conditions did not bring about good har- 
vests, but bad ones. Besides, here are the results for the four 
leading grains (in million quintals): 1987: 42.1; 1988: 78.3; 
1989: 73.3; 1990: 61.9; 1991: 85.3; 1992: 28.6 [sic]. 


As for the “shrinkage of the domestic demand as a result of 
the austerity imposed to the State,” here are accurate 
figures: 


1. Government expenditures (GDP) (in constant dirhams): 
1988: DH15.521 [billion); 1989: 16.303; 1990: 16.572; 
1991: 17.343; 1992: 18.210. 


That is a constant progression (even in 1992); compared 

with 1988, it amounts to 17.3 percent. It is not a lot and 

undeniably an effort was made to reduce State expendi- 

tures, but you cannot waste money during a restructuring 

period. 

2. Household consumption (in billions of constant 
dirhams): 1988: 115.989; 1989: 127.197; 1990: 138.720; 
1991: 160.742; 1992: 159.667. 


Obviously, there was a marked shrinkage in 1992, but that 
was the year when the rural world saw its resources cut by 
DH9 billion compared with 1991. But can we really say 
that there was a “domestic shrinkage” during the four 
previous years? Besides, as can be seen, the 1992 shrinkage 
was due to the poor harvest, not to the SAP as Mr. Saadi 
would have us believe. 


As for the development of exports achieved by the SAP 
through deregulation and devaluation of the dirham, it is, 
he writes, “characterized by its weakness and it does not 
reflect an improvement in the economic competitiveness 
of the Moroccan economy at international level.” 


Mr. Saadi mentions the textile industry, “which suffers 
both from the depressed climate that prevails on foreign 
markets and from strong foreign competition,” in spite of 
which he notes that “the increase in exports during the 
second half of the eighties was due mostly to an increase in 
worldwide demand...."" Morocco’s lack of competitiveness, 
according to Mr. Saadi, comes from the fact that “the SAP 
completely overlooked the question of the creation of a 
local scientific and technical potentia!, and even specific 
problems that plague the industry,” and he added that the 
SAP “contributed to the deterioration of human resources 
through the severe cuts it made in the budgets of social 
services (especially education and health budgets)” (see 
Table |). Since 1988, credits allocated to National Educa- 
tion were increased by 58.2 percent; those allocated to 
Health, by 77.1 percent. 
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Table 1 - Increase in Budgets of Social Services 























(Operations and Investments) 
Education Health 
(Billion Dirhams) (Billion Dirhams) 
1988 9.448 1,721 
1989 10.627 1.737 
1990 11.803 2.082 
1991 12,093 2.161 
1992 14.229 2.777 
1994 14.950 3.048 
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Mr. Saadi goes on: “Another indicator of the negative 
impact of the SAP on the growth of productive forces 
is the stagnation of the investment rate” (Ratio of the 
GFCF [gross fixed capital formation] to the GDP: 
22.2 percent in 1980; 23 percent in 1985; and 23 
percent in 1992).“* [punctuation marks as published] 


Compared with the statistics published by the Min- 
istry of Planning (“Morocco in Figures’), these fig- 
ures are not accuratc. Here are the figures we found 
(in current dirhams: 





Table 2 - GFCF and GDP Increases (Billion Dirhams) 




















GFCF GDP Ratio 
1980 14.767 70.024 21% 
1985 24.724 119.658 20.7% 
1990! 51.179 207.876 24.6% 
1992 55.804 242.448 23% 











|. For information only. 





The GDP increased by 246 percent in 12 years, and the 
GFCF by 278 percent. Let us overlook “the SAP low 
impact” on agriculture (although “‘by eliminating subsidies 
for fertilizer and seed, it furthered a production cost 
increase”). Note that the 1994 Finance Law eliminates the 
PFI [import tax levy] and the value-added tax on fertilizer. 
As for the processing industry, “it is still handicapped by 
its low integration level, the uneven development of its 
branches, and it strong dependence on foreign suppliers of 
capital goods and inputs (raw materials, intermediate 
products), and its reorientation toward foreign markets 
was not enough to offset the negative impact of the 
shrinking domestic market; all this accounts for the low 
industrial growth rate experienced during the last 10 years 
(3.8 percent during the eighties, and 2.5 percent from 1990 
to 1992).” 


Let us take another look at the GDP figures (in constant 
dirhams) for the industry, during the nineties: 1990: 
DH40,284.2 million; 1991: DH42,845.1 million; 1992: 
DH45,015.1 million. 


Let us say it again: The industrial growth rate was 6.35 
percent in 1991, and 5.1 percent in 1992, in constant 
dirhams, which is far more than the results quoted by Mr. 
Saadi who, still with the same bias, goes on to consider the 
foreign debt problem. Here is what he has to say: 
“Although the SAP was supposed to settle the foreign debt 
issue once and for all and restore Morocco’s solvency, it 
appears that, after 10 years of structural adjustment, the 
foreign debt level remains particularly high ($21.3 billion 
in 1992). Certainly, the foreign debt/GDP ratio declined 
from 97 percent in i 983 to 78 percent in 1992, but the debt 
still places a burden on the State budget and on the balance 
of payment, and we should expect this burden to increase, 
as Morocco decided that, starting in 1993, it would no 
longer reschedule its foreign debt (as an example, it is 
expected that 19 percent of all the 1994 State budget 


resources will be earmarked to cover the foreign debt, 
which represents a considerable reduction of the resources 
available to stimulate the economy and start solving social 
problems).” 


Mr. Saadi probably imagined that the objective of the SAP 
was to obliterate the foreign debt. Actually, it was to enable 
Morocco to honor its signature. It did so, which greatly 
enhanced its credibility and the confidence it inspires in 
investors. 


Certainly, the debt is a heavy burden, and if we listened.to 
Mr. Saadi, who denounces “the drop in public invest- 
ments” during the eighties, it would be still higher. 


But our economist has a ready solution. You read it right: 
the foreign debt service “represents a considerable reduc- 
tion of the resources available to stimulate the economy 
and start solving social problems.” The message is clear. 
You see, all we have to do is eliminate that reduction, 
reschedule again, in other words, not pay what we owe. 


But eventually Morocco will pay a high, a very high price 
for such an irresponsible attitude (not to use another 
word). Therefore, let us clean up the mess. And long live 
the SAP! 


Family Appeals for Full Liberty, Rights 
94AF0104C Paris LE MONDE in French 25 Feb 94 p 2 


[Appeal by Malika, Myriem, Raouf, Maria-Inan, Sou- 
kaina, and Abdelatif Oufkir: “For Justice To Be Done” — 
first paragraph is LE MONDE introduction] 


[Text] The children of Morocco’s former interior minister, 
General Mohamed Oufkir, who is said to have committed 
suicide in August 1972, the day after the attack on the 
king’s airplane, have now been set free. But they claim 
their right to lead a normal life and in particular the right 
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to a passport enabling them to come and go. On the third 
anniversary of their release, they sent us this appeal. 


For the second time, having exhausted all hope, we make 
this appeal to recover our full freedom and the right to a 
life as normal as possible, if that still means anything after 
19 years of “disappearance” and detention for the only 
crime of bearing our father’s name. 


In 1987, having managed to dig a tunnel, it was to escape 
death among universal oblivion and to break the wall of 
silence that four of us got away from the Bir-Jdid camp, 
south of Casablanca, leaving behind the walls, watch 
towers, and barbed wires. After wandering for three days 
through our country, it was from Tangiers that we man- 
aged to send a “call for help” and express our most 
complete failure to understand what was happening to us. 


In fact, in 1972, when we were “taken away,” the oldest of us 
(a girl) was 18, and the youngest (a boy) two and a half. In a 
state of utter confusion, we wept, saying: “We are innocent.... 
Do you believe that children could be responsible for any 
such thing? We implore you to give us justice...” 


Soon arrested again in Tangiers, we did not remain at the 
Bir-Jdid camp. We were put in a farm near Marrakech 
where, for four and a half years, we lived under strict house 
arrest, with all the comfort we needed, but without ever 
going out. Four years and a half, after 15 long years of 
suffering. Meanwhile, the whole world knew, and we kept 
saying in our despair, that our only wish was “to recover 
our freedom and our rights, and to be able to live under our 
name, something for which we paid with our tears, our 
blood, and the best years of our lives.” 


The Right To Exist 


It was only on 26 February 1991, three years ago, that we 
were taken to Rabat to be released. Strange freedom, that 
we had forgotten and that the youngest among us had 
never known. Always accompanied at first, we took hesi- 
tating steps to find life, or find it again: the bustle and 
glitter of the streets, the rich clamor of the markets, the 
odors and beautiful light of our magnificent country, and 
the smiles of the people. 


From confinement to freedom, we were—and still are—in 
a situation with no precise status, with the impression that 
after 19 years of detention they left us on the street, with no 
concern for our exhausted bodies, our wounded hearts, our 
devastated lives. 


We kept silent, we believed in a solution with no new 
trauma, no confrontation, and no discredit to our country. 
We ardently wished for it and we undertook everything 
that was in our power: numerous and unceasing steps, 
officially, discreetly, through public officials whom we 
begged for help or through friends acting at our request, 
and even through their Royal Highnesses the princes and 
princesses who never rejected us or refused to listen to us, 
with simplicity and compassion. We wish to pay tribute to 
them here. 


However, we are still in a strange, difficult situation: 
“free” but without the right to travel, to discover the 
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world, unable to recover whatever remains of our property, 
without compensation also for the irreversible sequels of 
19 years of captivity. Our only hope now is to finally get 
the right to live, without being unjustly equated any longer 
with past events that were a tragedy for everybody, but a 
tragedy in which we were only bystanders, not the authors. 


We would like to take part, here or elsewhere according to 
the wishes of each of us, in our country’s life and develop- 
ment in all fields, without restriction, or prerequisites, or 
prejudice, or segregation, or “special status.” For we 
deeply love our country, and if our misfortune could have 
contributed, no maiter how little, to its happiness, then we 
would not have the bitter feeling that we have suffered in 
vain. 


We would like to be able to come and go in and out of 
Morocco, a right guaranteed to all citizens by our Consti- 
tution, and to be given the same opportunity to create and 
undertake as this entire dynamic generation who dreams 
only of making Morocco triumph in the concert of modern 
nations. 


The Children’s Innocence 


Today, with very few exceptions, which our officials say 
are about to be settled, all Moroccans have a passport. But 
an application was accepted for only one of us (a girl). That 
was 15 months ago, although the normal time it takes to 
obtain a passport is 30 days; and we have had no answer 


yet. 


Voltaire once said: “When innocence is persecuted, we are 
all concerned.” What would the great man have written 
about children’s innocence? It is not to go back over the 
past nor to dwell on our fate that we are making this 
appeal. It is out of despair and with humility that we do so, 
as we are fully aware of all the horrors that are tearing at 
the world and require absolute priority. 


We aspire to one thing only: to put behind us once and for 
all this page of Morocco’s history that has traumatized 
everybody. We merely hope that humanism, justice, 
morality, and right will eventually inspire a sincere gesture 
that might help us look forward to a serene future in spite 
of the implacable fate that struck us. 


The question today is no longer about our survival, but 
about our lives. We beg to be given the freedom and means 
enabling each of us to take charge of their lives. Is it wrong 
to claim the right to live, to exist in one’s own country or 
elsewhere? Is it wrong to aspire to equal opportunity and 
equal treatment? Is it wrong, after all that we were unjustly 
subjected to, to ask for the means to live with dignity? 


Because of what curse should we go on living like shadows 
haunted by the past? When will we be given the right to 
exist as individuals rather than as “‘a case”? When will we 
be relieved from that terrible and unjust fate that over- 
whelmed us and left scars on our souls and our lives, a fate 
that nothing and nobody can justify? 


We plead here that justice be at last done to us. 
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SUDAN 
Update on Al-Turabi’s Health 


Head Injury Effects 
94L.D0013Y London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
13 Feb 94 pp 46-49 


[Article by "Uthman Mirghani; part two of several: “What 
Is Secret Behind al-Turabi’s Disappearance for One Week 
Every Month; In Wake of Attack, He Suffered From 
Unconsciousness, Loss of Speech Ability, and Partial 
Paralysis; Struggle for Succession Between NIF Old and 
Young Decided in Favor of ’Ali "Uthman; Taha Tried To 
Seize Sole Control of Decision-Making and To Succeed 
al-Turabi in His Life; First Time al-Turabi Appeared 
Before Sudanese Was Through Silent TV Film; AL- 
MAJALLAH Publishes Text of Medical Report Presented 
to Canadian Court”) 


[Text] The issue of the assault on Sudan’s NIF [National 
Islamic Front] Secretary General Dr. Hasan al-Turabi, 
who is cousid*red by many the power behind the throne in 
Sudan today.! at Ottawa Airport nearly 20 months ago 
resurfaced pr, minently when the Canadian court consid- 
ering the cas} acquitted Hashim Badr-al-Din, a former 
international udanese karate player and the man charged 
with committing the assault. 


During the trifil, numerous questions were raised about the 
circumstance en<ulfing the assault and about al-Turabi’s 
health. Since) the court issued its verdict, numerous 
pending issuis have continued, such as: how has the 
incident affected al-Turabi physically and psychologically? 
Has he recove'ed from it or is he still suffering from some 
of its effects? {Vas there really a plot behind the assault, as 
some parties fave implied, or was the attack an individual 
act motivatec| by a “feeling of being wronged by what is 
going on in }udan,” as Hashim Badr-al-Din has said? 
What are the! causes of the clamor which accompanied 
al-Turabi’s viJit to Canada? Why did the Canadian con- 
sular office ii Washington refuse to grant al-Turabi an 
entry visa initially but changed its mind afterward? Was 
the visit to Canada a missionary and call-oriented visit, as 
al-Turabi said, or was it to hold political and trade talks 
and to discuss transactions in the areas of transportation, 
banking, communications, and pharmaceuticals, 
according to one of three Canadian parliamentary deputies 
who were to meet with al-Turabi during his visit? 


There are other questions: how did the Sudanese opposi- 
tion in Canada learn of al-Turabi’s itinerary, even though 
it had not been announced officially? What are the circum- 
stances that led to the lack of guards to protect al-Turabi 
before he left Ottawa? Was al-Turabi traveling under his 
real name or under the assumed name of “Martin Loony,” 
as some parties have implied” 


These questions and others were raised during the trial, 
and some of them have remained unanswered, thus adding 
more mystery and excitement to this issue. 






a 





In a series of articles, AL-MAJALLAH will review some 
aspects of the case, of the trial, and of the accompanying 
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controversy. It will also publish for the first time a photo- 
graph of Dr. al-Turabi in the hospital room immediately 
after the incident. This was the first photograph presented 
to the jury as part of the evidence aimed at acquainting the 
court with the injuries sustained by al-Turabi in the 
incident. Following is the second part of this report: 


Since the assault on Dr. Hasan al-Turabi at Ottawa Airport 
in May 1992, numerous questions have been raised 
regarding the health of the Sudanese National Islamic 
Front secretary general and on whether al-Turabi has 
recovered from the consequences of the incident or 
whether he is still suffering from it physically and psycho- 
logically despite the lapse of 19 months since the assault. 
Even though al-Turabi has resumed his activities and even 
though he made his first two “official” foreign trips last 
year, visiting Afghanistan, via Pakistan, and the Vatican, 
numerous Sudanese, including some officials and some 
who are close to al-Turabi’s family, say that the incident 
has left its imprints on al-Turabi physically and psycho- 
logically. These people reiterate that al-Turabi “‘disap- 
pears” from time to time for a period of one week for 
treatment from the effects of the Ottawa incident. Inter- 
pretations vary on the details. Some say that the NIF 
secretary general is taken to a place knowr only to a few, 
where he stays for a week out of sight to be treated with 
some drugs that have an evident effect on the man and on 
his general capabilities. Others say that he resorts to 
complete rest during this disappearance because he feels 
extremely tired and exhausted after any effort that he 
exerts. 


In addition to some officials who work with the current 
regime and who do not wish to reveal their identity, Aldo 
Ajo Deng, deputy speaker of Sudan’s Transitional 
National Assembly (parliament) who broke away from the 
government last month and applied for political asylum in 
England, has also talked about this issue. He said that 
al-Turabi “is hidden” from sight for one week a month to 
rest and regain his energy, which seems to have declined 
greatly since the Ottawa incident. He added that numerous 
people have noticed that al-Turabi tires quickly and that 
his train of thought is affected if he takes part in a long 
conversation or in a public event that requires one to stand 
and concentrate for a long time. 


Feeling of Exhaustion 


In a press interview in the wake of the incident, al-Turabi 
said that he felt exhausted. Moreover, the physician who 
treated him at Civic Hospital in Canada told the court 
which considered Hashim Badr-al-Din’s case last year that 
the patient (al-Turabi) had not regained his normal condi- 
tion when he left the hospital. On top of this, the medical 
report that was submitted to the court noted that al-Turabi 
may need treatment in a “special unit” in the United 
Staies or Switzerland to regain his fitness. It is not known 
to date whether al-Turabi has received such special treat- 
ment, keeping in mind that he has not visited the United 
States since the Ottawa incident and that it has not been 
announced or learned that he has visited Switzerland since 
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that date, even though rumors were circulated in Sudanese 
circles last year about a “secret visit” al-Turabi made to 
Switzerland. 


Extent of Injuries 


Al-Turabi (62) suffered a brain concussion, lost his speech 
ability, and experienced extreme weakness on the right 
side of his body as a result of the incident. A Canadian 
police officer is reported to have said in the wake of the 
incident that the blow al-Turabi received from Badr- 
al-Din did not cause much and that the main 
injury resulted when al-Turabi’s head collided with the 
ground when he fell. That collision caused a nearly two- 
inch long wound on the right side of the back of his head. 
The wound did not need to be surgically stitched but it 
caused a brain concussion, which began as minor but 
intensified by the third day, according to the report of Dr. 
Vasco da Silva, the physician who treated al-Turabi at 
Civic Hospital. 

Before the court considering Badr-al-Din’s case, da Silva 
described al-Turabi’s injuries as follows: “The injuries can 
be described as three parts: al-Turabi suffered a superficial 
wound to the scalp, and this is the first part. The second 
part is the slight concussion which basically manifests 
itself in a passing or transient loss of consciousness lasting 
between 15 to 20 minutes. The more serious injury, which 
represents the third part, was suffered in what can be 
characterized as a brain concussion. 


“As a result of these injuries, especially the third part, 
al-Turabi experienced unconsciousness and exhaustion. 
He started to breathe haltingly, and he lost all ability to 
speak and to respond to verbal commands. This dictated 
his return to the intensive care room on the third day of his 
admission to the hospital.” da Silva characterized the loss 
of ability to respond to verbal commands as the “worrying 
element” which alerted him to the fact that al-Turabi's 
head injury was not as slight as it had seemed to be 
initially. 

In his testimony before the court, Dasilva added: “I 
realized then that there was something worrying about him 
(al-Turabi) because he wasn’t able to talk properly. When 
one spoke to him, he answered on a totally different issue, 
meaning that his disturbed ability to speak made me 
conclude that there was a positional fault in the brain. This 
was confirmed by our [later] diagnosis, which showed what 
I have characterized as a brain concussion.” 


Court Dialogue 
The following dialogue then took place between Dr. da 


Silva and the attorney defending Badr-al-Din (the defen- 
dant) in court: 


[Attorney] When you say that he (al-Turabi) was giving 
illogical answers, do you mean that he was unable to talk? 


[Da Silva] He talked. Yes, he talked on the first and second 
day after his admission to the hospital. But if one asked 
him: How are you? He would respond: in Toronto, thank 


you. 
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[Attorney] But there was no problem in his ability to 
speak? 


[Da Silva] This is what one can call impossible or dis- 
turbed speech. What I mean is this sort of illogical 
responses. 


[Attorney] Did you decide that there was a concussion 
after the sectional scanning of the brain, or did you make 
your decision before the scan was conducted. 


[Da Silva] I felt tiat there was something wrong with the 
brain before the sectional scan was made. The result of the 
scan confirmed my doubts. 


Questions and answers then revolved around permission 
given by Dr. da Silva to a physician named 'Abd-al-Amin, 
who arrived from Chicago on 27 May 1992 (two days after 
the incident), to examine Dr. al-Turabi at his famil’s 
request. The attorney wondered if it was normal to permit 
Dr. ’Abd-al-Amin to examine al-Turabi even though he 
had come from abroad, meaning that he did not belong to 
the staff working at Civic Hospital. In response, Dr. da 
Silva said that this was not unusual and noted that Dr. 
al-Amin suggested two kinds of drugs to treat al-Turabi. 


According to the medical report, Dr. al-Turabi had an 
allergic reaction and developed a skin rash because of one 
of the two drugs. Dr. al-Turabi also experienced weakness 
on the right side of his body and a total loss of his speech 
ability. After 19 days in the hospital, there was improve- 
ment in the condition of Dr. al-Turabi, who regained his 
ability to speak and started to walk a little around his 
room. He also continued to take his medication. 


Condition Engulfed in Ambiguity 

Al-Turabi’s health condition was encircled by walls of 
“official” silence through his stay at the hospital. Civic 
Hospital officials were asked not to make any statements 
about his health. Reporters’ questions were referred to the 
Sudanese Embassy in Ottawa, which either refused to 
answer the questions or offered vague answers. 


Ambiguity continued to engulf al-Turabi’s condition even 
after his return to Khartoum on 21 June 1992. The 
authorities concerned prevented people from visiting him, 
and only a few relatives and close associates saw him. 
Writing about al-Turabi’s return, AL-INQADH A!- 
WATANI, the government paper, said, “al-Turabi’s 
kinsmen, and those who love him and who are close to him 
and who were around him or in contact with the Canadian 
hospital where he was being treated, received saddening 
medical reports at times and encouraging reports at other 
times. But the final days of his weeks of recuperation 
witnessed improvement that doctors could not believe and 
that surprised observers, considering that he began to 
regain his health and to act as if nothing had happened.” 


SUNA, the Sudanese News Agency, also circulated a 
report on al-Turabi’s return to Khartoum from Ottawa in 
which it said that he was “in good health.” But all other 
reports and sources said that, even though al-Turabi felt 
great improvement in his health, he continued to suffer 
from the effects of the incident for a long time. The first 
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time the Sudanese people saw al-Turabi after his incident 
was in a “silent film” shown by Sudanese television on a 
visit which Lieuteaant-General "Umar al-Bashir, the Rev- 
olutionary Command Council chairman, paid to al- 
Turabi’s home to reassure himself about al-Turabi’s health 
nearly one week after he had returned to Khartoum. In the 
film, .he NIF secretary general looked pale and exhausted 
and his voice could not be heard during his conversation 
with Lieutenant-General al-Bashir. 


Some people who were permitted to visit al-Turabi weeks 
after his return have reported that he could not stand for a 
long time, even though he leaned on a walking stick, and 
that he also had difficulty moving his right arm and foot 
because of a slight paralysis resulting form the incident. He 
seemed to have difficulty speaking. It was also noticed that 
he talked about nothing other than the incident. Some 
people interpreted this as part of the psychological effect of 
the assault and injury. 


On 31 July 1992, a ceremony was held in the Green Square 
in Khartoum on the occasion of al-Turabi’s return and 
“recovery.” Al-Turabi delivered an address in which he 
said, according to SUNA, “God fated me to survive and 
He prolonged my life after they paralyzed a part of my 
body and stopped my tongue from speaking. But God has 
restored my speech to me and has healed my paralyzed 
side.” Al-Turabi added, “Muslims are the source of the 
invocation for my recovery.” He also alluded to a plot to 
assassinate him. 


Despite the lapse of 18 months since that ceremony, there 
are still those who say that al-Turabi, even though he has 
largely recovered his health and his abilities, continues to 
suffer from some effects of that incident and that he still 
needs medication and periods of treatment and rest. 


Questions About His Future 


The assault on al-Turabi created great confusion within the 
NIF ranks and it almost touched off an open conflict 
within the NIF leadership ranks between those aspiring to 
succeed al-Turabi and those advocating a change in the 
leadership system so as to fill the void that developed at 
the time or that could develop in the future if the incident 
were to leave lasting effects on the secretary general’s 
health. According to reports leaked at the time, a number 
of the NIF leaders raised the issue of forming a collective 
leadership to fill the void during al-Turabi’s presence in 
the hospital for treatment and to replace him in case he 
disappears or becomes unable to work. It was reported that 
the names proposed to form that leadership were those of 
NIF Deputy Secretary General ’Ali "Uthman Muhammad 
Taha, Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Rahman, Ibrahim al-Sinusi, Yasin 
"Umar al-Imam, and "Uthman Khalid Mudawi. But the 
proposal was rejected by ’Ali "Uthman, who insisted that 
the adoption of such a step could produce adverse results 
and reflect the regime as a regime experiencing void or 
weakness because of al-Turabi’s absence. 


‘Ali "Uthman’s argument did not convince the NIF’s “old 
generation” who saw that "Uthman was trying to gain sole 
control of the decisionmaking and to succeed al-Turabi 
“even while he is still alive.” The feelings of annoyance 
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among the ranks of the “old generation” began to appear 
in what this generation's men said in their private sessions. 
Some of them talked about endeavors by ‘Ali "Uthman to 
marginalize others and about "Uthman’s efforts to gain 
control of affairs and to impose his teudencies on the NIF 
and on the regime. 


It is to be noted that the majority of the Sudanese speak of 
‘Ali "Uthman as the planning head behind the 30 June 
1989 coup and as the real director of numerous domestic 
affairs, especially since al-Turabi is inclined to devote a 
large part of his time to working and planning with the 
other movements connected with the NIF in the region. It 
has been noticed that since the assault on al-Turabi, ’Ali 
"Uthman has begun to figure more prominently in the 
political arena, has begun to assume ministerial positions, 
and has begun to expand his powers and to enlarge the 
sphere of his influence by giving positions to the Front’s 
“young generation” and by marginalizing the “old gener- 
ation” that can dispute his leadership of the NIF action. 


Even though al-Turabi has begun to exercise hie 'cadership 
tasks since his return and, to a large degree, his recovery, 
some sort of division of roles has surfaced between him 
and ‘Ali "Uthman, with al-Turabi devoting most of his 
attention and time to the foreign movement and contacts 
and to coordination with other fundamentalist movements 
through the facade of the Islamic Arab Popular Confer- 
ence. Meanwhile, Ali "Uthman takes charge of domestic 
executive action, with the role of grand “master” and guide 
maintained by al-Turabi in the domestic arena as well. 


Many in the NIF and outside it realize that it will be 
difficult for "Uthman to fill the void created in case 
al-Turabi disappears. This is because "Uthman lacks al- 
Turabi’s long experience and his extensive network of 
foreign relations. "Uthman is not even known to many 
beyond Sudan’s border, and some view him as more of a 
political figure than a religious leader. 


This is why NIF cohesion and unity seem to be tied to 
al-Turabi and to the extent of his ability to overcome the 
effects of the Ottawa incident, especially in light of the 
growing crises and pressures confronting the Sudanese 
regime internally and externally. 


Doctor’s Report 
94LD0013Z London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
13 Feb 94 p 48 


[Text] Dr. Hasan al-Turabi was assaulted at Ottawa Air- 
port on the evening of 25 May 1992. According to wit- 
nesses, al-Turabi received one or two blows to the head by 
a karate expert. Consequently, he fell down and his head 
collided with the ground, causing him to lose conscious- 
ness for 15-20 minutes. 


Al-Turabi arrived at the Civic Hospital’s emergency sec- 
tion at 1935. He was breathing normally, and his pulse and 
blood pressure were stable and within normal range. 


There was blood in the nostrils, the upper lip was swollen, 
and there was a wound on the right rear side of the head. 
But no operation was needed to stitch the wound. 
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His eyes opened automatically, and he responded to verbal 
directions most of the time. But his verbal responses were 
not logical. Despite this, he showed no sign of weakness at 
the time. 


A sectional brain scan showed a concussion in the front left 
side and temple. But the examination showed no blockage 
at the base of the skull, excluding a slight swelling in the 
left section of the skull. 


Treatment with dexamethasone was initiated and Dr. 
al-Turabi spent the night of his hospital admission in the 
intensive care unit. On the following day (26 May), he was 
transferred to the neurosurgery ward. Dr. ’Abd-al-Amin 
visited Dr. al-Turabi on 27 May at the request of al- 
Turabi’s family. Dr. ‘Abd-al-Amin suggested that al- 
Turabi be treated with minitol and phenytoin. 


Repeated brain scans showed signs of a broader concus- 
sion than shown initially by the preliminary tests. It also 
became evident that there was great accumulation of 
fluids. It further became manifestly clear that the patient 
had lost the ability to speak. 


On 28 May, Dr. al-Turabi seemed to be extremely 
exhausted and sleepy and totally unable to speak. More- 
over, he was breathing haltingly. (A test of carbon dioxide 
pressure in the blood showed a reading of 47 TUR (mea- 
suring unit). He was readmitted to the intensive care unit 
and hooked to intravenous tubes and a breathing machine. 
His condition remained stable until the tube leading to the 
lungs through the trachea was removed. This was followed 
by a weakness of 4/5 degrees on the right side and total loss 
of speech. 


On 2 June, al-Turabi was taken out of the intensive care 
unit. On 4 June, a rash appeared on his skin, and it was 
attributed to an allergic reaction to the drug dilantin. 
Consequently, it was decided to treat him with 250 milli- 
grams of valboric acid three times daily. His treatment 
with minitol was suspended, the dosage of dexamethasone 
was reduced, and feeding by tube was resumed. 


After this, al-Turabi was able to take a few steps in his 
room and could urinate without help from anybody. He 
also regained his ability to understand verbal directions, 
along with the ability to read and write. This was on 13 
June. He also became able to feed himself. 


The treatment with valboric acid may continue for six 
months. It is likely that a degree of the inability to 
comprehend and a large degree of the inability to speak 
will persist in a manner that cannot be determined by the 
preliminary tests. If his family agrees, Dr. al-Turabi can be 
helped to regain his fitness in a special unit, either in the 
United States or in Europe. This can be done on his way 
back to his country or shortly after he arrives in Sudan. | 
personally prefer that he be treated at a European center. 
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TUNISIA 


UDU Secretary-General Discusses Elections 


94AF0102A Tunis REALITES in French 17 Feb 94 
pp 14-15 


[Interview with Abderrahmane Tlili, secretary-general of 
the Unionist Democratic Union, by Fatiha Ferchouche; 
place and date not given: “‘The Problem of the Arab 
World Has Been and Remains Democracy’; first 
paragraph is REALITES introduction] 


[Text] The secretary-general of the UDU [Unionist Demo- 
cratic Union] here makes a general survey. He talks about 
pan-Arabism, the SAP [Structural Adjustment Program], 
and the upcoming elections in this inierview. 


[Ferchouche] What distinguishes the UDU from other 
parties and the RCD [Constitutional and Democratic 
Rally}? 


[Tlili] We are the only Tunisian party to have incorporated 
the Arab dimension into its political program. All the 
others, on the other hand, and I am not being polemical 
here at all, have added that element to their— 
demagogic—rhetoric purely as a matter of opportunism 
since the crisis in the Gulf. 


[Ferchouche] Isn’t that paradoxical—didn't the Gulf crisis 
reveal the failure of pan-Arabism or at least of a certain 
form of pan-Arabism? 


[Tlili] For our part, we feel that nationalism is a basic fact 
among peoples. This is true even in the most authoritarian 
regimes like the former USSR, where, despite the support 
of Marxist ideology, the transfers of populations, and the 
“integration” policies, it was impossible to wipe out 
nationalism. What has happened in the Arab world is the 
failure of Arab nationalists, not of Arab nationalism. It is 
the same failure as that experienced by all those who have 
not incorporated the democratic dimension into their 
platforms and actions—a!l those who have used the just 
aspirations of the people as the basis of their dictatorships. 
The problem of the Arab world has been and remains 
democracy. For that matter, the simple reason why all 
attempts at union have always failed is, basically, the 
absence of democracy, on which the fate of any political 
plan depends nowadays. 


{Ferchouche] What is your economic program? 


[Tlili] It is premature to talk about an economic program 
when the election campaign has not yet officially begun. 
We will have plenty of time to explain our entire election 
platform to you. But here are the main outlines: we will 
place special emphasis on three problems: employment 
and vocational training, regional development, and 
exports. It is true that those problems are current topics 
and that they are being dealt with by the authorities, but 
the UDU is trying to find better solutions to them. 


Employment, which is currently the scourge of the West, 
could become a real problem in coming years if care is not 
taken. However, and this is not among its least advantages, 
the Tunisian economy still has several pools of jobs, 
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although some sectors may be called upon sooner or later 
to undergo severe restructuring. Besides the need to carry 
out public works projects that are essential for modern- 
izing our infrastructures, it would be sufficient, for 
example, to implement a new urban policy, if only by 
applying the legal arsenal available to the municipal 
governments, to create thousands of jobs. 


Vocational training is such an overworked subject that it is 
tending to become a pet theme. Without going into detail, 
I will say that we will propose an upgrading of training in 
the basic and service occupations, a coordination of 
training with the needs of the economy, and, above all, the 
supplying of training that will meet the requirements of 
relocation, particularly as regards certain jobs with a future 
such as data processing, telematics, and so on. Just con- 
sider that Swissair subcontracts its accounting to Bombay, 
India, whereas we are continuing to be subcontractors in 
areas where we will soon be supplanted by the Asian 
countries, especially China and Vietnam! 


As far as regional development is concerned, we will 
propose the establishment of economic zones and devel- 
opment centers that will have their own iunds, which will 
be determined in proportion to their rates of growth. 


[Ferchouche] Are you talking about decentralization? 


[Tlili] It is no longer a question of decentralization, but 
rather of regionalization. Those regions will also have 
certain prerogatives clearly defined by law to enable them 
to take full or partial responsibility for certain sectors of 
economic, social, and cultural life that have traditionally 
been managed by the central government (schools, hospi- 
tals, and so on). This should result in genuine interregional 
competition. 


As regards exports—another subject that everybody talks 
about but very few understand—we feel that our export 
products will not be able to survive international compe- 
tition, especially after 1995, which is when the GATT 
agreements will take effect, unless they are competitive in 
terms of quality, enter the distribution channels, and carry 
guarantees of quality and origin. 


All of this will require a great deal of financial investment. 
Are domestic savings sufficient to carry out all those 
programs? We do not think so. Hence the need for foreign 
investment, and we estimate that at least $1.5 billion per 
year will be needed for 10 years or so. And it seems 
obvious to us that Tunisia is not benefiting sufficiently 
from the opportunities for financial investment from 
abroad or from the relocation of industry from North to 
South: China attracted more than $130 billion in foreign 
investment in 1993. 


[Ferchouche] The great majority of the parties have criti- 
cized the SAP. What is your position on that subject? 


[Tlili} The SAP is a necessity, and regardless of our 
judgment and opinion of that program, it has obviously 
made steady progress over the past several years. Its first 
phase is drawing to a close. It has yielded favorable results 
from the standpoint of overall balances and growth. Those 
successes are due basically to the fact that Tunisia, through 
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the personal impetus given by President Ben Ali, has 
managed to safeguard its social gains, something that is not 
the case in other countries, where we have seen the rise of 
discontent and even popular revolts following implemen- 
tation of the SAP. 


For our part, we ourselves were saying from the start that 
those social gains—the quality of social services and public 
service—should not be victims of the SAP, because we feel 
that growth in the GNP [gross national product] is worth 
the trouble only if it does not make the rich richer and the 
poor poorer—that is, if it guarantees a maximum of 
general satisfaction. 


[Ferchouche] How do you intend to approach the elec- 
tions? 


[Tlili] Under our internal rules, it is the National Council 
that decides election policy and appoints candidates. To 
begin with, work has been done at the regional federation 
level to draw up consensual slates of candidates. Now it 
will be up the National Council to ratify those rank- 
and-file decisions or arbitrate disagreements. 


{Ferchouche] Are alliances planned in connection with the 
elections? 


[Tlili] Alliances are no longer the order of the day. Putting 
together a coalition based on a common platform is out of 
date, and the timetable does not allow for it. That being 
said, we have been consistently calling for the formation of 
a democratic front since 6 April 1989, but we have also 
been insisting that such a front should be based on a 
common platform, not on a temporary coalition, because 
right from the start, we were afraid of combinations with a 
subjectively ephemeral character. On the other hand, I 
think there is still time for technical agreements among the 
parties aimed at ensuring that the elections go smoothly. 
At any rate, all we can say at this stage is that policies of 
one-upmanship must be avoided, because any one- 
upmanship leads to the appearance, if only temporarily, of 
extremes, meaning, in our case, a victory by all those who 
do not want Tunisia to get in step with the multiparty 
system and democracy. 


[Ferchouche] In your opinion, what are the s.cessary 
conditions for the success of the election campaign? 


[Tlili] Political action cannot be regulated solely by laws. 
The law is often ahead of reality, and mentalities must also 
change. That change is slowly but surely taking place in our 
country. Because of that, and speaking generally, we want 
the campaign on radio and television in particular to take 
place in conditions that will allow the various parties to 
express themselves and clearly set forth their platforms, 
thereby enabling the citizens to vote for the party they 
choose on the basis of its platform rather than on the basis 
of clever slogans. Because when all is said and done, the big 
challenge ia the elections lies not so much in their com- 
petitive nature and the results they lead to as it does in the 
awareness that the voter gains through his action as a 
citizen capable of influencing, not to say directing, his 
country’s policy on the basis of his basic choices. 


[Ferchouche] How do you see the postelection period? 
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[Tlili} It is difficult to foresee the postelection period, but 
what one can say today is that on 21 March, all the parties 
in the race will have to assess the operation. Will we 
witness a movement to found new parties or realign some 
old ones? Perhaps. For our part, we have already scheduled 
a National Council meeting for the period after the elec- 
tion. There we will have to genuinely assess our election 
results and, on that basis, decide what steps to take. One 
such step might even be the calling of a special congress 
this fall. 


Overview of LTDH Congress Featured 


Marzouki Walks out 
94AFOI01A Tunis REALITES in French 17 Feb 94 pp 6-8 


[Article by Moncef Mahroug: “Secrets of the Congress”; 
first paragraph is REALITES introduction 


[Text] The LTDH [Tunisian Human Rights League] Con- 
gress—which ended better than it began—was a bitter battle 
both on the rostrum and behind the scenes. 


“I am deeply moved by what we have just experienced at 
the opening of the congress. The sincere elite, which took 
the initiative 16 years ago in establishing the first human 
rights movement not only in Tunisia but also in the Arab 
world, in Africa, and beyond—that elite would never have 
thought that one day we would be experiencing moments 
like those we have just witnessed. It was my duty to say this 
to you because that is what I deeply feel.” That was how 
Hassib Ben Ammar, president of the Arab Institute of 
Human Rights and one of the LTDH founding fathers, 
addressed members and congressional delegates from the 
rostrum of the fourth LTDH Congress. In a trembling 
voice, he expressed and showed his emotion and pain at 
the distressing spectacle the LTDH made of itself before its 
members and everyone else during the first few minutes of 
a congress that was supposed to have marked the organi- 
zation’s rebirth. 


Flashback: In an electric atmosphere and in the presence of 
24 other members of the LTDH Managing Committee— 
their faces as tense and somber as his own—Moncef 
Marzouki, the organization’s president, stepped before a 
microphone and, surprisingly, began singing the national 
anthem. The audience hesitated a moment before singing 
along with the LTDH president—whose action seemed 
intended as a response to those who, in his own words, say 
that he is “a tool of foreign interests”—but join in it did. 
Then Marzouki said: “With head held high, I open this 
congress, the fourth congress of the Tunisian Human 
Rights League.” He immediately launched into a severe 
indictment of the government's policy on individual and 
collective freedoms and human rights. In passing, he 
responded to the criticisms leveled at him by certain 
people and their accusations concerning him—including 
the charge, which he himself mentioned, that he had not 
sought consensus. 


The speech by the LTDH president was not to the liking of 
a great many people, and among his colleagues on the 
Managing Committee, Vice President Khemais Chammari 
was the first to show his displeasure and express it loudly. 
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As soon as it became evident to him that the LTDH 
president—who had long been complaining to anyone who 
would listen that he was being “deprived of the right to 
speak” —was not going to simply welcome the key person- 
alities invited by the LTDH to the opening session of its 
fourth congress, Khemais Chammari stood up and went to 
sit in the second row on the rostrum. It was a way of 
expressing his reservations about the speech being deliv- 
ered by the LDTH president, and Hichem Gribaa soon 
followed suit by leaving the rostrum altogether. 


“So many hardships endured by this league...."" When he 
realized that the LTDH president was going to take his 
sweet time, Khemais Chammari let his anger burst into the 
open and began protesting Moncef Marzouki’s attitude. 
That is what he and other members of the Managing 
Committee had threatened to do if Marzouki did not 
prepare his speech—-supposedly to be delivered in the 
name of the Managing Committee—and submit it to the 
other committee members for their approval. Their vain 
attempts to get him to do so had been evaded by Marzouki 
on various grounds during the three weeks preceding the 


congress. 


In Amilcar on Day “‘J-1,” the members of the Managing 
Committee returned to the attack. This time Moncef 
Merzouki flatly refused to comply, then changed his mind 
and promised to prepare a text and submit it on Saturday 
just before the congress opened. But the congress was 
scheduled to open at 1000, and the LDTH president did 
not arrive in Amilcar until 0940. That made it impossible 
for the Managing Committee to meet and pin down the 
text of the opening speech. It was on the steps of the hall 
where the congress was to meet that the president of the 
LTDH let a member of the Managing Committee in on the 
contents of the speech he prepared. But that member 
realized afterward that the league’s president had, in fact, 
read only the first two or three pages of the speech to him, 
and there was almost nothing offensive in those pages. 


The speech of the LDTH president antagonized not only 
his colleagues on the Managing Committee but also some 
of the guests, especially Yadh El Ouedreni, minister- 
adviser to the chief of state for human rights; Minister of 
National Education Mohamed Charfi; and Hatem Ben 
Othman, deputy secretary general of the Constitutional 
Democratic Rally, all three of whom left the congress 
auditorium as a sign of protest against the speech by the 
LDTH president. 


At that point, chaos broke out. An infuriated Khemais 
Chammari was less and less able to controi his anger. For 
his part, Moncef Marzouki began translating his own 
speech from Arabic into French—even though three inter- 
preters hired by the LTDH were in the auditorium. Then, 
imperceptibly, the LDTH president began speaking more 
in French and giving only a condensed translation in 
Arabic, as though the ambassadors and the representatives 
of international organizations became, as Hassib Ben 
Ammar put it, his main audience and the congress 
delegates merely a secondary group of listeners. 
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Following a brief interruption, Moncef Marzouki resumed 
the reading of his speech after Taoufik Bouderbala, LDTH 
secretary-general, stepped in to ask the audience to stop 
interrupting the speaker. In a voice hoarse with emotion, 
the LDTH president offered “the apologies of the league, 
because I was a man prevented from speaking for months.” 
That brought another interruption by Khemais Chammari: 
“My brothers and sisters, the problem is simple: up until 
this morning we had not read the text. Moncef refused. 
This has been going on for five years. Unfortunately, he 
rejects collective action.” 


There was a second attempt by the LTDH secretary- 
general to calm a number of delegates standing up for 
Moncef Marzouki: “No, no, please; our work is not going 
to progress normally and be profitable if this keeps up. 
Please let him finish. This is not the way the league is in the 
habit of opening its congresses. We have only one objec- 
tive, and that is to preserve the league, preserve its unity 
and independence, and make the congress a success.” 


The LTDH president resumed his speech, but again he was 
interrupted by several members of the Managing Com- 
mittee, who reminded Marzouki that there was no need for 
him to translate his own speech. Suddenly the LDTH 
president changed his tone and attitude. He dropped a 
bombshell: “In order to help the league, I am informing 
you officially and definitely that I have decided to with- 
draw my candidacy for the Managing Committee and the 
presidency of the league, and the reason is what you have 
just witnessed in this auditorium. I am withdrawing from 
this congress, and I call on you to continue the struggle.” 
Before carrying out his decision, the outgoing president of 
the league made a gesture intended to give the thumbs up 
to his friends and allies, calling on the congress to support 
“the militant, progressive, and independence-minded 
league” and to elect “a leadership made up of the most 
courageous men and women in order to face up to this 
difficult situation.” 


Some of the delegates halfheartedly opposed Moncef Mar- 
zouki’s decision, but a Managing Committee member 
shouted to him that: “there is not going to be a plebiscite.” 
While refusing to speak himself, Taoufik Bouderbala 
offered the opportunity to those members of the Managing 
Committee who wanted to say something. Frej Fennich 
accepted that responsibility and the risk it involved. He 
spoke mainly in response to Moncef Marzouki. 


Unlike the outgoing president of the LTDH, who spoke 
in the first person singular, Frej Fennich spoke on 
behalf of all the members of the Managing Committee. 
So while Moncef Marzouki claimed to have his “head 
held high,”’ Frej Fennich claimed that “with heads held 
high and on behalf of the LTDH Managing Com- 
mittee, we collectively welcome the congress delegates 
and guests.” Frej Fennich directed another shaft at 
Moncef Marzouki when he proclaimed that “the league 
is the league of all Tunisians,” that “we thought we had 
left the era of personal power behind,” and that “the 
congress delegates are sovereign.” 
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Helped by Hassib Ben Ammar, the members of the Man- 
aging Committee were able to restore calm in the audito- 
rium. After first announcing, it is true, an effort to per- 
suade Moncef Marzouki to come back into the auditorium. 
The LTDH president eventually agreed. But once back on 
the rostrum, he stated firmly: “I am not withdrawing my 
decision to withdraw my candidacy. And I do not take 
back a single thing I have said.” 


At the end of the opening session, Moncef Marzouki 
left the congress auditorium and the hotel. And he did 
not set foot in it again. His absence when delibera- 
tions resumed intrigued his friends. Worried by his 
prolonged absence, they briefly considered informing 
the deiegates of ““Moncef Marzouki’s disappearance.” 
Most members of the Managing Committee opposed 
the idea. Some of them, including Hassib Ben 
Ammar, contacted several members of the govern- 
ment by telephone. The latter informed them that the 
authorities concerned did not know where Moncef 
Marzouki was. His whereabouts were learned early 
- evening: he had simply gone back to his home in 
usse. 


New LTDH Leadership 
94AF0101B Tunis REALITES in French !7 Feb 94 p 9 


[Article by Khemais Chammari: “After the Crisis, Hope’’] 


[Text] The fourth LTDH Congress, the keynote of which 
was the autonomy and freedom of associations, was not 
the failure that some people were expecting. Quite the 
contrary. 


Let us overlook the dismaying and tragicomic episode at 
the opening session, the only reason for which was the 
outgoing president's deliberate refusal to accept the dem- 
ocratic rule that called for submitting his opening speech— 
designed to be a speech of defiance and pique—to the 
Managing Committee for its review. 


Let us also overlook, despite its seriousness, the violence 
done to a journalist-photographer and the terrorism in the 
form of insults and threats that a tiny minority of congress 
delegates belonging to the extreme left tried in vain to 
impose on the congress, which remained a congress of free 
expression and energy. 


Instead, let us remember the remarkable calmness of the 
officers of the congress (Taieb Baccouche and the seven 
other officers), the efficient organization thanks to the 
logistic support provided by the Arab Institute of Human 
Rights, the productive discussions in committee and in the 
plenary sessions, the pluralistic debate, and, last, that 
democratic space that is unique in our country and that we 
absolutely must preserve. 


Yes, it is with heads held high that the old members are 
leaving the league today. With their heads held high not to 
make verbal attacks on personalities they themselves 
invited or to slander the men and women who have taken 
over the leadership of the league. But I am convinced that 
the latter will be able to scathingly refute those who, in an 
insult to the future, are announcing “the disappearance of 
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this last democratic space” because, in their eyes, demo- 
cratic rules can only be a one-way s‘reet. 


Following the crisis, there is again hope that the league will 
return to the idea that gave it its prestige and specific 
character as a major and responsible opposition force that 
protests without going to excess and is concerned to 
develop its capacity for dialogue and negotiation and its 
ability to make proposals. 


At the head of the league today, we have passed the reins to 
a new and younger team whose president is not likely to 
drift into the narcissistic and despotic ways that we have 
been subjected to for four years. The essential thing is to 
preserve the league’s independe..ce and, in the internal 
debates by the Managing Committee, to return to that 
tradition of mutual respect, tolerance, dialogue, and social 
interaction, which unfortunately wound up disappearing 
under the combined effect of bitter political conflicts, the 
contagion of unbearable paranoia, and a policy of “slo- 
ganization” that sterilized most of the essential debate. 


Besides the exemplary democratic way in which the final 
balloting took place, one reason for hoping that we have 
now left the crisis definitely behind us is the content of the 
resolutions adopted with respect to internal regulations 
and the law on associations. The fight for human rights 
and the rights of citizens and peoples is an ethical and 
political fight for freedoms, for equality, against discrimi- 
nation, for physical integrity and against torture, for the 
universality of standards and procedures for protection of 
the human person, and for the indivisible nature of those 
rights, which are not only civil and political but also 
economic, social, and cultural. 


The extreme left, which has fought and continues to fight 
for freedom of association and pluralist democracy, has 
not yet fully realized that to finish this fight, it is necessary 
to leave behind sectarian reflexes and archaic ideas con- 
cerning the rights of peoples 1s opposed to human rights 
and to abandon a populist-naiionalist particularism that 
sets itself against universality in « simplistic and suspicious 
manner. 


Above all, both in the league and in .he university, that left 
is paying the price for an erroneous strategy aimed at the 
systematic and partisan besieging of the democratic space 
for associations. 


Fighting for the rights of the human person means deeply 
rooting our convictions in a constant reference to the 
standards of the state of law and to international state- 
ments and legal instruments for the promotion and pro- 
tection of human rights. 


Attentive to the appeals and the distress of the outcasts, 
those without a voice, the oppressed, and the victims of 
repression, we must voice their appeals to the public 
authorities while also performing a function of indispens- 
able training and education for promoting a true human 
rights mentality. Last, the fight for human rights presup- 
poses an availability to others, the qualities of a listener, 
and a conception of democratic citizenship that cannot 
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possibly be a monopoly controlled by the leading lights of 
a certain kind of thundering “human rights-ism” with 
perverse effects. 


Because quite obviously, such a monopoly constitutes a 
poor substitute for partisan political action or, what is even 
more tragic, clinical therapies that it is serious and useless 
to evade any longer. 


Those are the errors that the league's new leadership will 
have to go to work on. We wish it good luck so that the 
independent and democratic Tunisian league will have a 
long life. 


Membership Composition Discussed 
94AFOI0IC Tunis REALITES in French 17 Feb 94 pp 10-13 


[Article by Mehdi Yakdhan: “Convincing Figures!”’) 


[Text] Among the commonplaces frequently heard in eco- 
nomic and political controversies, one that is particularly 
hardy consists of challenging figures advanced by the other 
side by saying that “you can make figures say whatever you 
want.” 


The argument is somewhat facile, but it is effective, 
because the manipulation of statistics has often ended by 
arousing skepticism and distrust. To deal with that 
problem, then, the figures one advances must be indisput- 
able, and their proposed interpretation must be as trans- 
parent as possible. That is the object of this commentary 
regarding the members of the LTDH [Tunisian Human 
Rights League], the delegates to its fourth congress, and the 
final balloting on 6 February 1994. 


RCD Raid! 


In a statement reported by the daily LIBERATION on 8 
February 1994, the outgoing president of the LTDH once 
again raised the argument that the LTDH was being 
“raided” by the Destourians (that is, the government party 
RCD [Constitutional Democratic Rally]). He said that the 
league “could no longer screen membership applications,” 
with the result that “a maximum number of RCD members 
have joined our ranks.” 


In response to that completely tendentious argument, the 
following objections can be raised: 


1. The makeup of the ad hoc committee appointed by the 
Managing Committee to “screen” the some 2,250 
renewal applications and the some 3,950 new member- 
ship applications was decided on by the Managing 
Committee in November 1993 on the advice of the 
league president. 


2. The exhausting work done by that committee, headed by 
Khedija Cherif, proceeded calmly, and after recom- 
mending adjustments on the order of 6 percent, the 
Managing Committee formally and unanimously rati- 
fied the ad hoc committee's conclusions, which did not 
completely satisfy any of the Managing Committee's 
members but did, quite obviously, constitute the basis 
of consensus most acceptable to everyone. 
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3. At no time did the 41 branch congresses, the National 
Council (meeting on 30 January 1994), or the congress 
completely reject the process resulting in agreement to 
issue 4,327 membership cards (including renewals and 
new members), although individual reservations were 
expressed here and there. 


Of the 4,327 cards in the final count (the number approved 
out of a total of just over 6,000 applications), 2,293, or 53 
percent, were renewals and 47 percent were new members. 
That is a reasonable ratio for an association that issued 
only 300 cards (to six branches) in 1990 and no cards in 
1991, 1992, and 1993. 


The estimate advanced by the most cautious members of 
the Managing Committee places the number of new mem- 
bership applications from RCD members at around 25 
percent. They also say—and it is hard to contradict them— 
that of the 1,650 new membership applications not 
accepted by the ad hoc committee and the Managing 
Committee, nearly 90 percent were from members of the 
government party, and that nearly 900 applications were 
mailed to the Managing Committee or turned in at the 
office of the secretary general of the LTDH. Thus, if one 
goes by the most alarmist statements by the most refrac- 
tory members of the outgoing Managing Committee, the 
raid or “Destourian takeover bid” consisted of fewer than 
700 new membership applications spread over 41 
branches! 


Branch Congress Marathon 


Those 41 branch election congresses, where the thorough 
debates were often remarkable, attracted over 3,200 of the 
4,327 certified members. 


In 35 branches, the work was done in transparence and 
without excessive tension. In the six branches where prob- 
lems arose, the members of the Managing Committee who 
were in charge of presiding over the meetings managed to 
reach agreement on initiatives and measures making it 
possible to remove the obstacles. Those initiatives and 
measures were ratified unanimously by the Managing 
Committee. 


The result was the election of 328 delegates to the congress. 
That number consisted of 287 branch committee members 
and 41 additional delegates (one from each branch), the 
branch “ceilings” being set at 100 members for 35 
branches, | 50 for five branches, and nearly 250 in the case 
of Jendouba, which was the object of a special consensus. 
Of the 328 delegates, 177 (54 percent) had no partisan 
political affiliation, while the 46 percent regarded as “‘orga- 
nized”’ belonged to legal or unrecognized political parties 
or to trends of opinion, examples being the network of 
supporters of the Progressive Islamist magazine | 5-21 and 
the network of MDS [Movement of Socialist Democrats] 
dissidents united around Mustapha Ben Jaafar. 


So then, the RCD accounted for one-seventh of the dele- 
gates, the POCT [Communist Workers Party] one-eighth, 
and the MDS one-eighth, while other “tendencies” 
accounted for a little over two-fifths of the delegates 
having a clear connection with some political group. In 
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that connection, we note that the record in “effectiveness” 
was achieved by the network of MDS dissidents through 
often contradictory alliances. The MDS wound up with as 
many delegates as the Islamists of 15-21 and the RSP 
[Socialist Progressive Party] combined! 

Of the 328 delegates, 307 had been members since 1989 
and were already members back at the third congress, 
while 21 joined after that time. 


The above figures relativize in a singular manner the claim 
that there has been a “mass entry movement” and a “sudden 
break wiih the traditional equilibriums”! But that is not all, 
because in fact, the continuity has been remarkable. 


Continuity of National Council 


On 30 January 1994, during the new National Council's first 
session, it became clear that the idea of a sudden break with 
the league’s traditional equilibriums was an exaggeration, to 
say the least: 


1. Eighteen outgoing branch presidents were reelected and 
attended that session. 


2. Twelve new branch presidents were elected with the 
support of the outgoing presidents (as the result of a 
general consensus within the branch or as part of a joint 
election slate). 


3. Four branches had been “frozen” since 1989, and fifth 
had been in that situation since 1985. In the case of 
those five branches (Sidi Bouzid, Rades, Medenine, 
Tebourba, and Tataouine), which now have new 
officers, comparisons between the situation before the 
crisis and the new situation are not convincing. 


4. Two branches (Mahdia and Beja) had not yet assigned 
duties within their newly elected committees. 


5.So only four branches made a clear change in the 
political affiliations of their presidents! 


Two Slates Presented to Congress Delegates 


On the question of political coloring, the following should 
be noted: 


1. The winning slate, called the League for Autonomy 
Consensus Slate, included two MSD members, two 
RCD members (as !.as been true of all managing com- 
mittees since the first congress in February 1982!), two 
Progressive Islamists, one MDS dissident, one PUP 
{Popular Unity Party] member, one member of the 
Ettajdid Movement (formerly the Communist Party), 
and one extreme leftist. 


That makes 10 “organized” members (note that this 
group, which until now has not included Progressive 
Islamists, previously accounted for 12 members of the 
Managing Committee) and 15 independents, inc’ uding 
three on the extreme Left and five union officials (elected 
or seconded from their unions, another new feature). 


2. For its part, the “Slate for League Autonomy” consisted 
of five MDS dissidents, seven POCT members, five 
extreme leftists close to the POCT, two RSP members, 
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and six independents, including one former member of 
the Managing Bureau of the UGTT [Tunisian General 
Federation of Labor]. 


That is an edifying comparison! 


On the question of responsibilities within the league's 
structures, the following should be noted: 


|. The League for Autonomy Consensus Slate included six 
past or present branch presidents, 11 members of 
branch committees, six memvers of the outgoing Man- 
aging Committee, and two candidates from outside the 
league’s leadership structures, one of those candidates 
being a former president of the Association of Tunisian 
Journalists. 


2. For its part, the Slate for League Autonomy included 10 
past or present branch presidents, eight members of 
branch committees, three members of the outgoing 
Managing Committee, and four candidates not 
belonging to any of the league’s leadership structures. 


One form of disparagement currently being engaged in by 
supporters of the league’s outgoing president consists of 
belittling the winning slate by saying that: 


1. It does not include any “prestigious figures” —a relative 
notion but one which, if accepted, applies just as well to 
the losing slate, which favored the outgoing president. 


2. It is the result of changes in the makeup of the league’s 
rank and file following the alleged Destourian “takeover 
bid.” But the fact is that 23 members of the winning 
slate are members of the league’s leadership structures, 
compared to 21 on the losing slate. 


At the socioprofessional level, the winning slate, which 
some people describe for polemical reasons as a “second- 
rate”’ slate, includes three attorneys, two physicians, one 
inspector general of education, eight teachers, six journal- 
ists, three senior executives, and two midlevel executives. 


Concerning the balloting, the winning slate received an 
average of 165 votes out of 310 validated ballots, while the 
losing slate received 90; 55 delegates [text missing]. 


The top three names on the winning slate received votes 
from both “electorates”: from 130 to 140 votes from the 
winning slate’s “electorate” and from 65 to 98 votes from 
the second slate. 


The group consisting of the POCT and its closely related 
extreme left-wing allies received the bloc vote of about 100 
delegates. 
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Three Concluding Remarks 


1. According to the French daily LIBERATION, the out- 
going president said: “With the end of an independent 
league, the last democratic space has disappeared.” 


That statement is unacceptable, contemptuous, and 
insulting not only to the congress delegates meeting in 
Amilesr but also to the six members of the outgoing 
Managing Committee who were reelected after consis- 
tently and unanimously supporting him in adopting the 
104 communiques and resolutions published during his 
term of office. And also to the 17 presidents, past presi- 
dents, or branch commit ee members who were on the 
winning slate, which includes four former political 
prisoners! 


2. The will for independence is not a matter of slogans and 
verbal excesses. Independence means daily struggle by 
league members as part of a managing committee and of 
structures in continuity with the league. One proof of 
this was the high-level and essential debate regarding the 
law on associations. 


It is a strange league: one that has allegedly abandoned its 
independence and been infiltrated and co-opted by the 
government but which, despite that, devoted seven hours 
to debating the law on associations in committee and in 
the plenary session of the congress and wound up unani- 
mously declaring the need to repeal that law! The fact is 
that 140 delegates voted for a total and absolute rejection 
of the law, while 149 objected to it in clear and unambig- 
uous terms but proposed measures intended to bring the 
league’s structures into compliance with its provisions so 
as to avoid the law's negative effects on the league’s 
autonomy. 


3. This last remark, in the form of a regret, concerns the 
feminine presence among the candidates and winners in 
the elections for the Managing Committee. 


Five women were candidates, three were elected, and that 
is a matter of concern to us. The matter deserves dispas- 
sionate reflection in order to zero in on the reasons for that 
imbalance and try to remedy it. Women made up an 
admittedly insufficient percentage of the delegates, but 
even that was slightly higher than the percentage of women 
candidates. Women constituted | 1 percent of the delegates 
and 9 percent of the candidates. That is too few for a league 
concerned with human rights. 











JPRS-NEA-94-014 
16 March 1994 


INDIA 


Reportage, Comment on Relations With U.S. 


Human Rights Critique 
94AS0198A Madras THE HINDU in English 2 Feb 94 p 1 


[Article by C. Raja Mohan: “Human Rights Abuses Persist 
in India: U.S.”] 

[Text] Washington, Feb. |—In a wide-ranging critique of 
the Indian law and order agencies, the U.S. State Depart- 
ment has said that “despite extensive constitutional and 
statutory safeguards, significant human rights abuses per- 
sist throughout India.” The severe charges against India 
are part of the department’s annual survey of human rights 
record of the governments worldwide, that was released 
here today. 


The human rights abuses in India are “aggravated by severe 
social tensions and the authorities’ attempts to contain vio- 
lent secessionist movements,” says the State Department. 
The abuses are particularly acute in disturbed areas such as 
Punjab and Kashmir, “where the judicial system has broken 
down in the face of terrorist threats.” 


Areas of abuse: The areas of abuse in India listed by the 
State Department is long and includes extra-judicial and 
reprisal killings by security forces in Kashmir, Punjab and 
the Northeast, political killings, kidnapping and extortion 
by militants, torture, rape and death in custody all over 
India, detention for prolonged periods without charges, 
inadequate prosecution of implicated personnel from the 
police and security forces, inter-caste and communal vio- 
lence, legal discrimination and social violence against 
women, lax prosecution of dowry deaths and widespread 
exploitation of indentured, bonded and child labour. 


The State Department has been presenting these annual 
reports on human rights violations to the U.S. Congress 
since 1977. The U.S. Congress has been demanding that 
the country’s foreign and trade policies take into account 
the performance of various countries on human rights and 
workers’ rights. 


Six sections: The reporting on each country is divided into 
six sections: respect for human rights, respect for civil 
liberties, practice of political rights, attitude to human 
rights activists, social discrimination and workers rights. 
Almost half of the report on India is devoted to the first 
section on violation of human rights, particularly in 
Punjab and Kashmir. 


Although the militant groups come for some criticism, the 
fire of the State Department is reserved mostly for the 
Indian police and security forces. It is sharply critical of a 
number of the Indian legal instruments such as the Ter- 
rorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act and the 
National Security Act, the conditions in Indian prisons, 
and the general functioning of the police and judicial 
system in dealing with militants. 


Only modest results: The State Department notes that New 
Delhi has begun to address the international concerns on 
human rights violations in India by creating the Human 


SOUTH ASIA 25 


Rights Commission and entering into a dialogue with 
international human rights groups. But it suggests that 
“these efforts have produced only modest results.” 


It notes the “Indian Government’s claim that 146 security 
force personnel had been disciplined for acts of omission and 
commission during the operations in Kashmir over the past 
three years. Since the Indian Government did not publicise 
the forms of punishment or the crimes involved,” it was 
impossible to judge the adequacy of the punishment.“ 


It also notes that among the Kashmiris, “there is a general 
impression that official abuse goes unpunished.” On New 
Delhi's relation to human rights activists in the country, 
the State Department says that despite the generally tol- 
erant attitude, “human rights monitors have been targeted 
by the police for arrest and harassment.” 


T.N. Govt. flayed: On civil liberties, the State Department 
notes the Constitutional protection of freedom of speech and 
the press in India. It recognises the vigorous press in India but 
cites instances of harassment by the Government. It is critical 
of the Tamil Nadu Government for putting pressure on the 
opposition press and using “defamation charges in the courts 
to intimidate editors and journalists.” 


On freedom of religion, the State Department refers to the 
freedom of worship in India and notes the growing chal- 
lenges to the secular foundation of the Indian State. It is 
sharply critical of the role of the Bombay police during the 
communal riots in that city during early 1993. 


On discrimination against women, the State Department 
notes that despite an elaborate system of laws, “deeply 
rooted traditions lead to lax and some times no enforce- 
ment of these laws, especially in rural areas.”’ On trade 
union rights, the survey reports the general respect for the 
right to organise, but comments that “as with other periph- 
eral groups in Indian society, unaffiliated unions of low 
caste or tribal workers cannot always avail themselves of 
protections and rights guaranteed by law.” 


The survey notes that the eradication of bonded labour in 
India is only “proceeding slowly.”’ It also says that the legal 
provisions in India have had little impact on the use of 
child labour. 


Punjab Official’s Remarks 
94AS0198B New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Jan 94 p 5 


[Text] Bombay, Jan 24—Punjab director general of police 
K.P.S. Gill today said U.S. President Bill Clinton’s pre- 
sumptions on alleged human rights violations in Punjab 
were based on highly exaggerated figures propounded by 
pro-Khalistan forces in the west and were so far removed 
from the ground realities as to be entirely out of proportion 
to the situation. 


Mr Gill told reporters here that even Amnesty Interna- 
tional in its latest report on Punjab had presumed that all 
the “disappearances” from the villages were “the work of 
the police,” while the true state of facts was that “even we 
are looking for these boys.” 
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He said one of the facts mentioned in President Clinton's 
letter to pro- Khalistani forces in the United States referred 
to 60,000 prisoners in Punjab’s jails while, in fact, the total 
capacity of jails in the State was only about 8,000.“ And, at 
the moment, we have only 750 plus terrorists in prison.” 


However, the Central Government has given an adequate 
reply to the U.S. President, he said. 


Amnesty claims 


Elaborating on Amnesty International’s claims, the Punjab 
Police chief said the alleged disappearances of youths from 
the State was largely caused by their migration to the west 
on false or forged documents. These youths later resur- 
faced in the United States or European nations and, while 
on the point of deportation back to India by unsympathic 
foreign governments, were allegedly picked up by Paki- 
stan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) for recruitment in 
their terrorist forces. 


“We are as much interested in looking for these boys 
(about 500 altogether from Jalandhar, Hosiarpur and 
Kapurthala) as is Amnesty International. In fact, many of 
these boys have been picked up by the Amnesty Interna- 
tional itself,” Mr Gill said. 


He said a group of Canadian members of Parliament, fed 
with reports of such disappearances on a recent visit to the 
State, were amazed to come across the vibrant lives of 
youths in Punjab’s villages, and had to admit that the 
streets of Punjab were not devoid of young Sikhs as 
claimed by some forces operating in the west. 


About his success in controlling the situation in Punjab, Mr 
Gill said “I was relatively more successful in containing 
violence in Assam than I have been in Punjab. The situations 
are very different and need a study of the ground realities 
before they can be tackled in an individual manner. All that it 
needs is a commitment to the task in hand.” 


Punjab formula 


He denied that the Punjab formula would work equally 
well in Kashmir as the situation there was different. “You 
cannot duplicate situations. Assam was not Punjab and 
Punjab is not Kashmir. You can’t go into these situations 
with pre-conceived notions,” he said. 


Mr Gill said there had been no change in Pakistan’s attitude 
toward terrorism in Punjab as was evident from the state- 
ments of Dr Sohan Singh who had revealed that about eight 
to ten separatist groups each with two or three leaders were 
still active in that country and were being urged by Pakistani 
forces to press in more recruits to terrorism. 


The people of Punjab, however, were fed up with violence 
which was beginning to prove counter-productive to the 
terrorist forces. “The people do not want to be subjected to 
any further violence. This is a major factor that will ensure 
that there is no return of terrorism to Punjab,” Mr Gill said. 


At the moment there were only 25 hard core terrorists at 
large of which ten were in Pakistan and others either in 
Europe or the United States, he said. ““They are generally 
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travelling around but we get information of their re-entry 
into Punjab very early and apprehend them within hours.” 


Clinton Letters Questioned 


94AS0198C Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 
2 Feb 94 p 8 


[Article by Aabha Dixit: “Yours Insincerely”’} 


[Text] In less than two weeks the United States adminis- 
tration has come perilously close to undoing the progress 
made over the last few years in its bilateral relations with 
India. In an unusual burst of letter writing, the U.S. 
president, Mr Bill Clinton, has raised the familiar ghosts 
that haunted U.S.-Indian relations in the past. 


In the first instance he replied to a Pakistani propagandist 
based in Washington, Mr Ghulam Nabi Fai. This allowed 
Islamabad to go to town releasing the contents of the letter. 
Mr Clinton then shot off a second letter within the 
fortnight to an obscure California congressman, Mr Gary 
Condit, reviving the phantom of “the threatened position 
of Sikhs in the Indian Union.” 


The timing of the two letters sent by Mr Clinton to persons 
with known links has raised eyebrows in New Delhi about 
the real intention behind his move. U.S.-Indian relations 
in the first year of the Clinton presidency have not made 
rapid progress. This is partly due to the U.S. president's 
preoccupation with domestic issues. 


On the foreign policy front Mr Clinton was concerned with 
the bigger question arising out of the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union and the inherent instability in Russia. South Asia was 
given a separate existence by the state department. But the 
inability of the administration to either fill the post of 
assistant secretary of state for the area or send an envoy to 
New Delhi reflected the interest Washington has shown in the 
region during the past year. By creating a separate bureau 
south Asia may have won some individual standing within 
the system. But in doing so, the region has also been made 
vulnerable to the whims and fancies of one individual. 


In the earlier system the region was placed within the near 
east bureau. Any major policy initiative went all the way 
up the ladder to the deputy secretary of state. It meant the 
personal prejudices behind individual decision making 
were put to scrutiny. 


The absence of a clear cut policy for south Asia has been 
evident throughout the first year of the Clinton presidency. 
Administration officials have made confusing statements. 
No particular interest in India has been shown, save to 
look at it through the prism of the administration's global 
interest of drawing nuclear hold outs into the nuclear 
nonproliferation net. 


The Indian Space Research Organisation-Glavkosmos 
controversy sparked the first major rift between Wash- 
ington and New Delhi. The United States unveiled its 
missile and space technology denial policy through Mr 
Clinton’s speech at the United Nations in September 1993. 
India had no option but to oppose Washington’s attempts 
to unilaterally choke the supply of high technology to 
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countries trying to develop space vehicles. Such develop- 
ment challenged Washington’s commercial supremacy in 
the field. 


The issue is delicately poised even today. Russia is verti- 
cally split on the question of supplying cryogenic rockets. 
Suggestions have been made that India be admitted to the 
missile technology control regime as a full participating 
member. The United States has argued this would require 
the consent of the member states. 


The second obstacle to improving bilateral ties is Wash- 
ington's policy of preaching on Kashmir. The architect of 
this policy is the newly appointed assistant secretary of 
state, Ms Robin Raphel, who returned from New Delhi to 
take up the new job. Ms Raphel, in her new avatar as the 
prima donna of subcontinental affairs, has been exhibiting 
an imperiousness wholly out of place with the underlying 
principles of Washington’s envisaged “‘new world order.” 


The third contention concerns the reprocessing plant at 
Tarapur. The United States insists that notwithstanding the 
extension of the safeguards agreement with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, India cannot run the plant without 
earning U.S. displeasure and possible retaliation. Not only 
does the U.S. diktat go against the terms of the international 
agreement, it speaks volumes on the confidence the United 
States has in the IAEA safeguards system which the United 
States itself insisted on creating in the Fifties. 


The fourth thorn troubling U.S.-India relations is Wash- 
ington’s attitude towards Pakistan’s attempts to destabilise 
India and its aggressive pursuit of a nuclear weapons 
programme. During the last year of the Bush administra- 
tion, Islamabad’s responsibility for the abysmal situation 
in Kashmir was recognised. Pakistan was issued a series of 
warnings to stop backing Kashmiri militants. If it failed it 
would be placed on the infamous list of terrorist states. 


The exit of Mr George Bush got Islamabad off the hook. 
The Clinton administration was curiously unable to act 
upon the evidence already at hand. It sent signals to 
Pakistan that terrorism and covert destabilisation were not 
high enough on its agenda to merit instant reaction. This 
resulted in the attempt of Pakistani-sponsored militants 
storming the Hazratbal mosque. 


That effort failed. Islamabad, confident Washington would 
not punish it for its covert support to Kashmiri militants, has 
now launched a major propaganda offensive to keep Kashmir 
alive at international fora. Washington’s escape hatch of 
pursuing an “even handed policy” in the subcontinent pre- 
vents the United States from publicly “advising” Ms Benazir 
Bhutto of the dangerous consequences of brinkmanship. 


Also intriguing is Washington’s response to Islamabad’s 
attempts to make its nuclear weapons status public. The 
Clinton administration is compelled by domestic political 
considerations to get the better of the legislative branch in 
the conduct of foreign policy. It therefore generally sup- 
ports the repeal of the Pressler Amendment. Islamabad has 
been seeking the amendment’s abolition, arguing it gives 
New Delhi a veto over the future state of relations in the 
subcontinent. In a bid to entangle both India and Pakistan 
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into a bilateral nuclear nonproliferation deal, the U.S. 
administration has pursued the flawed concept of the five 
nation deal. This has been resisted by New Delhi. 


Mr Clinton’s letters come at a time when the U.S. admin- 
istration is taking an interest in foreign policy issues after 
a successful tour of Russia and east Europe. In Ukraine, 
Belarus and Kazakhstan, the United States has successfully 
pushed a “money for denuclearisation” strategy. It appears 
to have made some progress in this direction. Conditions 
in south Asia are not similar and therein lie possible clues 
to the motives behind the letters. 


This is not the first time interested congressmen and 
political lobbyists have written to a U.S. president. It is 
arguable whether U.S. presidents have replied to all letters 
as a matter of “courtesy.” It is also doubtful Mr Fai and Mr 
Condit corresponded with the president for the first time. 


Mr Fai is a regular participant in Pakistani television 
programmes beamed via satellite. He has actively sought 
the support of influential people in Washington for Islam- 
abad’s cause. He almost certainly would have written to 
various administrations in the past, if not received a reply. 
One wonders if Mr Clinton would reply to every letter 
Indians wrote him. 


The case of Mr Condit is even more intriguing. He is an 
obscure politician roped in by Islamabad to take up issues at 
its behest. By selectively harping on the human rights of a 
particular community, Mr Condit has sought to revive the 
Khalistan movement. Mr Clinton fell for the bait and replied 
in the same vein, ignoring that human rights excesses are 
common to all countries. In India or even Punjab it is not 
Sikhs alone whose human rights have been trampled upon. 


Punjab has beaten back the challenge of militancy. If 
human rights excesses have occurred, legal mechanisms 
exist for people to seek redressal. Punjab is not Bosnia. The 
press briefing of the U.S. spokeswoman threw up an even 
more bizarre viewpoint. She is reported to have said 
Washington could ask the state government directly about 
its human rights excesses. 


All this leads to the question why Washington took the 
calculated risk of issuing the controversial letters. Two 
factors could perhaps have influenced the course of action. 
One, the personal predilections of the assistant secretary of 
state who obviously had some axes to grind following her 
stay in New Delhi. Two, Washington must have realised 
some countervailing pressure had to be put on India for 
refusing a comprehensive south Asia nuclear and missile 
deal with Pakistan. 


With a year to go before the nonproliferation treaty review 
conference, Washington is getting restless. Universal appli- 
cation will continue to elude the treaty in its present form. 
The upshot of such countervailing pressure is they could 
derail the train of economic cooperation India and the 
United States have put together over the years. This is an 
issue in which the United States has more at stake than 
ordinary commercial interests. 
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Kenneth Brill Article 


94A4S0198D Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
8 Feb 94 p 12 


[Article by Kenneth C. Brill: “All's Well Between India and 
US.” 


[Text] Pick up a newspaper these days and it is hard to 
avoid the impression that Indo-U.S. relations are at a low 
ebb. In this age of instant communications, even minor 
events can be blown out of proportion overnight, over- 
interpreted and attributed far greater importance than they 
can possibly deserve. But despite some of the recent 
headlines and commentary, Indo-US. relations are on a 
sounder and more substantial footing than they have been 
in decades. I believe this reflects the new importance each 
country attaches to the relationship. 


The relations are broad and complex, running the gamut 
from education, technology and trade to help to build a 
post-cold war world that reflects our shared democratic 
values. Most of the work in the context goes on quietly, away 
from the media spotlight, carried out by men and women in 
government, the private sector, voluntary and professional 
organisations and educational institutions. Their daily 
activities weave the fabric of the relationship and, in the 
process, linkages are developed, common interests identi- 
fied and problems (new and old) are tackled. 


Bilateral Agenda 


India and the United States have a more complicated and 
ambitious bilateral agenda than ever before, a result of the 
opportunity the changes in the post-cold war world pro- 
vide for our countries to expand and strengthen relations. 
This agenda demands two things of us: the vision to 
recognise and build upon those areas where our economic 
and political interests converge, and the willingness to 
engage in the hard work of reducing the differences in 
those areas where we disagree. From economic reform to 
environmental protection, from non-proliferation to 
peace-keeping, the United States and India have identified 
areas of constructive engagement and have begun substan- 
tive dialogue at a variety of official and unofficial levels. 


To what, then, can one attribute the gap between the 
reality of our relationship and the public perception? To a 
great extent, I attribute it to the turbulent times in which 
we live. Political change is occurring at a dizzying pace, 
and it is forcing every nation—including, let me stress, the 
United States—to reconsider long-held assumptions and 
re-examine old relationships. 


Always difficult, this process is further complicated when 
it involves the world’s two largest democracies, with a 
shared tradition of vigorous, unfettered public debate. 
Both our political systems accommodate a wide range of 
views, Opposition politicians criticise government policies 
freely; advocacy groups, lobbyists and private voluntary 
organisations all work strenuously to gain public support 
for their positions. These are healthy manifestations of our 
democratic systems. 
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Justifiably Proud 


More often than not, this debate takes place in our media. 
Both the United States and India are justifiably proud of a 
free press, which serves a vital role informing public 
debate. But the nature of the business is that conflict 
makes news. As a result, most of us are more familiar with 
the well-publicised differences—real or imagined— 
between our two nations than the positive developments 
taking place away from the media spotlight. 


Let me cite a few examples of positive developments in the 
relationship: The United States is actively and materially 
supporting India’s economic-reform programme. Ours is the 
largest market for India’s exports: we buy 20 per cent of what 
India sells abroad. We also are the largest foreign investor in 
India. Last year, new U.S. investment represented over 42 per 
cent of the more than $2 billion total approved by the 
government of India. Every dollar of this investment is a vote 
of confidence in India’s future. 


The Unites States is India’s largest technology partner. 
Thirty-six years ago, Indian and American scientists began 
working together in areas such as medicine, agriculture and 
the environment. Today, this programme is the largest of its 
kind in the world, and has created a substantial body of 
scholarship and a tradition of collaborative effort that many 
nations strive to emulate. In addition, through licensing and 
joint-venture arrangements, the United States is the largest 
source of foreign commercial technology for Indian industry. 


Indo-U.S. military co-operation has grown in recent years. 
Our armed forces have worked together on U.N. peace- 
keeping missions in Cambodia and Somalia. In addition, our 
military ties have expanded to include joint steering groups, 
joint exercises, training programmes and staff exchanges. 


Our law-enforcement agencies work closely combating the 
threat posed by international terrorism and narcotics traf- 
ficking. At present, we are in the process of negotiating a 
new Indo-U.S. extradition treaty that will enhance the 
judicial process in both countries, enabling us to better 
confront these threats to global security. 


Better Measure 


Even in areas where we differ, we have been able to expand 
our shared agenda. Despite differences on the nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty, for example, we agree on other 
aspects of non-proliferation—the comprehensive test-ban 
treaty, and the fissile fuel cut-off. In addition, our two 
governments worked closely in the final stages of the 
chemical weapons convention. 


These developments are a better measure of the quality of 
Indo-U.S. relations today and their promising future than 
the headlines trumpeting our differences. Differences are 
inevitable when nations engage each other seriously on 
complex issues. Rather than be dismayed, we should be 
encouraged by the evolution taking place from the care- 
fully-circumscribed dialogue of the past to the constructive 
engagement that characterises our relationship at present. 


No doubt, our open political systems will generate a certain 
amount of surface turbulence between us. The challenge our 
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two countries face is to remain focused on what is important: 
the steady advance towards more mature, productive and 
collaborative relations. Both sides have made a good start in 
this direction, and I can affirm the United States Govern- 
ment looks forward to continuing to work in this spirit with 
the government and people of India now and in the years 
ahead. 


Clinton ‘Grievously Uninformed’ 


94AS0198E Hyderabad DECCAN CHRONICLE 
in English 7 Feb 94 p 8 


[Excerpt] It is hard to believe that the President of the most 
powerful state in the world should be so t nttsyand ill- 
informed about the situation prevailing in different regions 
and hazard opinions on them without concern with the 
consequences his words may have. I refer to President 
Clinton’s recent pronouncement on the Punjab. Personally 
he may not know the distance between Tarn Taran and 
Timbuctoo but he has a large embassy in New Delhi which 
must keep him informed of the ground realities of the 
Punjab of today. And the ground reality is that terrorists 
who had been losing ground have been wiped out. 


They forfeited the little sympathy they had among the peas- 
antry as they degenerated from being politically or religiously 
motivated to gangs of thugs bent on loot, murder and rape. 
More than the Army or the police, it was the peasantry of the 
Punjab which barred their doors against them. 


I have no doubt that there must have been incidents of police 
high-handedness and violation of human rights, as they 
would be in the best organised societies in the world faced by 
goons who have no respect for laws or norms of civilised 
behaviour. 


In the Punjab they were not on so large a scale as to invite 
censure from the head of a friendly state. More unpardon- 
able than ignorance of the changed situation in the Punjab 
is the White House lending ear to the culmination of a 
handful of emigrants styling themselves as the Council of 
Khalistan. Whatever support there was for Khalistan has 
eroded leaving one man with a tiny office in Washington 
publishing grossly exaggerated stories of anti-Sikh repres- 
sion by the Punjab police and para-military forces. This 
one man financed by a rich farmer in California has, 
however, established contacts with members of the Amer- 
ican Congress and Senators and raised funds for them. In 
return they make anti-Indian noises in Congress and the 
Senate. It may not be too bad an idea for our Government 
to extend invitations to these American politicians to visit 
the Punjab, talk to the people including erstwhile terrorists 
and see things for themselves. [passage omitted] 


US. ‘Flipflop’ Scored 
944S0198F Hyderabad DECCAN CHRONICLE in English 
7 Feb 94 p 8 


[Editorial: “U.S. Sees Reason”) 


[Text] “My experience in public life suggests that there is far 
more value to keeping my mouth shut at times than to 
speaking” was Republican senator, Mr Hank Brown’s 
riposte to Assistant Secretary of State, Ms Robin L. Raphel, 
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during the U.S. senate foreign policy panel hearing on South 
Asian affairs. The season of reason seems to have just 
dawned on Washington politics. The American flip-flop on 
strategic issues, especially issues concerning the sub- 
continent never ceases to amaze policy watchers. India is 
one day a primitive, human rights abuser and becomes a 
non-cooperative nuclear nation another day, all thanks to 
the benevolence and quirkiness of Washington ditherers. 
Till yesterday, President Bill Clinton was testing his writing 
skills on the Punjab issue and trying his vocal chords on the 
Kashmir absurdities. As if to prove the promptness of his 
administration in dealing with strategic issues with imme- 
diacy, his staff was very prompt in responding to dubious 
organisations and painted India as a country of primitive 
inhabitants bent upon killing each other. Today, suddenly, 
the Clinton administration comes across precious evidence 
that India is a very big country, that there is a thriving 
democracy which has over a long period of time evolved 
democratic institutions and is in the process of addressing 
human rights abuses and adhering to international human 
rights standards. One is certain many Indian hearts swell 
with pride at hearing such pious outpourings by the greatest 
democracy on earth. But what explains for the American 
policy of yesterday? Did policy makers in Washington not 
realise that India with its continental dimensions, inhabited 
by different ethnic, religious and language groups, sur- 
rounded on one side by a country bent upon stoking the fires 
of terrorism and separatism, remain incident-free, trouble- 
free and violence-free? Why has it taken the Yanks so long 
to realise that the Government of India was doing its best to 
come to grips with an extremely volatile situation in a 
manner that at the same time did not lead to much loss of 
life? Why did it not recognise that the thousands of humans 
who sacrificed their lives to bring peace to the Punjab were 
policemen, who became common fodder to the terrorist 
bullets? Should a developing country spend enormous 
amounts of money and hire American lobbyists to open the 
eyes of lords in Washington to see home truths about India? 
It is pathetic to see a super power which is so indecisive. 
One only hopes that it does not chance upon some new 
evidence, suitable to its needs, and change its policy 
tomorrow. The loser would not be India, for, international 
community knows by now, the human rights record of 
India. It is the United States of America that will lose its 
face. In its own self-interest, the United States needs to 
evolve a realistic, long-term strategy for the sub-continent. 


‘Strategic Misunderstandings’ 


944AS0198G Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
31 Jan 94 p 20 


[Article by Manoj Joshi] 


[Text] New Delhi, January 30—For those who were willing 
to see, there is nothing unique about the denoucement in 
Indo-American relations. Its basis was the mis-matched set 
of expectations of the two countries, the so-called “world’s 
largest democracies.” 


India, which had a “special relationship” with the Soviet 
Union, after its collapse sought to establish similar rela- 
tionship with the United States. However, all that the 
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United States wanted was a subservient “poor relative” in 

the Indian Ocean region. For this reason, even while the 

United States invested in India’s economic future, it has 

made it clear that it is not willing to see India complicate 

4 world’s power balance by becoming a power like 
ina. 


India could, if it wanted to, become a Germany or a Japan, 
whose foreign and security policies would be aligned to, or 
guided by Washington, all in the interests of global sta- 
bility and peace. 


So the primary effort of the United States in India in the 
past one year has been on the proliferation front. Addi- 
tional countries acquiring nuclear weapons are the “joker 
in the pack”(as THE ECONOMIST describes it) that are 
liable to upset the present international card game. One 
pincer of this policy is to delay and halt any addition to 
India’s technological capabilities that can assist in the 
making of long-range missiles. 


This was the background to the American demand on the 
Russians to block the technology transfer component of 
the cryogenic motor deal, as well as the autumn demarche 
to halt the deployment of missiles. (This, notwithstanding 
that Pakistan has deployed short range missiles on the 
Indian border for the past two years and Indian deploy- 
ments are at least a year away!) 


The second and more dangerous leg of this policy is to use 
Indian difficulties in Kashmir to compel India to freeze 
and roll back its nuclear weapons options—essentially 
ex ter into bilateral or multilateral agreements to place all 
its nuclear facilities under safeguards and declare all stocks 
of fissile material. 


So in a kind of an international “Mutt and Jeff’ show, 
Pakistan is encouraged to threaten India with nuclear war, 
and India is told how dangerous things are and that it must 
co-operate to end the threat to regional and world peace. 
For that reason, Pakistan's role in facilitating and aiding 
terrorist activity in India are ignored. 


The tone and tenor of recent remarks indicate that while 
the Americans do not recognise India as a “problem” state 
as they did in the 1970s or early 1980s, they do not see it 
as requiring any high-level attention either. No American 
President has visited India since Mr Jimmy Carter, nor for 
that matter, has any secretary of state come in the past 
decade. There does not seem to be any plans for any visits 
in the near future either. 


The Americans have managed without an ambassador to 
India. Of the three high-level meetings that Mr S.S. Ray 
managed in Washington, two were with the vice-president, 
Mr Al Gore, whose task was to push the reluctant Indians 
to commit forces in Somalia. The third was with the 
secretary of state, Mr Warren Christopher, on the eve of 
his visit to India in November in the wake of the Robin 
Raphel imbroglio. 


There is a love-hate relationship between India and the 
United States. But the reality is that all the loving and hating 
is done by India. For its part, the United States scarcely 
notices India. As long as India remains poor or militarily 
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weak, this situation will remain unaltered. India being a 
democracy or an “open” society does not count for much; 
most American policy-makers would take objection to 
America being placed in the same slot with India on these 
two counts. Their reference is all right as long as it is 
confined to provide the rhetorical flourish to joint 
statements and declarations. 


It is against this background that one has to understand the 
strange state of Indo-American relations today. At the 
political level, relations between the two countries have 
never been so good. The end of the Soviet Union has 
eliminated all suspicions in America about India’s geopo- 
litical perspectives. Likewise, official India believes that all 
is well and that the continuing dialogue between the two 
countries has persuaded America to come around to 
India’s long-held views on disarmament. 


America finds it difficult to deal with the third world, 
especially non-white nations in a framework of equality that 
the international system demands, in form if not in content. 
So there are problems in assigning a place to India. A major 
share of the problem lies in India itself. It has not decided 
what it wants to be and so it does not seem to be moving 
anywhere. It has not built up military power and, thus, not 
quite sought great power status, yet it is not quite willing to 
renounce it. Poverty and persisting misgovernance make 
mockery of its claim to be taken seriously as a great nation. 
Under Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, it is attempting to achieve 
this through another path—that of economic growth. 


The loudest applause is coming from America. America 
appears to be bullish about India’s economic prospects and 
companies like Coca Cola, IBM, and a host of others have 
made the United States the leading investor in India, just as 
it makes it India’s largest trading partner. Were relations to 
be confined to the economy or commerce, there would not 
be much of a problem. With India signing the GATT treaty, 
even the remaining ones have been more or less resolved. 


The real difficulties, however, arise from America’s perceived 
role for itself as the on/y superpower. The contradictions in 
America’s positions come through its advocacy of a test ban 
even though it has carried out the highest number of nuclear 
test explosions, or its call for India and other countries to 
desist from producing fissile materials for nuclear weapons, 
while the United States itself is acquiring some 500 tonnes of 
the stuff from the erstwhile Soviet Union. 


The biggest stumbling block, however, appears to be Amer- 
ica’s political and cultural perceptions of India. Instead of 
being more understanding of India’s efforts to construct a 
nation on the basis of modern nationalism, a liberal 
democracy without regard to caste, creed or colour, the 
United States, in the name of human rights, seems to want 
to encourage sub-national forces who proclaim the right to 
nationhood on the basis of religion or ethnicity. From 
these strategic misunderstandings arise the seemingly 
minor yet damaging, difficulties over Kashmir, Punjab, or 
the cryogenic engines. 
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t Reports Brown Meeting With Envoy 
94AS0197D Madras THE HINDU in English 3 Feb 94 p 1 


[Article by C. Raja Mohan: “U.S. Secretary May Help 
Break Trade Barriers”) 


[Text] Washington, Feb. 2—The U.S. Commerce Secre- 
tary, Mr. Ron Brown, is likely to visit India later this year. 
At a meeting here yesterday with Mr. Brown, the Indian 
Ambassador, Mr. Siddhartha Shankar Ray extended the 
invitation. His acceptance is probably an important step in 
overcoming the current political obstacles to the Indo-U.S. 
relationship and giving it a new economic and commercial 


The details of the visit will be worked out in due course. 
The expectations are that it could take place around 
August. When it happens it will be first visit to India by a 
Cabinet-level official from the United States in more than 
half a decade. The absence of sustained high level political 
and economic interaction has been a major impediment to 
the improvement of bilateral relations. 


Mr. Ron Brown is no ordinary politician. He is the first 
African-American in the United States to hold the post of 
Commerce Secretary. Until now the African-American 
representation in the Cabinet has been symbolic and 
without significance. Mr. Brown may have broken that 
glass ceiling. Before his appointment to the Cabinet in the 
Clinton administration, Mr. Brown headed the Demo- 
cratic National Committee and managed the first suc- 
cessful democratic bid for Presidency in 12 years. 
Although hobbled by some scandals, Mr. Brown has 
brought an unprecedented energy to the department. 


With the emphasis of the Clinton administration on revi- 
talising economic strength, Mr. Brown has successfully 
pushed the Commerce department towards the front and 
centre of economic diplomacy. Insisting that exports are the 
key to American economic growth and its international 
competitiveness, Mr. Brown has given a new weight to the 
Commerce department in the inter-agency wrangles within 
the Clinton administration on export controls. He has 
helped the department win the battle for substantive liber- 
alisation of regulations on exports of such dual use technol- 
Ogies as computers and telecommunication equipment. 


Elusive thrust: Despite the proclaimed emphasis of the 
administration on enlarging democracies and free markets, 
an economic thrust to the Indo-U.S. relationship had 
remained elusive. The South Asia Bureau in the State 
department had focussed on a mechanical application of 
the slogans of human rights and non-proliferation, besides 
a futile but activist diplomacy on Kashmir in its approach 
to India. The agenda only helped derail the relationship. 


Though enthusiasm was lacking in the State department 
for making mutually beneficial trade the centrepiece of 
relations, there has been a dramatic surge in American 
commercial interest in India. Since the reforms began in 
1991, the United States has emerged the largest single 
foreign investor in India, contributing more than 40 per 
cent of total direct foreign investment approved. The trade 
between the two countries has dramatically expanded 
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American exports in the first 11 months of 1993 increased 
by an impressive 38 per cent, notwithstanding the overall 
stagnation in India’s imports. India’s exports registered a 
respectable 20 per cent in the same period. The annual 
bilateral trade is approaching the level of $7,000 millions, 
with a surplus in favour of India. 


For all the remarkable movement on the trade front, India 
had largely remained out of the American strategic com- 
mercial focus, at least till recently. Even as political set- 
backs to the relationship mounted in the recent months, 
there have been signs of expanding American economic 
attention to India. A few days ago, the Under-Secretary of 
Commerce for International Trade, Mr. Jeffrey E. Garten, 
announced that the Commerce department was unveiling 
a new strategy for the “big emerging markets” in the 
developing world. India was identified as one such. Last 
week, speaking to foreign correspondents, Mr. Brown 
confirmed the new approach towards big emerging mar- 
kets, and declared his intent to end the “neglect of India.” 


It is in this context that the Indian embassy here has 
broached the subject of the Commerce Secretary's visit to 
New Delhi. As in the past trade and economic cooperation 
continue to follow the flag. A signal from Washington and 
New Delhi that the two sides are keen on expanding the 
relationship is likely to give a big boost to commercial 
interaction. Mr. Brown is expected to lead a large contin- 
gent of businessmen when he visits India. Besides the visit, 
a number of issues of immediate interest were discussed at 
the meeting between Mr. Brown and Mr. Ray. 


India is keen that Washington lift non-tariff barriers to 
software exports to United States, most notably the visa 
restrictions. India is pressing for a long-term renewal of the 
bilateral preferential trading arrangements in areas where it 
is now a strong exporter. New Delhi is eager to ensure that 
India has better access to the American market in tech- 
nology, and wants the United States to bring greater trans- 
parency and predictability to export control mechanisms. 


Plans for U.S. Indian Studies Institute Revealed 
944S0197Q New Delhi PATRIOT in English 22 Jan 94 p 2 


[Text] Mr Dhanik Lal Mandal, Haryana Governor laid the 
foundation stone of the building of American Institute of 
Indian Studies (AIIS) in Gurgaon on Thursday. The 
building costing about Rs{rupees] three crore to be con- 
structed within two years. 


Addressing an elite gathering on this occasion Mr Mandal 
complimented the Institute for its positive contribution for 
promoting studies on India in American universities. He 
said that both India and USA share the common faith in 
the democratic ideals. Mr Mandal recalled that festival of 
America in India and festival of India in USA have helped 
in bringing the people of our two nations closer. He said 
that about 18,000 Indians are studying in American uni- 
versities and a number of students and scholars from the 
USA are in the institution of higher learning in our 
country. Under the aegis of American Institute of Indian 
Studies about 100 to 120 scholars are brought to India 
every year to do research in different fields. 
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During the last 32 years of its existence the AIIS, a 
non-government organisation, has enabled 2,000 scholars 
to come to work in India. It has also published for 
subsidised publication about 2,000 books on India. 


Mr Mandal said that on account of fellowship programmes 
a number of universities where Indian studies are taught 
has increased to 70 whereas in the 60’s this number was 
less than a dozen. 


Mr Mandal expressed the belief that the recent shift in the 
emphasis on the Chinese, Japanese studies languages, cul- 
ture, arts and economy in American universities will not 
affect the funding of higher education and studies on India. 


Boundary Dispute Extends to High Seas 
944S0191G Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
25 Jan 94 p 8 


[Text] New Delhi, January 24—The boundary dispute 
with Pakistan spills on to the high seas with the latter 
unwilling to demarcate the International Boundary Line 
(IBL) to maintain the exclusive economic zone (EEZ), the 
director general of Coast Guard, Vice-Admiral Kailash 
Kohli, said on Saturday. 


Addressing newspersons on the roles of the Coast Guard, 
which celebrates its 17th raising day on February |, he said 
there has been “constant friction” between the Coast Guard 
and Pakistan’s maritime security agency on account of this. 


While India has well-demarcated IBL with other countries 
like Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Thailand, Myanmar and Indo- 
nesia, no settlement has been reached with Pakistan, he 
said. 


“The issue has remained unresolved for over a decade with 
India suggesting to adopt the internationally accepted 
median line principle which is not acceptable to Pakistan,” 
Admiral Kohli said. 


The Coast Guard chief said even though there were many 
discussions with Pakistan on the matter, the dispute con- 
tinues and Pakistan earlier suggested the “mid-stream 
principle.” Vice-Admiral Kohli said the Coast Guard, 
which has over 6,800-km of the Indian coastline to police, 
has faced threats but has maintained dominance. 


He said apart from threats there have been attempts by the 
Pakistan maritime security agency to ram into other boats 
but there have been no incidents of opening fire. 


The Coast Guard has projected a futuristic requirement of 
50 ships, 42 helicopters and 45 planes including half- 
a-dozen medium range surveillance aircraft to augment its 
present fleet in order to ensure proper vigil. 


Editorial Alleges Militarisation Under Bhutto 


944S0190M Madras INDIAN EXPRESS in English 
31 Jan 94 p 8 


[Editorial: “Her War-Like Posture”) 


[Text] Benazir Bhutto’s first tenure as the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan was noteworthy for the keen interest she took 
in an amicable settlement of her country’s problems with 
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India. Her second term which began three months ago is 
more than likely to be different altogether. What is under 
way currently is in fact her creeping metamorphosis into 
the stereotyped Pakistani leader obsessed with enhancing 
Pakistan’s military might. The virtual rejection by Islam- 
abad of the very idea of keeping up a serious dialogue with 
India after the recent talks between the two Foreign 
Secretaries is thus not accidental. It seems to be a part of a 
strategy hardly distinguishable from that of all the past 
military rulers of that country. Its main emphasis is on 
war-like talk most of the time and war-like preparations all 
the time. Benazir has already said much to convince 
Pakistan’s military elite that both of them are on the same 
wavelength. Her belligerence on Kashmir and her bid to 
deflate the notion of a dialogue with India have amply 
served this purpose. 


Benazir Bhutto is now unfolding the second part of her 
policy, viz, to appease the military top brass in more 
concrete terms. This paper’s correspondent in Davos in 
Switzerland has shed light on the Pakistan Prime Minis- 
ter’s shopping mission in the European arms bazaar. 
Apparently, a deal for the acquisition of one or more 
submarines from the Swedish shipbuilding company, Koc- 
kums, is on the cards. She has taken care to keep up an 
anti-Indian tirade even as she participates in the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, and keeps herself busier with 
less publicised arms negotiations. 


Such activities become significant especially in the back- 
ground of an increasing pressure on Benazir Bhutto's govern- 
meut for a sharp hike in the defence budget. Air Marshal 
(Retd) Ayaz Ahmad Khan has just called for raising the 
defence expenditure from 90 billion to 150 billion rupees “to 
achieve numerical and qualitatively military balance with 
Pakistan’s foremost enemy.” He wants that Pakistan must 
have more infantry, armoured artillery and air defence for- 
mations “to correct the two-to-one Indian advantage in troop 
strength.” The so-called imbalance to Pakistan's disadvan- 
tage can be easily seen to be a myth when it is remembered 
that the percentage of its military spending relative to its gross 
domestic product is far higher than that of India and any 
Western democracy. But it is not just tell-tale figures of 
expenditure that are involved here. Pakistan's political 
system, some democratic trappings notwithstanding, is essen- 
tially a military-dominated one. Time was when Benazir 
Bhutto wanted a full-fledged democracy with the generals 
having no political role to play. Of late, she seems to have 
found it expedient not to insist on the soldiers going back to 
the barracks. What seems to be going on is militarisation 
under civilian aegis. The military-civilian confrontation is 
yielding place to collusion. Another “historic compromise?” 


Indian Ocean Rim Trade Bloc Proposed, Welcomed 


94AS0190H Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
28 Jan 94 p 13 


[Text] New Delhi, Jan. 27—South Africa and some other 
African countries have agreed to a recent proposal to have 
a trade bloc of Indian Ocean rim states, and Zimbabwe has 
agreed to prepare a draft paper for exchange of views 
among countries of the rim on the proposal. 
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Stating this here today after his return from a two-week 
visit to four African countries—South Africa, Mozam- 
bique, Zimbabwe and Botswana—Minister of State for 
External Affairs Salman Khursheed said such a grouping 
has great sccpe for collaborating with ASEAN and Aus- 
tralia. He said the African National Congress in South 
Africa has shown interest in the idea, which was mooted by 
Scuth African Foreign Minister R.F. Botha during his visit 
to India last year. 


Mr Khursheed, who was in South Africa from January 
12-14, said South African businessmen have shown 
interest in investing in the tourism sector. 


This was the second visit by the Minister in the last six 
months to South Africa which, after emerging from the 
apartheid era, is expected to hold multi-party elections in 
three months. 


Results of Rao Visit to Germany Told 


94AS01970 Hyderabad DECCAN CHRONICLE 
in English 8 Feb 94 p 12 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb. 7—Germany has responded 
favourably to the Indian request for greater access to 
German technology and to its middle-level industry for 
partnership. 


The Germans have also reassured the Prime Minister, Mr 
P.V. Narasimha Rao, during his just-concluded visit to 
Germany of clear political support for German pro- 
grammes aimed at expanding Indo-German economic 
cooperation. The German Chancellor, Dr Helmut Kohl, 
has conveyed his intention to nominate one of his minis- 
terial-level colleagues to monitor the progress of economic 
cooperation and to remove obstacles, if any, in the process. 


Both the countries have also agreed to synchronise their 
efforts for further democratisation of the United Nations, 
to reflect the existing ground realities, including expansion 
of the Security Council by increasing the number of 
permanent members with veto. Both India and Germany 
are keen for a place in the extended Security Council with 
veto power. 


In the next few months three high-level delegations from 
Germany, each headed by a minister such as the Minister 
for Development, Minister for Economic Cooperation and 
Foreign Minister are slated to visit India to provide fresh 
impetus to growing Indo-German cooperation in various 
fields. 


According to official sources in the External Affairs Min- 
istry, in the context of German view of playing an impor- 
tant role in world affairs, Bonn has formulated a priority 
programme, “Asia concept policy,” for opening itself up 
towards “high growth” Asian countries like Japan, China 
and India. The market in Russia and Europe was not 
considered to be sufficient to meet the growing German 
capabilities in fields like science, technology, economic, 
investment abroad. 


These sources are quite optimistic that in the near future 
large-scale German investments could be expected in var- 
ious spheres of cooperative economic interaction for 


SOUTH ASIA 33 


mutual benefit and advantage, though it is “very difficult 
to quantify” the outcome of the visit so early. 


However, Mr Rao himself said that he was satisfied with 
the outcome of his German visit. 


These sources further pointed out that the reception the 
Prime Minister received in Germany was much warmer 
and greater than the one he received during his first visit in 
September 1991. 


These sources asserted that during the Prime Minister’s 
talks with German leaders at no point the issue of nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty (NPT) figured. Thus a report 
circulated by some news agency to say that the issue 
figured during the talks was totally baseless. The sources 
further stated that the German official sources also denied 
having given any such briefing at all. 


Border, Trade Agreements Signed With Burma 
94AS0191J Hyderabad DECCAN CHRONICLE 
in English 22 Jan 94 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Jan 21—India and Myanmar have 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on coop- 
eration between their civilian border authorities, to pre- 
vent illegal and negative activities namely, trans-border 
movement of insurgents, narco-traffickers and smugglers 
having adverse impact on the economy as well as the 
socio-cultural and political fabric of the two countries. 


The MoU was initialled here on Friday by Mr N.N. Vohra, 
the Union Home Secretary, on behalf of India and by Mr 
Wynn Lwin, the Ambassador of Myanmar. The signing 
ceremony took place in the presence of the Union Minister 
of State for Home, Mr P.M. Sayeed, and the Deputy 
Foreign Minister of Myanmar, Mr Nyunt Swe, who is 
currently visiting India as the head of a seven-member 
delegation of his country. 


The Foreign Secretary, Mr J.N. Dixit, and India’s Ambas- 
sador to Myanmar, Mr G. Parthasarthy, were also present 
at the signing ceremony. 


The two governments have agreed to take all necessary 
measures to prevent inadvertent violations of each other's 
territory by their security forces. They would also monitor 
and curb effectively all illegal and negative activities such 
as trans-border movement of insurgents, narco-traffickers 
and others involved in nafarious activities. Meetings 
between civilian border authorities would be held at the 
sectoral level on a quarterly basis, and at the national level 
on an annual basis. 


The government considers the MoU a positive step and 
intends to follow up on it quickly and effectively through 
certain well-considered initiatives. The MoU is motivated 
by the shared desire of the two governments to maintain 
good neighbourly relations and to set up an effective 
consultation mechanism for maintaining peace and tran- 
quillity along the border. 


India shares a long boundary with Myanmar extending 
1,643 km from Arunachal Pradesh to Mizoram. The 
terrain along the border belt is densely forested and 
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consists of steep and high mountain ranges. The border is 
almost open and porous with numerous jungle routes, a 
fact that helps smugglers, drug-traffickers, insurgents and 
other trans-border criminals to pursue their illegal activi- 
ties across the border. 


A border trade agreement was also concluded between the 
two countries on Friday. It was signed by Mr. Tejendra 
Khanna, the Commerce Secretary, on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment of India and Mr U Nyunt Swe, on behalf of the 
Government of Myanmar, in the presence of the Minister 
of State for Commerce, Mr Kamaluddin Ahmed. Mr G. 
Parthasarathy and Dr J.K. Bagchi, the Additional Secre- 
tary in the Ministry of Commerce, were also present at the 
signing ceremony, besides the eight-member delegation 
from Myanmar. The agreement will be valid for two years 
and will come into force from a date to be mutually agreed 
upon by the two sides. It provides for border trade to be 
conducted initially through the Customs posts across 
Moreh in Manipur and Champai in Mizoram corre- 
sponding to Tamu and Hri on the Myanmar side. Trade 
under the agreement may be in freely convertible curren- 
cies or in currencies mutually agreed upon by the two 
countries, including counter-trade arrangements. 


Although in practice some form of border trade had been 
in operation, there had so far been no provision for 
formalised trade across the border with Myanmar. The 
agreement, which has been signed following approval 
given by the Cabinet in the recent past to the Commerce 
Ministry's proposal to formalise and facilitate border 
trade, will help in furthering the economic content in the 
relations between the two countries. It would also help in 
developing the infrastructure in the border States and 
increasing economic opportunities for people living there. 
The agreement will have to be followed by infrastructural 
arrangements required for the purpose, including the set- 
ting up of customary check-posts, banking facilities, etc. 


Papers Report Singapore Prime Minister’s Visit 


Talks, Pacts Signed 
94AS0193A Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Jan 94 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, Jan. 24—The summit-level dialogue 
between India and Singapore today yielded three impor- 
tant agreements on avoiding double taxation, shipping, 
and tourism, as official circles today described the visit of 
the Singapore Prime Minister, Mr. Goh Chok Tong, as one 
of “far-reaching significance.” 


The agreements apart, the Prime Minister, Mr. P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, and the visiting dignitary, are understood 
to have opened vistas of wide-ranging economic coopera- 
tion, and even discussed specific projects at their level at a 
one-to-one meeting, after which they led their respective 
delegations in a 90-minute dialogue. 


The Singapore leader arrived here last evening on a week- 
long official visit and will be the Chief Guest at the 
Republic Day function. He and Mrs Goh called on the 
President, Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, and Mrs. Vimala 
Sharma. 
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Mr. Goh’s high-level delegation includes his Foreign Min- 
ister, Prof. S. Jayakumar, and the Minister for Trade and 
Industry, Mr. Yeo Cheow Tong, besides a host of senior 
officials, and 36 leading members of the Singapore business 
community. 


The President hosted a lunch in honor of the visiting 
dignitary and it was attended by Mr. Rao and his Cabinet 
colleagues. At the end of the day, the spokesman of the 
External Affairs Ministry noted that the “atmospherics 
were excellent, and the talks substantive in content which 
went beyond expressions of goodwill.” 


Invitation to Rao 


He said the specific areas of cooperation were discussed at 
the level of the Prime Ministers. The Singapore leader is 
understood to have invited Mr. Rao to his country at the 
earliest opportunity. 


While the two leaders discussed regional issues as well as 
the overall prospects for economic cooperation in their 
one-to-one interaction of just over half an hour, the thrust 
of the entire exercise today was undoubtedly economic. 


Hosting a banquet for the visiting leader, Mr. Rao said 
India looked forward to a further expansion of relations 
with the ASEAN, with which it was a sectoral dialogue 
partner. Singapore is an ASEAN member. 


Mr. Rao also noted that cooperation between India and 
Singapore could extend to third country projects and 
hoped that Mr. Goh’s visit would provide a “timely and 
strong impetus.” Singapore’s resources of capital, tech- 
nology, and managerial expertise could find excellent net- 
working with India’s agricultural and mineral wealth, 
skilled manpower and markets, he said. 


Tourism, housing, shipping, road-building and the setting 
up of corridors in India from which joint India-Singapore 
endeavours could thrust out to export markets, were 
understood to have been some of the concrete areas of 
discussion between the two countries today. 


The suggestion here today was that in the area of tourism 
Singapore could act as a “funnel” for India, if the neces- 
sary infrastructure and {acilities were available in this 
country. 


In this context, it is understood, India could amend its laws 
to permit Singapore Airlines to operate at airports so far 
restricted to domestic air services. It is expected this would 
be to augment the tourist inflow. 


Property development in the country with Singapore 
finance, and low-cost middle-class housing, and private 
road-building, in which Singapore is said to have consid- 
erable expertise, were also believed to be areas of active 
discussion. 


The broad sense available here is that Singapore could 
become a routing point of economic inflow of diverse 
sources if the Governments of the two countries could 
reach effective mutual understanding. 


In the discussion between the two Prime Ministers, the 
spokesman said, the Singapore leader suggested that the 
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ambit of India’s dialogue with the ASEAN could be 
expanded. For now India is a sectoral dialogue partner of 
the ASEAN. He also briefed Mr. Rao on the November 
summit of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
at Seattle. 


Mr. Goh said he was gratified to note that India’s “focus” 
was now “turning to the east,” and it had integrated its 
economy with the world economy. 


Dialogue with Pak. 


For his part, Mr. Rao told his guest that India was open for 
a dialogue with Pakistan and wanted good-neighbourly 
relations with that country. The Prime Minister referred to 
the Shimla agreement, and said India would like a dialogue 
with Pakistan to get under way under this agreement. 


The two leaders also discussed the role of the major Asian 
economies, i.e., Japan, China and India, the spokesman 
noted. Developments within the APEC were also dis- 
cussed. 


At the corporate level, the spokesman said, a “strategic 
framework for cooperation” was signed between the Con- 
federation of Indian Industry (CII) and Singapore Manu- 
facturers’ Association (SMA). 


Mr. Goh is scheduled to meet the captains of Indian 
industry tomorrow. The Minister for Shipping and Surface 
Transport, Mr. Jagdish Tytler, and the Minister for Com- 
munications, Mr. Sukh Ram, are to call on the Singapore 
leader tomorrow. 


The Singapore Prime Minister is due to visit Agra on 
January 27, from where he is scheduled to go to Bangalore 
the next day to inaugurate a Technology Park set up in 
cooperation with his country. Before he flies out on 
January 30 from Bombay, Mr. Goh is to launch the office 
in that city of the Development Bank of Singapore. 


Remarks to Businessmen 
944S0193B Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Jan 94 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, Jan. 25—Singapore proposes to invest 
substantial amount of surplus capital in India, considered 
to be a prospective Asian mega-economy. As much as two 
to three per cent of Singapore’s reserves are sought to be 
invested initially in developing infrastructure in the newly 
industrialised economies (NIEs) of the future, such as 
India. The amount could be raised to 35 per cent over the 
next decade. 


This was stated here today by the Singapore Prime Min- 
ister, Mr. Goh Chok Tong, who called for the creation of a 
“Yin-Yang” or complementary relationship between the 
two countries. “Yin” and “Yang” are the two opposing 
and yet balancing elements in Chinese philosophy. 


Addressing a meeting of Indian businessmen, organised by 
the Confederation of Indian Industry, he felt that the 
contrasting strengths of the two economies created an 
opportunity for a long-term strategic business alliance 
between the private sectors of the two countries. 
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Agreement signed: A strategic framework agreement was 
signed on the occasion between the Singapore Manufac- 
turers’ Association and the Cli (Confederation of indian 
Industry) to promote trade, investment and economic 
cooperation between the industries of the two countries. 


Mr. Tong .old Indian businessmen at the meeting that the 
countries expected to become NIEs, such as Hong Kong 
and Taiwan, over the next two decades are China, India 
and Vietnam. In case India’s economic reforms quickened, 
it could become a mega-economy such as China and Japan. 


While urging further opening up of the economy, espe- 
cially in the banking sector, he felt that concessions 
extended to non-resident Indians should be available to 
other Singapore businessmen. “Singapore should be 
treated as an NRI (Nonresident Indian) country,” he 
commented amidst laughter. 


On reducing customs tariff, he said it would be welcome, 
but recognised the revenue implications involved for the 
Government of India. Similarly, the need for taking into 
account trade unions’ views on the unemployment likely to 
be caused by the economic restructuring in India was also 
a knotty political issue, he conceded. 


‘India must go international’: Replying to questions from 
Indian businessmen, Mr. Goh suggested that India’s growth 
rate should be in the region of about six per cent per annum 
to take the two per cent population growth into account. 
This was the right time for India to “go international,” he 
observed, as it had certain basic strengths in terms of an 
industrial base and pool of technically qualified manpower. 


Mr. Goh highlighted the prospects of joint ventures 
between the two countries, especially in the ASEAN coun- 
tries as well as China, Myanmar and Vieinam. Singapore 
could offer capital, management, access to technology and 
the market. “We can be your link to the Asia-Pacific,” he 
said. 


In this context, he mentioned the first major collaboration 
scheme, the $150 million Bangalore information technology 
park. This is an integrated project to develop offices, facto- 
ries, houses and recreational facilities to be set up over a 
five-year period. It is a joint development programme 
involving a consortium of Singapore companies, Tatas and 
the Karnataka Government. 


Mr. Goh said, “we are building an external wing to our 
economy, we are encouraging our businessmen to invest in 
the region.” He pointed out that till now Singapore's 
reserves have been invested mainly in bonds, stocks and real 
estate in the developed countries. But it had now been 
decided to invest a portion of the country’s reserves in 
stable, high growth developing countries of Asia. The invest- 
ment would be directly in infrastructure projects, industries, 
hotels and tourist facilities as well as commercial properties. 


‘Open sky policy’: Asked about the need for an “open sky 
policy” in India, he said the Indian Prime Minister had 
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indicated interest in allowing the entry of Singapore Inter- 
national Airlines (SIA) to more destinations in this 
country. But the Civil Aviation Minister was more cau- 
tious in this regard, he said. 


Mr. Goh maintained that SIA could bring tourists into the 
country in order to achieve India’s target of increasing 
tourist arrivals from the present level of one million per 
annum to three to five million per annum over the next 
few years. He said it was Singapore’s open sky policy which 
had improved tourism growth and also made SIA one of 
the best airlines in the world. 


Regarding India’s alignment with regional trading blocs, 
he felt that India should move eastwards while seeking to 
enter into any regional trade blocs. Conceding the prob- 
lems faced by India in trying to align with the various 
regional blocs of the East as well as West, he expressed the 
view that European countries had a greater preoccupation 
with Eastern Europe at this stage. 


Meeting With Newsmen 
944S0193C Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Jan 94 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, Jan. 26—The visiting Singapore Prime 
Minister, Mr. Goh Chok Tong, today expressed the view 
that the framework for a strategic economic alliance 
between his country and India had been created with his 
visit. 

Talking to a small group of journalists this evening, Mr. 
Goh said the objective of his visit was to forge such a 
strategic economic alliance with India and he had found a 
responsive chord in the Prime Minister, Mr. Narasimha 
Rao. 


Terming his visit as timely, Mr. Goh said India till now 
was focusing more on the West and West Asia, and not 
much on Asia. At the same time, Singapore was looking to 
the West, as it had invested heavily in China and was 
looking for opportunities elsewhere. India had a big poten- 
tial which was still unrealised and its trade and investment 
flows were minimal. Moreover, the potential for tourism 
was immense and India too was interested in exploiting 
this sector to earn more foreign exchange. Singapore could 
help in this, he said. 


Kashmir issue: About the political discussions between 
him and Mr. Rao, Mr. Goh said both had provided an 
assessment of the situation in their respective areas. He 
had been briefed about the Kashmir situation, he said, but 
refused to comment about Pakistan’s role in aiding and 
abetting terrorism there. “Singapore is a good friend of 
both India and Pakistan. So it will not be proper for me to 
comment during this visit, as it is a very complex issue.” 
He said it was for India and Pakistan to resolve the 
Kashmir problem. “Singapore has no role in it, nor do I see 
any role for any third party. It is essentially for India and 
Pakistan to resolve the issue.” 


To a question on the strident western campaign about 
alleged human rights abuses in Asian countries, Mr. Goh 
was categorical in rejecting the western concept of human 
rights. “Asian countries cannot be dictated by western 
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standards. We should have our own concept of human 
rights since we have to feed our population, clothe them, 
educate them, house them. All this requires a stable law 
and order situation. Of course there should be some basic 
freedoms, but it should be appreciated that most of the 
Asian countries are in the first stage of development and 
that for many of them, the concept of democracy is new. 
Even the western countries had no human rights concept in 
their early stages of development and industrialisation. 


Asked about India’s role in the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), Mr. Goh reiterated that India 
should first develop its trade and investment relations with 
the Association. A sectora! dialogue with India had begun 
in this context and once trade and economic relations 
flourished, India could be given the status of a full sectoral 
partner, but not a member, he said. 


On the future of the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC), Mr. Goh was not very optimistic, 
saying that it had no middle-income country as its member 
which could generate economic exchanges or capital flows. 
Moreover, some of the SAARC members had intractable 
problems between them and this would weigh down coop- 
eration amongst them, he felt. “So I see slow progress for 
the SAARC, though I hope I am wrong in this assessment.” 


‘Consensus emerging’: Asked about his assessment on the 
economic reforms in India, Mr. Goh said that a consensus 
seemed to be emerging here on the need to de-regulate this 
economy and reform it. “I say this on the basis of my 
discussions with politicians and businessmen. Of course, I 
did not have any opportunity to discuss this with the 
Opposition parties here, but I feel a consensus is emerging.” 


On the new areas for reforms in India, Mr. Goh said he was 
looking for more liberalisation in the property laws. 


Interview with HINDU 
94AS0193D Madras THE HINDU in English 19 Jan 94 p 8 


[Excerpts of interview with Mr. Goh Chok Tong, Singa- 
pore Prime Minister, as reported by K.K. Katyal; date and 
place not given] 


[Text] From a 75-minute intensive question-and-answer 
session with a small group of Indian journalists, the 
Singapore Prime Minister, Mr. Goh Chok Tong, emerged 
as a clear-headed leader. He did not hedge any query, 
whether palatable or otherwise. This is evident from the 
excerpts of the interview, as reported by K.K. Katyal. 


[THE HINDU] A lot of expectations have been aroused by 
the planning of the visit to India. I do not know how you 
look at it. And how in your opinion, the economic rela- 
tionship could be enhanced. So far the tendency in India is 
to look westward. Now it is to look eastward. The tendency 
in your case was to look eastward. I think you are looking 
westward now. Could you give us a general idea of what 
you expect of your visit? 
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[Goh] First, | look at the overall picture. Where India’s 
position is, India stands the risk of being marginalised 
unless India opens up much more rapidly than it has done 
over the last two years. Europe would be looking more and 
more inwards. Its priority is to get the Single European 
Market going. Western Europe would also pay much more 
attention to Eastern Europe because these countries are 
neighbours. Western Europe would want to see that these 
countries progress so that they will not destabilise Europe. 


In Asia, ASEAN and the East Asian countries are booming. 
We have formed APEC. The United States will remain 
engaged in this area. The United States itself is not just 
looking to Asia and Europe. It is also looking south to 
Mexico and Chile to AFTA [expansion not given]. So I ask 
myself, where does that leave India? I came to the conclu- 
sion that India would also come to the same conclusion. It 
must open up and decide how it wishes to integrate its 
economy. Would it want to integrate with the West or with 
Asia? Perhaps India should try and do both. In the past, 
India looked towards the former Soviet Union, and the 
West, but India would now see that East Asia would be 
booming away over the next 15-20 years. So I think India 
would also therefore want to look towards East Asia. Here 
I see the opportunity where Singapore can play a part. 


[THE HINDU] But Mr. Prime Minister, this question may 
be put to you when you are there. We have already 
embarked on this process of liberalisation and you must 
have watched it. What are your impressions? You talked 
about opening up, but we are on the path. 


[Goh] The results are actually remarkable. But they have 
been overshadowed by the great interest shown in China’s 
more rapid growth. 


[THE HINDU] By countries of East Asia? 


[Goh] By the world. But if you examine the data for India, 
I would say they are remarkable. The growth, 1990-1991, 
was in the region of 1.4-1.5 per cent. After the opening up, 
it went up by more than three times to over 4 per cent per 
annum. Your foreign exchange reserves have gone up very 
rapidly. Foreign investments have flowed into India. Much 
slower compared to investments flowing into East Asia 
but, nevertheless, in terms of volume, much more than 
investments flowing into India over the last 40 years. 
Inflation has been brought down. 


[THE HINDU] Before your visit was finalised, at your 
National Day Rally in August, you spoke of generating “a 
mild India fever.” Closer to your visit, in what form do you 
see that happening? 


[Goh] I would want io excite Singapore investors in the 
potential of India. I would want to encourage Singapore 
investors to jointly invest with Indian businessmen in 
India, both for the domestic market, which is huge as well 
as for the export market. When Singapore investors go to 
India, | hope that they would make at least 25 per cent of 
their production for the export market. We also have 
interest in property development. But India, of course, has 
its own rules at the moment which will not allow foreign 
investors to buy land in India. | do not know whether there 
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are possibilities over here. Singaporeans, by and large, are 
good in adding values to land, by putting up industrial 
facilities, hotels and residential properties. I would want to 
explore this area, to see how we can use our strength in 
property development in India. 


[THE HINDU] When people talk about India and coun- 
tries like Singapore going into India, they always compare 
India with China, Vietnam, Indonesia or even across the 
causeway to Johor. What do you think India has to do to 
generate the level of interest as, for example, China, 
Vietnam and Indonesia? 


[Goh] India is a giant which has not realised its own 
potential. £9 India would have to be confident that it can 
compete internationally. India would have to face this 
challenge and just open up many sectors of its economy to 
co. Metition, like what China has done. China, by wel- 
corn:ing foreign investors, has forced its state enterprises to 
be more competitive. India could, likewise, open up its 
internal economy to external competition and I believe 
India can compete. That confidence India must have in 
itself. This message, if it comes through strongly, will 
excite international interest. 


{THE HINDU] Are there any specific problems that 
Singapore businessmen have as far as India is concerned? 


[Goh] Until recently, India had not opened up. So it was 
very difficult for foreign investors, including Singapore 
businessmen, to invest in India. At the moment, there are 
some concerns over some bureaucratic rules which hamper 
investments. I think these are areas where one has got to 
learn to negotiate. These rules are becoming more trans- 
parent and simpler. 


[THE HINDU] The information technology park project 
in Bangalore is encouraging (and sends) positive signals. 
By contrast, there is the Madras Corridor project, I do not 
know what stage it is in. What are the lessons to be learnt 
from the two experiences? 


[Goh] The situation is different for both projects. Banga- 
lore already has a core activity. When we showed interest 
in the industrial park in Bangalore, it was just adding on 
another layer to what had been going on. The Madras 
Corridor is something new. | would want to have more 
experience before we embark further into the Madras 
Corridor project. It is a huge project. We would not want to 
initiate an undertaking unless we are certain that success 
will come out of it. So it is on the back burner for the time 
being. 


[THE HINDU] A question about APEC. This is the region 
that the Americas think is the fastest growing. Do you 
think that India can, at some stage, become a member or 
play a role as an associate member? 


[Goh] The question would not arise over the next three 
years. APEC has decided not to consider new applicants 
for the next three years. Thereafter, it depends very much 
on India. If India’s economy is more and more integrated 
with the Asian economy and it is also exporting to the 
United States and buying from the Americans, then India 
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should certainly be considered as a potential member. If 
relations are quite limited, then it is an academic question. 


[THE HINDU} Has there been a change in your percep- 
tions of India politically and strategically, from the time 
you were Defence Minister to now? 


[Goh] Yes. Partly because of India’s stance on Cambodia 
and partly because of India’s linkages with the former 
Soviet Union... I have to confess that I was a little worried 
reading reports of India’s acquisition of a blue-water fleet, 
and reading the remarks by one of your generals who said 
that India intended to stretch its power from Singapore to 
Africa. Maybe this was just rhetoric of generals. But when 
these remarks appeared in cold print, you ask yourself, 
“What for?”, “Why does India have to stretch its power 
from Singapore to Africa?” My perception has changed. As 
I got to understand India better, I saw that India has a 
legitimate interest to want to have a good navy to be able 
to defend its long coastline. Also, India is opening up and 
is not spending more on defence. 


[THE HINDU] Mr. Prime Minister, in this region, Japan 
and China are major factors. Do not you think ASEAN 
and Singapore need to strengthen the dealings with India 
so as to restore the balance in the overall context, both in 
the gocurity and the political context? Is there a case for 
that? 


[Goh] Certainly. We see China emerging as a very strong 
economic giant in Asia. There is no reason why India 
should not develop also into a strong giant. When you have 
two friendly big economies in the area, it is going to benefit 


everybody. 


[THE HINDU] Mr. Prime Minister, looking at South Asia, 
is there any cause for concern when there are tensions 
between India and Pakistan over Kashmir, or over this 
issue about NPT, etc? On these issues what are your views? 


[Goh] We have some concern but they are not big con- 
cerns. Our linkages in terms of trade and investments are 
not on a large scale with that area. It does not really have 
too high an impact on our own economy. Politically, the 
Indians and Pakistanis in Singapore 1re now Singaporeans. 
They are much less affected by events in India and 
Pakistan. This would not have been so 30 years ago when 
Indians and Pakistanis still felt they were part of India and 
Pakistan and they would be emotionally caught up. The 
key comes down to whether there are emotional links 
between the two countries. If there are strong links, when 
things go wrong in that part of the world, this would affect 
us. 


{THE HINDU] Mr. Prime Minister, going back to APEC 
and ASEAN, one perception is that it should be restricted 
to cooperation for economic development among coun- 
tries of this region. How do you envisage the relationship 
between ASEAN and APEC with other countries in this 
region? Do you think you are diluting by making APEC a 
superstructure and keeping some countries, like India, out 
of it? 


[Goh] APEC will not be at the expense of ASEAN. ASEAN 
is an organisation for countries in the area and we will 
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continue to explore ways to integrate our economies 
through the ASEAN Free Trade Area where tariffs are 
going to be lowered much faster and go down to lower 
levels. APEC enables ASEAN to reach out to countries 
with which we have strong links. It also enables us to get 
United States to remain constructively engaged in the area. 
They complement one another. 


India is not kept out. India is not a member because its 
interests so far are different. When India begins to have 
more trade with APEC member countries, we would be 
very interested in bringing India to our forums. 


[THE HINDU] Do you think over a period of time, the 
leadership will go to the hands of the United States? 


[Goh] Of APEC? No, no. 


[THE HINDU] Going back to China, Singapore is in a 
unique position to assess the evolution of modern China. 
How do you see China? Some see ii as a benign military 
power. some see it as a growing economic power which 
would take on a forward posture in the world. How do you 
read what China is going to be? 


[Goh] We take a realistic approach. We see both challenges 
and opportunities in China’s growth. The opportunities 
are obvious. It is a huge market which offers us invest- 
ments and trade. The challenges, of course, would be the 
nagging problem as to how a big economic power would 
behave in the future, whether it would translate into 
military power or political power, or a domineering China 
which wants to dictate other countries’ behaviour. The 
practical approach is to get China constructively engaged 
in the political and economic processes of the region. In 
that way, China will understand better the aspirations and 
fears of its neighbours. Likewise, the neighbours of China 
would also understand better China’s aspirations and 
problems. 


[THE HINDU] It was in this context that I had asked 
earlier whether there is 2 merit in an enhanced relationship 
with India, so that it provides a balance vis-a-vis whatever 
China may be in the future. 


[Goh] I would not want to go into this geopolitics of 
balance. I will just simply say that India is a giant with 
tremendous potential and if India realises its potential, 
that is going to bring benefits for countries in the region. If 
you set out to try and encourage India to balance China, 
you are creating a huge problem when there is not any. 


If India becomes an economic giant, that is in our interest. 
Of course we want to engage India in such a way that when 
India acquires new weaponry, it will not cause its neigh- 
bours to be overly concerned. Because you are then 
meshed in with the economies and interests of your 
neighbours. 


[THE HINDU] Mr. Prime Minister, ASEAN is a big 
success in the economic sense and perhaps in the security 
context also. SAARC has yet to take off. What are the 
reasons for these two developments? 


[Goh] I have not done a deep study on SAARC so my 
observations may be superficial. | think first, the ASEAN 
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has a longer history than SAARC. ASEAN is 27 years [old]. 
SAARC is only about seven years old. 


Secondly, in ASEAN, we have a few middle-income coun- 
tries. SAARC is still an association of rather poor members. 


Thirdly, whilst several ASEAN countries have always been 
outward looking, the members in SAARC, have mainly 
been inward looking. In terms of economic strategy, India 
until recently has been inward looking. So has Pakistan 
been. With such an attitude, where is the scope for regional 
cooperation? In ASEAN, Malaysia, Singapore, and, to 
some extent, Thailand and Indonesia, have always been 
outward looking. So there are therefore benefits and com- 
pelling reasons for us to try and link our economies 
together so that we can reinforce each other and grow 
faster. Also we do not have intractable problems like some 
members of SAARC have. 


[THE HINDU] Like between India and Pakistan. 
[Goh] India and Pakistan. 


[THE HINDU} A lot of countries like Singapore seem to 
have completely forgiven communist countries for their 
past, whereas they have not quite forgiven countries like 
India which were fricndly with the Communist countries. 
It is like being more sinned against than sinning. 


[Goh] Where do you get the perception from? 
[THE HINDU] From talking to people here. 
[Goh] I am very surprised. 


[THE HINDU] Mr. Prime Minister, even in Japan for 
instance, they have not quite forgiven us for being friendly 
with Soviet Union at that time. And they still talk about 
expropriation or nationalisation which has not happened 
for 30 years. 


[Goh] I think it could be a misconception. China is 
different. China is controlled by one party. If the party has 
decided to change course, the question we ask ourselves is 
who comes after Deng Xiaoping. Would the course be 
changed? And most of us have come to the conclusion that 
economic reforms in China would not be changed whoever 
is in charge in ten years’ time. Therefore, there is confi- 
dence that the system will continue. For India, the demo- 
cratic political processes can produce somebody who cam- 
paigns on the basis of nationalisation. And if that 
somebody wins, he is going to nationalise. So we ask 
ourselves the same question we are asking ourselves of 
China, would reforms in India stay on course. 


[THE HINDU] What is your perception? 


[Goh] If Prime Minister Rao and Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh have another four or five years, it will stay on 
course. 


[THE HINDU] Taking that argument further, would it be 
logical to say that in a situation like India—democracy is a 
liability for economic reforms? If there is a possibility of 
change in government then reforms cannot stay on course? 


[Goh] It depends on the alternatives. If the alternative 
viewpoints espoused by the opposition parties are not very 


SOUTH ASIA 39 


different from the present government, as far as reforms 
are concerned then there is no liability. The question is 
who can do the job better or faster. But if the opposition 
espouses another viewpoint, talk about nationalisation 
when they come into power. 


[THE HINDU] Or anti multi-national... 


[Goh] Or anti multi-nationals in this issue. And they look 
like coming to power, then of course, nobody is going to 
invest. It is not a liability or a strength. I think it depends 
on the reality of the situation. 


[THE HINDU] There are some unflattering comments 
about the functioning of the democratic system here. What 
do you think about this? 


[Goh] We always go by the market test. They can write 
what they want. But the point is national leaders and 
investors still seek to talk to us. 


[THE HINDU] Mr. Prime Minister, if I have to ask a 
hypothetical question if you have to look at your crystal 
ball and make a prophecy—10 years from now, how do 
you see India-Singapore relations? 


[Goh] Ten years from now, our trade will increase several 
fold. Singapore will have a bigger presence in India. 
Political relations will be much warmer and closer than 
today. And we will certainly see more Indian leaders 


visiting Singapore. 
[THE HINDU] And more journalists. 


(laughter) 


Singapore Prime Minister Hails Liberalization 


94AS0197L Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
30 Jan 94 p 13 


[Text] Bombay, Jan. 29 (PTI}—The Singapore Prime 
Minister, Mr Goh Chok Tong, today described India’s 
economic policies as “‘a giant, which had remained within 
India” and during the last two years has been “allowed to 
roam freely in the world.” 


This move by the Prime Minister, P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
would fetch India many friends, he said, adding that the 
“re-awakening and embarking on a new course” was a 
welcome move and had “stricken many Singapore 
businessmen with India fever.” 


Speaking at the India-Singapore Association luncheon 
meeting held in his honour, Mr Goh said his country also 
saw the need to invest outside. 


“We looked towards opportunities emerging in Asia. 
While India looked towards west, we looked towards east 
to forge in-depth and lasting relationships.” 


He said relations between the two countries were never 
bad but they lacked warmth. This visit, he hoped, would 
now develop into an eternal friendship rather than in 
terms of dollars and cents.“ 
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Mr Goh, thanking the Indian Government for inviting him 
for the Republic Day celebrations, said his visit should 
pe als for both the countries and the setting up of an 
information technology park at Bangalore was an indica- 
tion of his country’s participation in India’s growth. 


Rao, Mukherjee Attend Davos Economic Forum 


Rao at Closing Session 
944S0199A Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
2 Feb 94 pp 1, 17 


[Article by Tapan Dasgupta: “Prime Minister Defends 
Mixed Economy Concept”) 


[Text] Davos (Switzerland), Feb. |\—The Prime Minister, 
Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, today defended the concept of 
mixed economy as in India. He told the global leaders of 
industry and finance that the collapse of communism and 
rejection of the command system did not necessarily mean 
total acceptance of market economy. 


Urging the leaders for maintaining a balance between the 
two, he said, India followed the middle way or mixed 
economy which saved the country from “political submis- 
sion and economic dependence.” 


Reacting to the criticism that the process of reforms has 
slowed down in the country, Mr Rao said that in the 
new-found enthusiasm for change, governments should 
not go overboard and plunge large chunks of their people 
into mass misery. 


“They have no right to do so, the scheme of change must 
take full note of such contingencies and make allowance 
for them. 


“Each society has to find its own "middle way“ suited to 
its circumstances, but find it must, eventually and find it in 
the spirit of the new changes in the world, if it has to 
succeed,” the Prime Minister said. 


Mr Rao was addressing the closing plenary session on 
“Challenges before mankind as it enters 21st century,” at 
the annual Davos symposium organised by the World 
Economic Forum (WEF). 


According to Mr Rao’s prognosis, poverty will continue to 
pose the most serious challenge to mankind during the 
greater part of the 21st century, The reasons furnished by 
him are that poverty is a breeding ground of disunity and 
tension. These tensions will dominate to such an extent 
that the governments will be unable to give first priority to 
eradication of poverty, but he is hopeful about the removal 
of illiteracy within the first quarter of the coming century 
or even earlier by harnessing some of the major technolog- 
ical developments relating to communications. 


The Prime Minister's speech was also an implied criticism 
of the U.S. foreign policy and Pakistan’s encouragement of 
terrorism in India. He said the end of the Cold War was 
welcome but it would not by itself usher in peace every- 
where. While it would prevent world conflagration, it 
could also create conditions for the resolution of regional 
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conflicts, “provided it fits into the global strategy of the 
wielders of real power. "The question is: Who will wield 
that real power?" he said. 

Disagreeing with some thinkers that economic problems 


economic, social and ethnic-cultural factors combine to 
compound the threat to the political unity and peace of 


Obviously referring to the situation in Kashmir and Pun- 
jab, he said, “much of the fundamentalist fanaticism 
prevailing today, may, on a deeper analysis, be found to be 
traceable to causes very unrelated to religion.” To discover 
and remove these causes would be the real challenge of the 
leaders of the world,” since it may not always be possible 
to eradicate malaise by individual efforts in the affected 
countries separately,” the Prime Minister said. 


The Prime Minister, while criticising the fetters imposed 
by some western powers on technology imports by Third 
World countries, said those who invested in furthering the 
frontiers of science and would naturally like to 
be compensated. But, “when the price is paid, there should 
be no other extraneous and unreasonable restraints. In case 
of an unwarranted insistence on such conditionalities, the 
challenge will be to develop the necessary peaceful 
technologies at the national level.” 


The Prime Minister might have been referring to the case 
of importing cryogenic engines from Russia which was 
scuttled by the United States. 


PTI and UNI adds: Mr Rao said that though politically 
motivated religious fanaticism had held complete sway in 
the past few years, “with diligent and patient work among 
people, their desire for socio-economic development has 
been made to prevail over false religious slogans and 
tactics.” 


Mr Rao who devoted most of his time in addressing the 
theme of the meeting, “Redefining changes in the global 
economy,” recognised that there were costs inherent in the 
free exchange of knowledge and ideas. “Those who invest 
in furthering the frontiers of science and technology expect 
recompense,” Mr Rao said adding that “we do not neces- 
sarily argue against that expectation but we believe that 
when the price is paid there should be no other extraneous 
and unreasonable restraints.” 


Mr Rao contended that in the event of unwarranted 
insistence on such conditionalities, the challenge would be 
to develop the necessary peaceful technologies at the 
national level, in an obvious reference to the withholding 
of cryogenic rocket technology to India. 


The Prime Minister in a dig at copying western ideas said 
while they succeeded “by their arms in the past and 
technology in the present,” others should adopt or adapt to 
the technologies as well as that is wise and humane in the 
West. [sentence as printed] “‘While doing so, we have to be 











JPRS-NEA-94-014 
16 March 1994 


securely anchored in our own tradition which is equally 
incisive, and much more relevant to our situation,” he 
said. 


Mr Rao also did not agree with those who feel that the 
rejection of the command economy ipso facto meant a total 
acceptance of what it had sought to replace. In India, he 
asserted, “we recognise the change, but maintain a balance 
which has come to be known as the middle way.” 


He pointed out, some feel that with the collapse of com- 
munist system and the world having become uni-polar 
there could be no middle-way, since the world has only one 
way now. This assertion, he said, was “unrea!istic” from 
what has happened in the recent past. 


The Prime Minister said that one should not accept a 
dogma even if it happens to be [the] only one in the field at 
a given moment. 


While change had to be accepted as a result of deliberate 
and objective thinking, “at the same time, those who wear 
the shoe and know where it pinches shonid have full say in 
deciding how to mend it.” As such, he said, their scheme of 
change must take full note of contingencies like mass 
poverty and make allowance for them. 


The Prime Minister said while the remarkable advances in 
medicine, bio-technology, nuclear science and cybernetic 
promised to change human life beyond recognition, this 
should be so only if the new stimulus does not stop at the 
point of affordability. 


In this context, Mr Rao said he found India and a few 
other developing countries more fortunately placed and 
said “we do not find serious difficulty in the flow or 
absorption of technology, except when our progress itself 
tends to create some uneasiness in some quarters.” 


Referring to the theme of the forum, Mr Rao called for new 
approaches and new programmes to solve the global 
problem of poverty and provision of basic needs to millions. 


With growing integration, any thought of insulating any 
part of the world from the problems of other parts would 
be futile,“ Mr Rao warned. 


He also called for harnessing technological developments 
in communications to banish illiteracy and suggested a 
healing relationship between the earth and human civili- 
sation by removing the adverseal attitude towards nature. 


Mr Rao cautioned the business people of globe that the 
fallout of mass misery would not affect specific groups, 
countries or regions only, but would engulf the whole 
world. 


He said the end of Cold War would not usher in peace 
everywhere, though it could prevent major conflagration. 


It could foster conditions for the resolution of regional 
conflicts, provided it fits into the global strategy of the 
wielders of real power—one or more it matters little and 
the question is, Mr Rao said, who would wield that real 
power. 
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In a clear rebuff to the developed western world, particu- 
larly the United States, the Prime Minister said no extra- 
neous and unreasonable constraints and conditionalities 
should come in the way of technology transfer. 


The Prime Minister declared that in case of an unwar- 
ranted insistence on such conditionalities, the challenge 
would be to develop the necessary peaceful technologies at 
the national level. 


In an obvious reference to the West and the insistence of 
the United States to link transfer of technology and aid to 
human rights, environment and exploitation of labour, the 
Prime Minister said: “We must seek to reaffirm, as a 
matter of high principle, the spirit of inquiry which was 
central to human progress.” 


Earlier, the commerce minister, Mr Pranab Mukherjee, 
said that no extraneous considerations such as human 
rights, environment and exploitation of labour should be 
allowed to interrupt free access of goods and services from 
developing countries to industrialised nations. 


Rao, Mukherjee 2 Feb Remarks 
944S0199B Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
3 Feb 94 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Tapan Dasgupta: “Prime Minister Invites More 
Foreign Investment”’] 


[Text] Zurich, Feb. 2—India was hailed as the latest 
“success story” at the Davos meet and was assured that the 
year 1994 would be the India year. 


The Prime Minister, Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, who left 
here this morning for Bonn was highly satisfied with the 
response of international corporate leaders. Some of them 
called on him personally and told him that India was on 
their priority list for foreign direct investments. 


The most noteworthy feature is that this change in percep- 
tion about India among global business leaders has been 
brought about without the assurance of any further con- 
cessions. Both the Prime Minister and the commerce 
minister, Mr Pranab Mukherjee, who spearheaded the 
discussions on India made it clear that India would wel- 
come investments, particularly in the infrastructural 
sector, but it must be on India’s terms. 


The Prime Minister elaborated this at the closing plenary 
session. Responding to Prof. Schwab, the founder of World 
Economic Forum (WEF), who welcomed Mr Rao as a 
“philosopher and statesman” and the man behind the 
process of transformation in India. He said he owed the 
success of reforms to Nehru who had introduced the 
concept of mixed economy. 


He said the concept of market economy in the unipolar 
world was fast becoming a dogma but India would not 
accept a ready-made formula prescribed from thousand 
miles away. Reforms had to be a programme of change 
with the human face. The government had no right to 
throw out of job 10 million people because somebody 
suggested it. The obvious reference was to the developed 
world's prescription for restructuring the public sector 
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through privatisation, without caring for the conse- 
quences. But the government had to take such a contin- 
gency into account and make full allowances before 
launching the scheme of change, Mr Rao explained. 


The strategy of the Indian side in the panel discussion on 
India was to explain why foreign investors should invest 
India and leave it at that. Replying to a question on drug 
pricing, Mr Mukherjee said while the policy would be 
reviewed, the government would also have to keep in mind 
the objective of health policy. As for drug price equalisa- 
tion scheme, he would not comment as the issue was 
subjudice. 


Reacting to strong reservations on intellectual property 
rights expressed by FMC Corporation of the United States, 
Mr Mukherjee said India would go only to the extent of 
changing patent laws as committed under the GATT 
agreement. To a question if the government would change 
labour laws to promote foreign direct investment, Mr 
Mukherjee’s reply was that in the Indian situation no 
unlimited power of hiring and firing could be given. 


The Prime Minister who intervened towards the end, said 
that he came to Davos ‘“‘with an infinitely deeper sense of 
confidence” than two years ago, about the course of 
reforms. The government was considering what more 
could be done. But no step could be taken without carefully 
assessing the possible results of such a step. “We do not 
want to jump and break our legs,” he said. 


A number of chief executives of global companies called on 
Mr Rao and told him that they would like to step up their 
investments in India. Among them was Mr Charles Cil- 
mour, vice-chairman of Ford Motors, who said that India 
might be made a source for auto-parts and components to 
begin with to be followed by a production base for Ford 
trucks and cars. 


Others who met Rao were Mr Kenneth Ley, chairman of 
Enron, Mr Hezeltor, chairman of Dow Corning, a U.S. 
glass company planning to invest in India, Mr Martin 
Liang of a large U.K.-based construction company inter- 
ested in building roads, highways and hospitals, and Mr 
Charles Piggo of the U.S.-based Paccaor which is manu- 
facturing heavy trucks, and drilling equipment. 


The Prime Minister’s growing confidence was evident in 
the manner in which he added a big rider to his overall 
statement that reforms would continue. “We shall not do 
what we do not consider necessary. We have to see the 
results and if more changes are needed, we shall not 
hesitate to reorient the policies,” he said. 


On the key question of foreign investment in India, Mr 
Rao said he was satisfied. But wanted more foreign invest- 
ment in the infrastructure areas. The Prime Minister had 
Clearly begun to pick and choose the kind of investments 
he would like in future. This was a privilege which he never 
enjoyed in the past two years or he could not do so for 
India had not till then become a credible option for foreign 
investors. 


Delivering final address at the WEF annual meeting, Mr 
Rao reiterated that India wanted to pursue its own model 
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of economic reforms, by striking a balance. “We do not 
like to follow policies framed two thousand miles away and 
dictated to us,” he said. That was an assertion which Mr 
Rao never made in the past and is a result of a growing 
confidence in the economic reforms pursued by his gov- 
ernment and the impact these have made on the people 
and foreign investors. 


The new found confidence was also evident from the 
manner in which he strongly defended the bureaucracy 
against the charge that it was delaying implementation of 
economic reforms. His peremptory dismissal of a question 
on whether Hindu-Muslim tensions affected investment in 
India is a clear sign that Mr Rao will invite foreign 
investment, but without kneeling down or bowing to 
pressures of unreasonable demands. “We are a pluralistic 
society and Hindu and Muslims would continue to live 
together for years to come. If there are clashes, we should 
bother, not you,” he snapped. 


Even, Mr Pranab Mukherjee, showed such confidence 
while recounting the various economic reform measures 
taken by the government. “Our policy changes are not by 
accident. These began from the eighties and as such are 
based on the bedrock of experience,” he said. But when it 
came to reforming the labour market or introducing an exit 
policy for workers, Mr Mukherjee firmly ruled it out on the 
ground that the government would like to stay away from 
the policy of hire and fire. 


Success of Bhatia Mission to Gulf Told 
94AS01911 Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Jan 94 p 6 


[Article by F.J. Khergamvala} 


[Text] Manama (Bahrain), Jan. 25—On a day when the 
Pakistan Prime Minister, Ms Benazir Bhutto, was talking 
about jugular veins, iron curtains and preconditions, 
India’s visiting Minister of State for External Affairs, Mr. 
R.L. Bhatia, got emphatic support from two Gulf regimes 
for a strict bilateral approach to resolving the Kashmir 
dispute. 


In Kuwait and in Bahrain where Mr. Bhatia met the top 
echelons of the leadership the hosts made two points, in 
addition to the routine but important message about the 
contribution of the Indian community to development in 
these places. One, that they are glad that talks between 
India and Pakistan have been resumed and next, that these 
must continue if a solution is to be found. 


Noteworthy: Lest this sounds like a daily exhortation 
coming from one part of the world or the other to India 
and Pakistan, a specific nuance that injected itself into 
these views from top Gulf leaders is noteworthy, especially 
because this is the first time it has been made. In Kuwait, 
sources say the term avoidance of “internationalisation” 
of the resolution mechanism was used. However interna- 
tionalised the dispute already is, this usage was music to 
Indian official ears, especially after unfounded rumours 
that Kuwait had joined Saudi Arabia, Bosnia and the 
United Arab Emirates in agreeing to sponsor a resolution 
against India on human rights violations. Officials from 
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both sides declined to identify the specific Kuwait leader 
who used the term. The inference could be drawn that it 
was either the Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jabir or the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, Sheikh Sa’d. 

Bahrain chose to make the same point using another logic. 
Bahraini officials point to their own live dispute with 
Qatar over the ownership of some islands and the mari- 
time boundary. Qatar has taken the dispute unilaterally to 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ) but Bahrain has 
challenged in the first instance, the right of Qatar to go to 
the ICJ unilaterally. The message conveyed to Mr. Bhatia 
was that only direct disputants can find the appropriate 
avenue to resolving a problem. It need hardly be empha- 
sised that especially in this region the events surrounding 
the broader Arab-Israeli dispute are being shaped through 
direct bilateral channels between Israel on the one hand 
and the other Arab parties on the other. 


Published announcement: It would be a mistake to inter- 
pret the stands of Kuwait and Bahrain as being supportive 
of India on Kashmir but India should be gratified that the 
approach advocated by it had found an echo and been 
explained through the logic of the circumstances in which 
these regimes find themselves and the broader trends in 
the region. Bahrain and Kuwait had one other stated and 
published announcement. This time for the ears of the 
Pakistan opposition leader, Mr. Nawaz Sharif, and the 
“Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir.” Both of them have 
been shouting themselves hoarse about sanctions against 
India by the Gulf. On the day Mr. Bhatia arrived in Kuwait 
Mr. Sharif appealed to the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) to call for sanctions against India. 


Two facts respond to these appeals. One, made in Kuwait 
and Bahrain about the contribution of the disciplined 
Indian community and, another in the 1993 annual trade 
figures just published by Bahrain. Imports from India 
increased by 20 percent to $87.5 millions and exports to 
India nearly doubled to $56 millions. Pakistan bought only 
$8.5 millions worth of goods froin Bahrain and does not 
figure on the list of major sources of exports. Also for Mr. 
Sharif’s information is the fact that in Saudi Arabia the 
number of Indians working has jumped to a million. The 
Amir of Kuwait’s visit to India is being scheduled. Iran’s 
Speaker is to visit India. The Saudis have just nominated 
an Ambassador to India and positioned a military attache 
recently in New Delhi. 


Investments: In comments to newspersons Mr. Bhatia by 
and large gave an economic-cum-investments spin to the 
“goodwill” visit. Considering that India does not even 
know about Kuwait’s offset investments programme which 
could bring money into India, if there was one aspect that 
Mr. Bhatia did not discuss, it was investments. Both Gulf 
countries agreed to send chamber of commerce delega- 
tions, which is not saying very much. Bahrain also agreed 
to hold its joint committee meeting with India in four 
months. 


Mr. Bhatia’s mission, timed and designed to preempt 
Pakistan gaining an advantage in these countries seemed 
to suffer from an old rigid syndrome. Gulf countries have 
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changed. There are consultative or elected assemblies. 
Though Mr. Bhatia did meet the rulers and other top 
leaders as well as the Speaker of the Kuwaiti Assembly, the 
effort next time should be on speaking to politicians on 
various Assembly committees. The one dominant issue in 
the assemblies is the subject of manpower imports and 
human rights in countries with Muslim minorities, both of 
very direct concern to India. 


Tanks Reportedly Bought From Slovakia 


944S0190G Secunderabad DECCAN CHRONICLE 
in English 23 Jan 94 p 9 


[Text] London, Jan. 22 (PTI)—India has reportedly 
bought 35 VT-72B armoured recovery vehicles (ARVs) 
based on the T-72 main battle tank from Slovakia. 


The $31.5 million deal is a first step towards meeting the 
Army’s requirements for over 400 ARVs, the London- 
based JANE’S DEFENCE WEEKLY reports in its latest 
issue. 


Ten of the 35 ARVs purchased for Rs. 28.9 million 
[rupees] each ($920,000) are being imported in completed 
form and the remainder in semi-knocked down kits for 
local assembly. 


The deal includes spares and free transfer of technology. 
The 25 SKD ARVs will be assembled at a Bharat Heavy 
Electricals Ltd. (BHEL) plant in Trichy. 


Quoting Indian Ministry of Defence officials, the weekly 
reports that the ARVs will also be made in Trichy under 
licence from Unimpex of Slovakia. Each ARV will have a 
repair workshop facility equipped with spares, including 
an engine. 


PAKISTAN 


Government Decision To Build Nuclear Plant 
Praised 


944S0218D Karachi JANG in Urdu 6 Feb 94 p 3 
[Editorial: “A Good Decision”’} 


[Text] According to a news report, a decision has been 
made to start building a nuclear power plant to meet the 
increasing demand for power in our country. Although the 
inappropriate attitude of the Western nations towards our 
peaceful nuclear program is given as the reason for this 
principled decision, however, we believe that our policy- 
makers should continue to build the nuclear power plant 
on our own despite the support offered by other countries. 
The few nations that have attained nuclear capability 
cannot be trusted. The moral perversion these countries 
have demonstrated in order to deprive the third world of 
cheap modern technology need not be mentioned here. 
Their treatment of Muslim countries is openly prejudiced. 
Therefore, we should not trust these countries in any 
situation. The irreparable loss we have suffered in the area 
of peaceful use of nuclear technology was caused mainly by 
the unfair attitude of the Western nations, however, our 
governments’ ambiguous policies also played a role in it. 
Had our policy-makers started to attain nuclear technology 
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when France and Canada had refused to cooperate with us, 
we would not be facing this energy crisis now. This energy 
shortage has all but stopped our developmental projects. 


Voting Rights for Tribals Said Possible 
94A4S0218C Peshawar MASHRIQ in Urdu 13 Feb 94 p 6 


[Article by Qilandar Momind: “Tribals to Merge into 
Nation’s Mainstream") 


[Text] Federal Home Minister Maj. Gen. (Retd.) Nasir- 
ullah Babar said after a press conference in Islamabad, in 
formal talks with reporters, that the federal government 
has decided to establish voting right for adults in tribal 
areas. 


During the last general election and afterwards, the orga- 
nization and almost all the national political parties 
related to tribal areas demanded voting rights in the tribal 
areas. The parties involved in the present government 
have also included plans for voting in the tribal areas in 
their election manifestos. Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, 
during her visit to the Kurram Agency, announced loudly 
that elections would soon be held with voting rights for 
adults in tribal areas. Major General Nasirullah Babar, 
federal home minister, may be talking informally; how- 
ever, Madam Benazir Bhutto’s declaration is a very wel- 
come step. It will be remembered in the political history of 
this nation. As a result of the implementation of this plan, 
hundreds of thousands of tribal people who have been 
deprived of their right to vote will get this right. Major 
General Nasirullah Babar wants amendments to several 
laws in order to attain this goal. Therefore, it will take 
some time to implement this plan. Once this decision has 
been made, however, we can expect that, Allah willing, all 
tribal adults will be able to cast votes in the next general 
election. The federal home minister also revealed that in 
light of this decision, the government has told the election 
commission to prepare new election lists for the tribal area 
during the next census. The people in the tribal areas will 
vote according to this list in the next election. Similarly, it 
is the duty of the tribal leaders and the people there to 
encourage the tribals to join the national campaign, and to 
start a campaign for this in order to prepare them to make 
the election lists. The federal home minister also revealed 
during his talks that the FATA [Federally Administered 
Territories] members support voting rights. The main 
reason for the tribal people not having any right to vote 
was that the Parliament members from tribal areas were 
not in support of this kind of election. Now, with the grace 
of God, the situation has changed, and the Parliament 
members from tribal areas, perhaps for the first time, 
support the right to vote for tribal people. It is expected 
that the people in the tribal areas will have the rights for 
which the educated people in the tribal areas have fought 


JPRS-NEA-94-014 
16 March 1994 


for a long time. As a result, the areas included in FATA will 
become part of Pakistan’s political structure. All the laws 
of the country used in the other states will be imposed in 
the FATA region also. Along with FATA, the PATA 
[Politically Administered Territories] region will also be 
included in the political structure. Thus, the political 
boundaries of the tribal areas will merge with the bound- 
aries of our nation and fulfill the dreams of Khushal Khan 
Khatak and Ilama Iqbal. 


Political Chaos Foreseen in NWFP 
94AS0218A Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 10 Feb 94 p 3 


(Editorial: “Danger of Bloody Revolution”) 


[Text] The situation in Sarhad [NWFP] is deteriorating 
rapidly. The danger of armed fighting and bloodshed 
between government supporters and the opposition is 
increasing. Patriotic circles are very concerned about this 
situation. This kind of tug-of-war for power in a demo- 
cratic parliamentary system is deplorable. What will be the 
result of all this? Professor Ghafur Ahmed, the vice chair- 
person of Jamaat-i Islami Pakistan, has expressed serious 
concern about the deteriorating political situation and the 
fighting in Sarhad, saying that this time, there will be no 
martial law, but a bloody revolution. While addressing a 
crowded press conference in Azad Kashmir's capital of 
Muzaffarabad, he said, “It is the opposition’s constitu- 
tional right to introduce a no-confidence motion; however, 
horse-trading is not a constitutional right.” Professor 
Ahmed warned that if, by ending the government in 
Sarhad, bricks from the wall of democracy are removed, 
then the wall would crumble and fall right on Benazir 
Bhutto, and democracy would be endangered. Professor 
Ghafur Ahmed also criticized opposition leader Nawaz 
Sharif, saying that the action of the opposition leader was 
not laudable, and that he opposes for the sake of opposing. 
Professor Ghafur Ahmed is considered one of the most 
serious and far-sighted political leaders in the nation. He 
warned the government and the opposition at the right 
time and appropriately. We cannot praise all the actions 
that Sahibzada Sabir Shah’s government in Sarhad has 
done. He made some mistakes that the opposition should 
have identified. In a democratic parliamentary system, the 
purpose of the opposition is to identify the government's 
mistakes and suggest ways to improve the situation. 
Instead of following this positive democratic process, 
though, efforts are being made to remove Sabir Shah's 
government and, in order to make the no-confidence 
campaign against him successful,‘ they have started horse- 
trading. Since the PPP has governments in the two largest 
states of the country and at the Center and the president 
also belongs to this party, it is commonly believed that 
Madam Benazir Bhutto is doing all this to establish her 
own party’s government in the remaining two states. 
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